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Mr.  Gatewood,  from  the  Joint  Select  Committer  of  Investigation,  mid?  the 

following 

REPORT: 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  of  In  •,  nppointribij  joint  resolution  of  both 

Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  examin  ■  th  •  office  of  Fun  I  Commissi 
the  office  of  Commissioners  of  Vie  Board  of  P  Works,         I  ue  and 

inquire  into  the  oondnct  land  manage  tent  of  tk  narious  Commissioner 

their  ojfi  ers  under  than,  hare  been/or  some  lime  engaged  therein,  and  ask  leave 

respectful!  1/  to  report: 

That,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  above  referrod  to,  which  is  found 
upon  the  Journals  of  the  committee,  the  coninnlt  •  ■  met  tad  OfgUUfl  d  on  tho 
3d  day  of  January,  1S:V.>.  (Ad  have  continued  m  sees  >n  until  the  20th  day  of 
February,  is:}1.),  and,  during  all  their  sessions,  have  hnd  under  consideration  the 
subjects  of  inquiry  assigned  th  ira  in  th  •  resolution  raising  thorn* 

T\»  accumulation  of  testimony,  and  the  subjacts  themselves,  are  so  \o!umi- 
nous,  that  it  would  be  impossible  lor  this  oomnntte  •  to  report  minutely  uj>on  alt 
the  facts  stated  and  information  elicited.    , 

The  examination  of  the  off?  •  •  of  Fund  Commissi  >a  -rs  Ins  b  -en  rather  slight  in 
some  respects,  and  consists  principally  in  obtaining  an  abstract  of  all  the  vouch- 
ers, on  file  in  that  offioe,  upon  which  money  has  bean  pud.    The  ex  tmieatioa  of 
this  office,  its  hooks,  vouchers,  and  modeof  doing  business, almost ontira 
seded  an  investigation  into  that  of  the  Comm  ifPublicM  1 1  indeed 

that  has  been  rendered  unnecessary  by  this  oommittse,  in  coaaosjueDas  of  tho 
rolominous  replies  l>v  that  Board  to  the  calls  An  me  by  the  two  Houses  of  ta  •  Le» 
gislature. 

The  accounts   as  kept    by  this  Hoard,  as  far  as   *J      h         been  aM  I   to 
have  been  properly  kept,  un  le/  the  law.     T  |  •  oaly  thiiiL.'  that  it  isn.v 

dbrrect,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee;  would  b\  to  provide  that  no  at 
should  be  allowed  to  any  Commissioner  <>f  Pubhc  Worfcson  Ins  accounts,  sal    -. 
the  voucher  specifies  the  partienhtr  work   to  which  tas  Bssoay  baaaaaa  psM 
To  understand  this  properly,  it  is  neoeesary  to  be  observed  that  titeOoteasflsi 

sioners  of  I'uhlic  Works   arc,  under  th  •  law,  Mthoril  •  I  to   have  in  the  r  h. 

resj)  actively,  1 20,000.  In  the  settlement  ofth  ise  esoeants,  vo  tea  as  ar  •  fi  a  1  in 
the  Fund  Commissioners1  office,  and  allowed  there,  which  do  not  specify  the 
work  to  which  the  money  covered  by  the  voucher  was  actually  app  I'tteso 

accounts  arc  kept  against  each  Comm  srioner  of  Public  Works,  so  as  t«»  cniblo 
the  Fund  Commissioners  to  see  that  no  Commissioner  «»f  Public   Works 

any  one  time  more  than  S'iO.OOl).  I'h  •  Ar\fl*  af  the  Conines.  00  m  of  Public 
Works  are.  it  is  true,  charged  to  a  mi  ■  particular  work;  but  the  money  often  is 
paid  to  other  works   than    those  for  which  it  was  drawn:  an  I  the  only  way  in 


which  each  work  is  secured  in  its  just  appropriation,  is  the  memoranda  of  the 
.1  r  uf  Public  Works,  lie  balances  the  accounts  .between  the  various 
works,  by  drawmg  the  next  time  oa  some  work  to  which  the  farmer  appropria- 
ti<  in  or  son  ■  pari  of  it  has  been  applied,  By  tliis  mode,  the  records  do  not  show 
truly  and  simply  tbeaotual  application  o/themone)  drawn.  An  expedient  for 
this  may  be  found  in  a  provision  allowing  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  to 
draw  the  amount  by  law  they  may  be  authorized  to  have  in  their  hands,  without 
it  being  cbargi  d  to  any  particular  worn;  and,  lifter  disbursing  this  sum,  to  settle  by 
vouchers,  specifying  the  works  on  which  it  was  paid,  and  then  drawing  again 
upon  the  works  to  which  the  money  has  been  thus  applied;  and,  at  the  dual  set- 
tlement of  each  C  wnmissioner,  the  vouchers  will  account  for  all  he  has  applied. 
Thus  the  Pond  Commissioners  may  truly  and  certainly  charge  each  work  with 
the  monev  actually  applied. 

It  appears  from  inquiry,  that  after  the  works  were  put  under  contract,  dia* 
hur.-rmeiits  m  large  sums  wi  re  constantly  required  of  the  Commissioners  of  Pub- 
lic Works:  and.  from  the  smallness  of  the  sum  in  their  hands,  it  was  found  incon- 

.  ut  to  .(inline  the  drafts  in  favor  of  contractors  to  sums  over  twenty-thousand 
dollars.  Many  contractors  having  small  letting--,  the  Fund  CdmmlsaiotH  is  have, 
to  facilitate  the  op  -rations  on  the  works,  construed  the  proviso  to  the  24th  section 
of  the  Internal  lmprovemcntaet,  to  mean  any  sum  over  one  thousand  dollars,  With- 
out, in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  any  detriment  to  the  State,  though  the  pro- 
viso seems  to  warrant  a  different  construction. 

The  committee  would  further  state,  that  it  appears  that,  under  the  original  act, 

and  it  yet  remains  the  law,  the  Commissioners  of  Public  \\  oiks  were  required 
to  procure  the  necessary  iron.  I  odex- this,  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works, 
whose  peculiar  doty  it  is  to  superintend  the  putting  of  the  works  under  contract, 
in  paying  contractors,  providing  engineers,  and  holding  regular  meetings  of  the 
Hoard,  to  locate  roads,  \c.,  could  not  well  leave  the  State  to  provide  the  iron; 
besides,  if  all  the  Commissioners  had  united  their  $20,000,  it  would  have  been 
t' m>  small  a  sum  to  make  a  purchase  of  any  adequate  quantity,  and  the  Fund 
Commissioner!  advancing  for  this  purpose  to  them,  would  have  been  advancing 
only  on  their  own  responsibility,  unauthorized  by  law.  In  fact,  the  Commis- 
noeare  of  Public  Works  should  confine  their  labors  entirely  to  the  Limits  of  the 
State,  oi  h  M  believed  then  they  will  have  as  much  to  do  as  can  be  performed. 
Whatever  iron  has  been  bought,  has  been  bought  by  the  Fund  Commissioners; 
whether  expedient  or  in  conformity  with  the  law,  the  Legislature  nay  better 
j  The  committee  are  satisfied  that  there  has  been  nothing  in  that  matter 

injurious  to  the  State. 

They  bave^ex*  mined  also  into  the  matter  of  the  distribution  of  the  county 
money.  The  section* of  the  law  making  the.  appropriation  of  8200,000  to  the 
I  •   Dtieta  in  the  State  not   benefitted  by  railroads  or  canals,  was  very  de- 

fective; and  it  was  .almost  impossible  to  distribute  it  as  was  intended.  Those 
counties  n.  which  the  iiinne\  was  coming  could  not,  by  any  legal  mode,  satisfy 

theCommi  toners  that  they  were  entitled,  yet  the)  had  the  righl  to  the  first 
money  raised,  [a this  emergency,  the  Fund  Commissioners  acted  upon  the  re- 
presentation of  tin-  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  which  they  general])  gave 
although  it  was  Dot  to  de  their  dutj :  and  all  the  counties,  through  which  do  road 

or  canal  did  pass,  re©  IV(  'I  tin  ir  moiie\  on  such  statements  w  hen  exploit  I \  givenf 
in  all  of  whjcii  your  committee  see  oothing  to  condemn  in  either  of  the  Boards, 
aa  too  great  strictness  of  construction  would  have  produced  injustice.  Fnder 
t  regulations,  the  money  hap  been  paid  to  the  order  of  the  count v  commis- 

sioners'court,  made  in  session,  and  receipted  for  by  their  agent. 

This  committee,  in  the  early  part  ol  its  session,  requested  to  be  furnished  with 
an  abstract  of  all  the  vouchers  on  file  in  the  Fund  Commissioners'  ollice,  which 


noo»been  done,  and  is  h  a  part  of  their  labors  •fin  ».• 

K    »ugh  of  t-.  huve  been  compared  wil  'iers  and 

pap  I  thoy  are  generally  only  procu  red 

to    i  ■  alh  Ibe  churn  <  *  *  I  *r*  > ""  •'■  '  w°o> 

ors  of  Pi  il  was  impossible  i"    ,  i  minute  investiga- 

tion of  each  p  of  expenditure;  and  formatioji 

Ii;i    been  •■<  fore  ibis  time  presented  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislatu  on* 

mittee  b  ibmil  them  for  the  examination  of  that  body. 

This  committee,  after  having  seen  from  these  abstracts,   allow  ontin- 

gent  and  travelling  expenses  to  engineers  and  others,  h.  .-lu- 

sion,  thai  it  is  exp<  dient  and  proper  for  them  to  icir  opinion  of  the  pro- 

prietj  of  regulating  generally  Hie  uorpa  of  engineersi  limiting  their  numbar,and 
fixing  definitely  their  salaries,  and  excluding  all  contingent  allowances.  If 
services  hive  been,  owing  to  an  v  particular  causes,  extraoriiiM  >iial 

<-' >i 1 1 1 >  msation  ought  to  be  sanctioned  only  by  the  Legislature,  and  by  that  |>ower 
only  linaiJ  \  adjusted  and  allowed. 

four  <• mittee  have  also  examined  the  office  "t"  Fond  Cdmm  .  toas- 

certain,  it'  possible,  bow  far  it  is  serviceable  to  the  system  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment, independent  of  the  duties  of  borrow  ing  mono]  locacry  on  Hi  public  works; 
and,  from  all  we  have  been  able  t<>  learn,  w  ■  hate  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
as  a  part  of the  system  connected  with  its  fiscal  operation,  and  its  aid  m  the  - 
and  satisfactory  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  il  is  decidedly  advantageous, 
and  is  sndispeasabl]  accessary;  and  we  are  not  convinced  that  any  other  subsii- 
tutecan  be  found,  which  will  combine  all  the  advantages  thai  that  oil, 
whajb  taken  in  cotineetioti  with  that  of  th<  Board  of  P  ■  '>     km.    Another  stim 

ofhorrowing  mone)  taigbl  be  proposed,  and  another  plan  of  auditing  or  checking 
tin-  expenditures  might  l>e  divmed;  bul  it  would  be  rsie  if  they  could  !>•■  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  Bystem  itself;  and  u  herever  the  duties  ef  that  offieai  in 
the  even!  of  n  change,  might  devolve,  Ihesameamountof  duties  would  !*•  required. 

Th    committee,  also,  upon  the  examination  into  the  office  of  Fund  <  onpsnis- 
stoners,  have  (bund  thai  there  is.  in  the  accounts  of  the  late  J.  W  .  m  phen 
Ootnmissioner  of  the  sixth  judicial  circuit*  •  deficit  of  fourteen  thousand  s 
dollars  and  and  seventy  cents;  which  fact  is  respectful ly  submitted. 

The  committee  have  be  in  called  onl)  to  sp  tcificattons  sg  linst  two  of  the  <  2ons> 
mis  den  -vs  of  Public  Works.    The  one,  Murray  MaConneU  Bss>,  and  the  other, 

William  Kiime\  .  Ksq. 

The  test  i  men  j  m  the  latter  case,  was  chiefly  in  relation  to  a  charge  of  altar* 
ihg  the  ancient  route  of  the  western  mail  road.  The  testimony  in  regard  to  this 
charge  is  short,  and  needs  no  comment.     It  is  •  ■espoctfulfy  submitted, 

as  placed  on  the  journals  of  ih immittee. 

The  committee,  upon. their  organisation,  adopted  rules  whiah  required  both 

question  and  answer,  aiiil  all  the  testimony  to  Ik-  taken  down  in  w  ntin«»-  and  ; 

come  to  the  conclusion  to  express,  as  n  commitaae,  uoopurina  ot'its  b.  sriag  opon 
the  persons  accused.     \  ny  opinion  ofthe  eosunitfese  would  be  the  ausjecl  of  cam* 

plaint  with  all  thoss  who  differed  with  them;  audit  lias  been  1 1 

to  pronounce  no  judgment,  but  leave  the  testimony  U  od  to  the 

pill'he. 

In  the  ease  ofMr.  McConnal,  the  testimony  is  loo  rohiminous  to  s.-.m  it  ins 
■  xiihle  time,  an  I  with  that  accuracy  which    •  tired  in  a  report  Jo 

be  preserved  on  your  records.     The)  th  refore   respectfully  submit! 

report,  and  the  eoeampanyiag  documents,  and  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from 

the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

*Thoii!wr:i,-j  referred  teaass  been  printed  in  the  report  of  the  CommmoMn  01 
Public  Works. 


JOURNAL 


THE  JOINT  SELECT  COMMITTEE  OF  INVESTIGATION. 


Joint  Resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

"Rcsoh-ed  by  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives,  That  a  joint  select 
I'oiruniUi ■< i,  consisting  of  four  members  of  the  Senate,  and  seven  members  of  the 
House  of  Kcpresentativcs,  be  appointed  to  investigate  all  charges  and  complaints 
which  ma)  be  preferred  against  any  member  or  members  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works;  and  that  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  examine  witnesses,  take  de- 
positions, and  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  do  such  other  things  as  may  seem 
to  them  indispensably  necessary  towards  obtaining  a  full,  fair,  and  complete  in- 
vestigation; and  that  said  committee  are  required  to  examine  the  books,  accounts, 
and  vouchers,  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  of  the 
l'unil  ( '(.inin^sioners. 

"That  they  also  examine  whether  any  of  said  Commissioners  have  violated  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  In- 
ternal Improvement,"  or  of  any  of  the  acts  supplementary  thereto;  or  whether 
any  <>f  mid  ( ommisaionera  have  given  such  an  interpretation  to  any  of  said  acts 
da  to  the  detriment  of  the  State,  or  to  bring  discredit  and  suspicion  on  tho 
offlcera  charged  with  the  enforo  rn<  n1  of  said  acts;  and  that  they-  have  leave  to 
report  by  lull  or  otherwise,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  said  committee,  the  present  laws 
have  been  found  insufficient  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  State." 

'•Saul  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk,  to  keep  a  record  of 
their  proceedings,  and  take  down  such  testimony  as  the  committee  may  direct; 
and  the  examination  of  all  witnesses  shall  be  made  under  oath. 

Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate:  Messrs.  Gatcwood,  Hacker,  Browning, 
and  Richardson. 

Committee  on  the  part  ofthe  House:  Messrs.  Thornton,  Hardin,  Robinson 
French,  Calhoun,  Napcr,  and  Roman. 


THURSDAY,  Januahy  3,  1839. 

The  joint  select  committee,  appointed  under  tho  resolution  on  the  preceding 
page,  met  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Proton! "  Mnasro  0Otewood.  Hacker,  and  drowning,  <»f  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Thornton,  Hardin,  Robinson,  French,  Calhoun,  Naper,  and  Roman,  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Oatewood  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  appointed  Andrew  Johnston  their  clerk. 

The  committee  then  adjourned  until  the  next  evening,  at  7  P.  M.  at  the  com- 
mittee room. 

FRIDAY,  January  4,  1839,  7  p.  m. 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment, act  their  room. 

A  communication  to  the  chairman,  from  A.  Hrockonbrough,  presenting  certain 
charges  against  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Hoard  of  Public  Works, 
and  uctiug  Commissioner  of  the  first  judicial  circuit,  was  received,  and  read. 
( >n  motion  of  Mr.  Naper, 

The  Scrgeant-at-arms  was  sent  to  notify  Messrs  A.  Brockenbrough  and  A.  0, 
Hcrndou  to  appear  before  the  committee  immediately. 

Messrs.  Brokenbrougb  and  Herndon  appeared* 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Browning, 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  l>e  requested  to  issue  sub: 
for  Austin  BrOCkenbroagh»Jamea  M.  Hueklin,  Thomas  T.January,  James  Waldo, 
and  Charles  Oakley,  returnable  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  commit' 
(  >n  motion  of  .Mr.  I  'alhoun, 

Ik&ohtd,  Thai  Mr  McConnel  be  furnished  a  copy  of  the  ehortfM  preferred 
against  him  by  Mr.  Rrockcnbrough,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  inform  thi- com- 
mittee if  he  has  anj  witnesses  that  he  wishes  to  be  suhp<rnncd  on  his  l>ehalf;  and 
that  he  furnish  the  names  and  residence  of  the  persons,  if  any,  he  may  wish  to 
give  testimony  in  his  behalf. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Browning, 

Resolved,  That  a  sub-committee  of  th  ippointod  to  draft  rales  far  Al 

government  of  the  joint  committee  of  investigation,  and  that  they  rej»ort  to  the 
next  meeting. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Browning,  Thornton, and  Calhoun,  Im-  that  committee. 

Present  at  this  meeting:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  and  Richard- 
son, of  the  Senate:  Messrs.  Thornton.  Hardin.  Preoofc,  Culhoun,  NopM)  and 
Roman,  of  the  House  of  Represents^ 

The  committee  then  adjourned  until  Monday,  7th  January,  nt  half past  six  P.  M 

MONDAY,  Jam-aky  7,  1889,  8J  r.  m. 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  tip-ir  room. 

Mr.  Browning,  from  the  Bob-committee  appointed  to  draft  rules,  repotted  th.? 

following,  wlueh  were  read  and  adopted: 

Rim. 

1.  A  majority  of  the  committee  shall  conetitute  a  quorum  to  do  business. 
%,  The  committee  shall  be  governed  in  all  its  proceedings  by  the  rulcsofthe 
House  of  Representatives,  except  as  is  herein  otherwise  provided. 

3.   At  every  meeting  <>f  the  committee,  the  clerk  shall  take  down  the  tin' 
the  members  of  the  committee  present,  and  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  motion* 
and  resolutions  pieseuted  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 
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4.  The  committee  will  investigate  all  charges  made  against  any  of  the  officers, 

onguu  :rs.  <>r  agents  of  the  Internal  Improvement  system,  which  arc  or  may  be 

n  writing,  by  a  responsible  individual.     They  will  also  examine  into 

duct  of  any  of  said  officers,  engineers,  or  agents,  when  requested  by  any 

iuu  mi  mli  in  <>i  tin-  ooiflmitteo. 

:>.  \\  Ik  ii  a  witness  is  under examination  before  the  committee,  any  member  of 
the  committee  shall  U-  at  liberty  to  interrogate  him;  and  every  verbal  question, 
asked  lis  a  member  of  the  committee,  shall  be  answered  verbally,  if  insisted 
upon  by  two  or  more  members  of  the  committee. 

ti.  li'anv  written  question  be  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  committee,  the 
witness  under  examination  shall  not  be  compelled  to  answer  the  same,  unless 
required  to  do  so  by  ut  least  three  of  the  members  of  the  committee  present. 

7.  No  questions  shall  go  upon  the  journals  of  the  committee,  except  such  as  are 
proposed  in  writing;  nor  shall  any  answers  of  witnesses  go  upon  the  journals,  cx- 
a  pt  rock  as  are  made,  in  reply  to  written  questions. 

8.  The  yeas  and  nays  on  any  question  shall  be  taken,  when  requested  by  any 
two  members  of  the  committee. 

'.».  \<i  person  shall  be  admitted  before  the  committee,  except  by  special  order 
of  the  committee*. 

A  communication  from  Murray  McConnel,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
was  laid  before  the  committee,  and  read. 
( »n  motion  of  Mr  Napcr, 

Mr.  Hrockenbrough  was  sworn  to  give  testimony, in  connection  with  the 
charges  preferred  by  him. 

On  motion,  Mr.  McConnel  was  admitted. 
(  in  motion  of  Mr.  Browning, 

The  following  additional  rule  was  adopted: 

10.  When  witnesses  are  under  examination  before  the  committee,  in  connection 
with  charges  preferred  against  any  person,  the  person  charged,  and  the  person 
making  the  accusation,  snail  be  permitted  to  be  present,  but  shall  ask  no  question, 
i  \ < ■ .  | . t  through  a  member  of  the  committee. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 

/.'■  foes',  Tnat  the  committee  now-  determine  which  of  the  charges  and  speci- 
fications exhibited  against  Murray  McConnel  they  will  proceed  to  investigate. 

Mr.  Thornton  asked  of  the  witness,  A.  Bror.kenbrough,  the  following  written 
question  : 

From  whom. do  you  derive  your  information    upon  which  you  predicate  your 
.  thai  Mr.  lid  onnel  has  violated  the  47th  section  of  "An  act  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  general   system  of   Internal  Improvements,"' in    force  the    27th 
February.  \*'M  I 

Answer:   From  James  1'..  Waldo,  of  Meredosia. 

Betolved  hi/  tin  rnnimitlir,  That,  they  proceed  to  investigate  the  first  specifica- 
tion of  the  firs!  charge. 

The  question  above  asked  by  Mr  Thornton  was  asked,  in  relation  to  the  second 
specification  of  the  fust  charge.      The  same  answer  was  returned. 

(»-/.  That  tin-  committee  investigate  the  second  specification  of  the  first 
charge.  , 

Rfsolvtd,  That  the  committee  invi  stigate  the  second  charge. 

Krsi>/n/l,  That  the  committee  investigate  the  third  charge;  and  that  time  be 
allowed  said  McConnel  for  his  defence. 

Question  by  Mr  Thornton:  From  whom  did  you  derive  the  information  that 
Mr.  Met 'onnel  paid  out  promissory  notes,  as  cash,  to  engineers  and  others,  and 
received  credit  for  them,  as  cash,  in  his  accounts  with  the  Fund  Commissioners? 

•Repealed,  31st  January. 
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Answer:  From  Mr.  Buoklic,  now  an  engineer;  and  Mr.  Von  Horn,  formerly 
an  engineer. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  first  and  second  specification*  of  the  fourth  charge  he  in- 
veatigated. 

Quest k.ii  by  Mr.  Thornton:  From  whom  did  you  derive  the  informa:ion  con- 
tained in  the  third  specification  of  the  fourth  chai 

Answer,  From  James  E.  W ' •  1 1  lo: 

Resolved,  That  the  third  specification  of  the  fourth  charg  -rigaicd. 

The  question — "Shall  the  first  additional  specification  to  the  fourth  charge  be 
investigated'/"  was  decided,  l.y  yeas  and  na\s  in  the  negative. 

Those  whdvoted  in  the  affirmative,  are.  Messrs.  Hrowuing,  Calhoun,  Hardin, 
and  (Ja  to  wood — 4. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs.  Richardson,  I  la<k-r.  Najier, 
Roman,  Thornton,  and  Rohinson — f». 

Resolved.  That  the  POSOad  additional  specification  to  the  four'.h  charge  b 
investigated. 

Iiis,)lnd,  That  the  third  additional  specification  to  the  fourth  charge  he  hrves- 
tigated. 

Resolved,  That  the  fifth  charge  be  investigated. 
Un  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 

Resolved,  That  the  witnesses  required  in  this  investigation  be  subpomacd  to 
attend  before*  this  committee,  on  the  ",11st  nist..  to  give  testimony!  :it  which  time 
the  committee  will  proceed  to  hear  all  the  testimony   in  the  case. 

And  then  the  committee  adjourned  until  Thursday  next,  at  hall  P.  M. 

Present  at  this  meeting:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  and  Richardson, 
of  the  Sen  it,-;  Messrs.  Thornton,  Hardin, Calhoun.  Rohinson,  Na|)or,  and  Roman, 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Till  RSDAY,  January  10,  1839.  «i  r.  m. 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  their  room. 

Present:  Messrs.  |  lacker.  Richardson,  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate,  Messrs. 
Thornton,  Hardin,  Roman,  flap  P,  Kohinson,  and  Calhoun,  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

A  communication,  from  A.  Brockenbrough    wns  received  and  n  ad. 

Mr.  McConnel  proposed  to  the  committee  that  the  depositions  of  certain  wit- 
nesses in  Morgan  county  should    be   taken,    instead  of  requiring  their   jK-rsonal 
attendance;  which  was  agreed  to. 
( hi  motion  of  Mr.  ( 'alhoiiu, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  MoCOBOel  !«■  permitted  to  proceed  to  Jacksonville*  to  tnke 
the    depositions  of    such  witnesses  as    find  it    inconvenient  to   attend  before   this 

committee;  that  .Mr.  Brockenbrough  he  also  permitted  lo  procure  lbs  dense  I 
of  such  persons  as  cannot  attend  before  this  oonirnittee;  and  that  the  said  uN 
tions  he  token  before  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  Morgan  county, 

whom  shall  reside  in  Jacksonville. 

t  hi  motion  of  Hr«  Brow  ning, 
Rosohed,  That  the  depositions  above  referred  to  be  take*  on  t'ne  1 7  th  instant, 

and  that  the    justices    continue   from    day  to  day  until  they   complete  the  son*-; 

due  notice  being  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  same,  bj  Mr.  Hoi 
nel  to  Mr.  Bjoekenbrough,  and  by  Mr.  Brockenbrough  to  Mr.  McConjaaV 
pectively,  before  proceeding  to  take  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  rurnish  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
Messrs.  McConnel  and  Mrockenhrough  immediately. 

The  following  communication  was  laid  before  the  comni  tic  hy  Mr.  Hardin: 
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Seward's,  January  9,  1839. 
Sin:   In   nv  charge  against  McConnel  for  neglect  of  duty,  (the  last  charge) 
1  stat  •  tint  hifl  accounts  were  rendered  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works;  I  ought  to 
ml  to  the  Board  of  Fund  ( Vimmissioners.     I  want  Mr.  Mather  summoned 
to-morrow,  on  that  and  other  charges,  per  my  schedule. 

Respectfully, 

A.  BROCKENBROUGH. 

To  J.  J.  Hardin, 

Member  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation. 

The  committer  agreed  to  take  the  evidence  ofThomasT.  January,  in  relation 
to  the  first  specification  of  the  first  charge,  preferred  by  A.  Brockenbrough 
against  M.  McConnel,  which  said  specification  is  in  these  words: 

"Cm  viti.i:  FiasT. — Violation  of  the  47th  section  of  the  act. 

"Specification  First.  -In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner  as 
aforesaid,  did,  whil-t  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the 
first  judicial  circuit,  enter  info  a  contingent  contract,  bargain,  and  understanding, 
with  lames  K.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  citizens  of  the  town  of  Mcredosia,  in 
the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois;  in  which  said  McConnel  agreed  and 
bound  himself  to  purchase,  of  said  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  a  certain 
tract  or  parcel  of  land,  lying  within  the  limits  of  said  town  of  Meredosia,  which 
is  a  rfeaigntfted  point  on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad;  which  said  purchase  and 
sale,  by  said  Waldos  to  said  McConnel,  was  made  and  entered  into,  on  or  about 
the  'JKt  day  of  April,  lb37,  in  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid:  and  which  said  purchase,  by  said  McConnel,  was  made  after  said  Mc- 
Connel  had  been  appointed  to  and  accepted  of  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works,  and  previous  to  the  location  of  said  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road to  and  through  said  town  of  Mcredosia  having  been  publicly  made  known; 
and  that,  when  said  location  was  made,  it  passed  entirely  through,  and  immediate- 
ly in  contact  with,  said  purchase;  and  for  which  said  McConnel  promised  to  pay 
the  sum  of  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents,  or  thereabouts." 

\u  instrument  in  writing  was  laid  before  the  committee,  in  the  words  and  fig- 
ure, following,  to  wit,  with  an  erasure  in  the  fifth  line,  and  an  interlineation 
above  a: 

"Jacksonville,  January  5,  1837. 
"I  hereby  agree  and  contract  with  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  that 
if  they  can  effect  B  purchase  of  Joseph  Duncan,  of  all  his  interest  in  the  town  of 
oain,  the  ('.Try  excepted,  or  a  part  of  his  said  interest  in  said  town,  at  a  rate 
not  to  exceed  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  all  said  interest,  said  ferry  excep- 
ted, mm  :.  credit  not  less  than  ten  years,  that  I  will  take  of  them,  at  cost,  at  least 
one-third  of  mid  purchase;  provided  it  is  made  within  six  months  from  thisdate; 
and  provided,  they  do  not  give  more  than  eight  percent,  interest  on  the  purchase 
money,  sod  Duncan  hiving  the  privilege  to  reserve  ten  of  the  lots,  already  laid 
for  the  Illinois  college,  to  be  designated  by  said  Waldos;    and  also  ten  lots 
more  of  the  land  not  ret  laid  out,  when  it  shall' be  laid  out,  for  said  college,  to  be 
uated  by  said  Duncan. 

M.  McCONNEL." 

Thomas T.  January  was  sworn,  and  gave  the  following  testimony,  in  reply  to 
the  questions  proposed: 

Question  1.  by  Mr.  I  [ardim  Btate  what  you  know  of  Mr.  McConnel  purchasing 
any  lots  of  land  of  J.  E.  and  1).  Waldo,  in  Meredosia.     Was  there  a  written  con  . 
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tract;  if  so,  state  if  you   know,  whether  it  was  signed  hy  Mr.  McConnel,  an<J  in 
whose  hand- writing  said  contract  \sas  writtabl 

Answer:  I  know  that  Murray  McConnel  <li<l  make  a  contract  with  Mr.  J.  K. 
Waldo,  to  take  ono-third  of  said    W  aide's  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land  in  the  ("wn 
of  Meredcsia,  from  the  fad  of  seeing  a  contract,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Wuldo.  and 
signed  by  Mr.  Murray  McConnel.    (The  contract, copied  on  the  preceding  ; 
was  hen-  shotj b  to  Mr.  January  before  asking  bim  the  text  quest  on,  N< 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Is  the  contract  here  exhibited  theom  of  which 
you  speak, and  is  the  signature  Mi-.  McConnel'a  band-writingl 

Answer,  1  think  it  the  same:  It  baa  been  some  month-  aw  it,  and  could 

not  say  pontivel)  it  is  the  same.     I  believe  the  signature  to  be  Mr.  McConnel'a 
hand-writing. 

Question   3,  by    Mr.  Naper:  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard,  of  any  other 
contract  between  said  Waldos   and  McConnel,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  said 
contract,  except  the  one  here  exhibited? 
Answer:   1  do  not. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Hardin;  Did  Messrs.  J.  E.  and  D.  Waldo  purchase  the  lots, 
named  in  said  contract,  of  Joseph  Duncan;  and,  if  so,  were  any  of  said  lots  situ- 
ated on  the  line  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad? 

Answer:  1  was  informed  by  both  Mr.  Waldo  fnd  Joseph  Duncan,  that  the  pur- 
chase was  made  of  Duncan.  There  is  no  lot,  included  in  that  purchase,  situated 
immediately  On  the  line  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad   as  now  located. 

Question  "»,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  How  far  is  anyone  of  the  lots  in  said  purchase 
from  the  line  of  said  tailroi  dl 

Answer:    between  thirU   and  sixty  feet. 

Question  t'»,  bj  Mr.  Thornton:  Werevou  aware  of  the  date  of  the  contract  in 
question,  before  it  was  exhibited  to  you  this  evening? 

Answer:    vi 

Question  7,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  McConnel  was  not  at 
Vandalia  during  all  the  month  of  January,  18371 

Answer:    I  do  QOt  recollect  positively    whether  he  was  or  not. 

Question  8,  by  Mr.  Thornton:   Have  you  any  knowledge  whether  the  contract 
now  shown  you    is  the  one  to  which  Mr.  Brockenbroogu  alludes,  when  be  - 
in  bis  charge  against  Mr.  McConnel,  tint  the  said  McConnel  entered  into  ■  con- 
tingent contract,  bargain,  and  understanding, with  Mr.  Waldo? 
\  nswer:    It  is  the  same. 

Question  '.).  by  Mr.  Browning:  Were  any  of  said  lots  on  the  line  of  the  North* 
era  Cross  railroad,  as  originally  located)     Has  the  location  of  said   r» 

c  hanged:  and,  if  so.  how  was  that  change  effected;  and  was  it  order-  d  tO  be  made 
\>\    Mr.  McConnel,  or  was  it    made   by  the  engineer,    without    his   (McCoQO 
direction? 

Answer:  There  were  lots  on  the  line  of  the  original  location  o(  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad.  The  location  has  been  changed.  Mr.  McConnel  told  James 
Dunlap  and  myself  to  say  to  Mr.   J.    M.    Bucklin,  to  alter  the   location    it  he 

thought  il  advisable — and  was  changed  hy  Mr.  J.  M.  I'-ucklin. 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Do  you  know  when    said   propertyi 
longing  to  Joseph  Duacan,  was  situated  in  Mere.: 

Answer;  I  co  lid  not  point  out  all  th  i  particular  lots.  1  have  only  an  idea  of 
their  general  locality. 

Question  11,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  When  was  the  purchase  made  >a  Duncanl 

Answer:  As  uear  as  I  can  recollect,  it  was  in  the  spring  of  |fi 

Question  12,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  What   was   the   character  of  the  purchase, 

and  what  particular  lots  w<  ie  purchased,  and  in    what  addition  were  the  lots  si'- 

uatcd? 


12 

Answer:  Thecharacter  of  the    purchase  was,  that  said  Waldo  was  to  pay 
■aid  Duncan  iii  a  certain  time,  with  interest,  forthe  greater  portion  of  bis  (Dun- 
,  inter  >i  in  Cobb  and  Ay  lea  worth's  addition  to  the  town  of  Meredosia,  and 
in  the  original  [own  plat.     1  cannot  say  what  particular  lots  were  purchased. 

Q  i  13,  by  Mr.  McConnel:   Does  th«   road,  as  now  located  and  comple- 

ted, [..nch  any  part  of  Cobb  and  Ay lesworth's  addition,  and  was  not  all  of  Dun- 
can*i  into  resj  in  one  of  those  additions? 

Answer:  It  does  not.  1  have  always  understood  that  a  part  of  Duncan's  in- 
leresl  «  is  in  the  original  plat  of  the  town  of  Meredosia. 

Q  ition  1  1.  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Did  not  you,  as  contractor,  by  order  of  the 
engineers,  commence  work  near  one  mile  from  Meredosia;  and  was  nut  that  so 
ordered   because  the  location  was  not  finally  made  in  Meredosia? 

A.nsw  ir:  1  did,  as  contractor,  commence  about  one-half  mile  from  the  termi- 
nation of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  at  the  Illinois  river,  to  make  fills  and  ex- 
cavation-. I  did  not  understand  that  the  road  was  not  permanently  located,  when 
[  commenced  excavating  and  filling,  as  1  had  previously  cleared  the  whole  of 
timber,  up  to  the  termination  of  original  location.  When  the  clearing  was  done, 
the  side  Btakea  were  not  driven,  only  the  cut  and  fill  marked  on  the  centre 
stakes. 

V  -lion  15,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Was  the  first  line  run,  and  the  one  spoken 
of  by  you  as  a  location,  any  thing  more  than  a  random  line;  and  was  not  the 
ronl,  as  now  built,  put  upon  the  real  and  proper  location? 

Aasweft  I  understood  that  the  first  line  was  intended  to  have  been  a  perma- 
nent location.  The  road,  as  now  made.  1  understand  to  be  a  change  of  that 
location. 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  From   whom  did  you  understand  that   the  first 
location  was  a  permanent  one?  and,  if  you  ever  had  any  conversation   on  this 
t  with  .Mr.  .McConnel,  state  it. 

Answer:   1  understood  this  from  Mr.  McConnel  and  James  M.  Bucklin. 

Question  17,  by  Mr.  Calhoun:  Do  you  know  why  the  location  was  changed? 

Answer:   I  was  informed  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Bucklin,   chief  engineer,  that  the  rea- 
son be  changed  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  the  town  of  Mer- 
eaosi  i  was,  thai  the   change  was  on  the  best  ground,  provided  a  bridge  was  ever 
thrown    ov.r   the  Illinois    river,  by  permission  from  Murray  McConnel  to  make 
location  where  he  deemed  most  advisable. 

Question  In,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Are  you  not  informed  that  Mr.  James  E. 
Waldo  wrote  me  a  letter  proposing  a  bribe  to  locate  the  depot  upon  his  land? 
State  your  information  upon  that  subj3ct. 

Answer:  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  McConnel  that  Mr.  J.  E.  Waldo  had  offered 
bun  a  bribe  to  terminate  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  Meredosia,  on  his  land 
or  lots. 

(,»  stion  19,  by  Mr. Calhoun:  Do  you  know  any  thing  from  Mr.  Waldo  in 
relation  to  the  alleged  offer  of  B  bribe? 

I   know  that  Mr.  Waldo  admitted  to  me   that  he   had  written    Mr. 
in  I  a  letter,   unking    him  some    proposition   about    taking   some  of  his 
propvtj  in  Weradosia  for  a  depot,  which  he    (Waldo)  considered   in  the  form 
of  a  bribe. 

Q  ition  \2i>.  by  Mr.  I  lalhoun:  Did  you  evOr  hear  McConnel  speak  of  posses- 
sing any  pro;,  tin  in  thetownof  Meredosia, acquired  uriBer  the  alleged  purchase 
of  Waldol  &     ■ 

Answer:  No. 

Q  1 31,  !■>  Mr.  McConnel:   In  the   location    of  the   road   or  the  depot  at 

M  ,  did  you  ev<  r  hear  Mr.   McConnel  say  any  thing  about,  or  allude  to, 

any  interest  that  he  had  in  Meredosia,  as  having  been  purchased  from  Waldo? 
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Answer:  I  nev<  r  heard  Mr.  BfcCoDMl  allude  to,  or  speak  of,  any  interest  ho 
had  in  tbe purchase  from  Gov.  Duncan,  cither  on  the  line  of  the  road,  or  at  it* 

termination  at  Me  redosia. 

Question  22,  by  Mr*  McConnel:  When   McConnel  told  Mr.  Dunlap  and  your- 

■ell  that  Mr.  Uueklin  should  go  down  and  locate  the  road  permanent.} 
dosia,  was any  thing  said  by  Md  lonncl  where  it  should  he  located,  or  d.d  he  al- 
lude in  any  way  to  his (AloConnel'fl)  interest  in  said  town. 

Answer:  When  Mr.  McConuel  requested  James  Dunlap  and  myself  totell 
Mr.  Buoklifl.  to  change  the  location  of  the,  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  Me  redosia, 
he  did  not  say  where  Baid change  should  he  made,  or  where  it  should  strike  the 
Illinois  river;  nor  did  he  allude  in  any  way    to  any  interest  be  bad  in  said  town* 

Question  V 3, by  Mr.  MeCounel:  Are  you  not  informed  of  the  making  of  the 
following  proposition:  That  Mr.  James  K.  Waldo  informed  me,  before  the  June 
court,  that  Ik;  had  been  notified,  by  certain  persons  in  Jacksonville,  that  ha 
(Waldo)  was  to  be  railed  upon  to  go  before  tlw:  L'rand  jury  with  a  rtew  of  in- 
dicting me  as  Commissioner; and  that  said  Waldo  then  proposed  that,  if  I  would 
locate  the  depot  upon  his  land,  be  would  clear  out  to  the  Black  Hawk  Pur- 
chase, and  would  not  appear  before  the  grand  jury;  but,  if  I  did  not  do  so,  he 
would  go  before  tin;  jurv,  and  have  me  indicted  m  Borne  way  or  other? 

Answer:  I  hair  hnjprl  tinmothlng  of  thin  finfnrn;  hut  when,  where,  or  the  par- 
ticulars thereof,  I  haw  no  distinct  recollection,  which  would  enable  me  to  state 
the  circumstances  connected  with  it. 

The  committee  agreed  to  examine  Jamas  EL  Waldo  in  relation  to  the  same 
charge  and  specification. 

James  K.  Waldo  was  sworn;  the  bond  or  contract  herein  before  copied  was 
shown  to  him,  and  lie  gave  his  testimony  as  follows,  in  reply  to  the  questions 
propose!  I : 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  Nardin:  State  whether  you  know  that  a  contract  between 
M.  EdoConnel  and  J.    K.  and  1).  Waldo,    shown   here,  W8J    BX<  CUtl    :  00  the  day 

it  bears  date,  or  at  any  other  time;  and,  if  so,  state  the  time. 

The  question  waa objected  to;  ami  the  question  was  put  to  the  committee — 
'•Shall  the  question  proposed  be  asked  of  the  witipsa?"  and  decided,  fcy  \easand 

nays,  as  follow  : 

In  the  affirmative — Messrs.  Drowning,  Hardin,  and  Thornton. 

In  the  negative — Messrs.  Hacker.  Naper,  Roman.  Calhoun,  and  Kobinson. 

The  question  being  required  by  three  of  the  members  present,  and  ir  the  thh 
rule,  (page  8  of  this  journal)  was  then  asked  of  the  witness. 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  Bardin:  State  whether  you  know  thai  a  contract  1>  I 
Mi  McConnel  and  J.  K.  and  lb  Waldo,  shown  bore,  was  executed  on  the  day  it 

bears  date,  or  at  any  other  time;  and,  if  so,  state  the  time. 

Answer:  It  waa  executed,  as  near  as]  recollect,  on   the  *Jl-t    April.  1S37. 
My  reasons  an?  these  for  thinking 80.    On  that  day  1  pa  il  Jos  ph  Duncan,  I 
Lewis  Giberson,  $80,  and  took  hia  receipt,  which  l  ,1831 

and  1  believe  that  ia  the  day.     It  was  not  made  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  Ifi 

Question  2}  by  Mr.  Browning:  Why  was  that  contract  dated  on  the  5th  Jan- 
uary, 1887,  when  it  was  realh  made  on  tin- "21st  of   April  1 

This  question  was  objected  to;  and  was  ordered  to  be  asked  of  ll  e  witness, 
by  the  following  rote  of  the  committee,  t  ikon  l>\  j  eaa  and  oa)  s: 

In  the  affirmative,  Messrs.  Naper,  Roman,  Robinson.  Browning,  Hardin,  and 

Thornton — 1'». 

In  the  negative,  Messrs.  Hacker,  and  Calhoun — '2. 

Question  -.  by  Mr.  Browning:  Why  was  that  contract  dated  on  the  5th  Jan» 
uary,  1837,  when  it  was  really  made  on  the  v!  1st  o[    April? 
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Answer:  I  think  I  drew  up  the  contract  and  dated  it,  without  consulting 
McConnel.  M\ reasons  for  ante-dating  it  wore,  that  McConnel  required  that 
a  contract  we  made  for  four  tote  in  Mcredosia,  about  four  weeks  before,  should  be 
dated  5th  January,  1837;  tlierefore  1  supposed  lie  would  wish  this  dated  back 
Oth  January.  IH'tf. 

Question  3,  l>\  .Mr.  Hacker:  Who  made  the  interlineation  in  the  contract,  and 
was  ,t  made  after  or  before  signing  it? 

Answer:  I  made  ft,  with  Mr.  McConncl's  consent,  and  after  his  signing  it.  I 
wrote  it  in  the  market-house,  and  then  showed  it  to  McConnel.  He  took  it  into 
the  poet-office  and  brought  it  hack  signed,  and  a  part  of  it  struck  out.  1  asked 
him  why  lie  struck  it  out,  and  he  said  it  was  surplusage.  I  said  I  thought  it  an 
important  part  of  the  contract;  and  he  said,  if  1  thought  so,  I  might  so  fix  it. 

Q  lion  1,  by  Mr.  Hacker:  Was  the  interlineation  made  in  the  presence  of 
M<(  Jon  Del,  and  how  long  after  the  signing  of  it? 

Answer:  It  was  not  in  his  presence.  1  went  immediately  into  the  market- 
house,  and  it  was  made  as  soon  as  1  could  go  back  there — 1  did  as  he  told  me  to 
do.  It  \\ as  the  same  day;  might  have  been  five  minutes  after  the  signing,  or 
might  have  been  two. 

I,)  i  stion  5,  by  Mr.  Naper:    Was  it  shown  to  McConnel  after  the  interlineation? 
Answer:   It  was  not — not  to  my  knowledge.  '. 

Question 6, by  Mr.  McConnel:  Did  you  ever  show  lAie  that  contract  until  to- 
night? 

Answer:  I  dont  know  that  I  over  have,  since  it  was  signed. 
Question  7,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Was  the  substance  of  the  contract  talked  over 
between  you  and  Mr.  McConnel,  before  you  wrote  it  down? 

Answer:  1  talked  to  Mr.  McConnel  about  his  taking  an  interest,  ns  he  told  me 
lie  wool  J,  previous  to  the  p:irchis3,  and  ho  rather  objected  to  its  baing  put  in 
writing,  but  agreed  to  the  purchase,  and  told  me  he  could  trust  to  my  honor,  and 
1  could  trust  to  his. 

Q  i  stion  8,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Was  the  instrument  drawn  after  the  purchase 
from  Duncan? 

Answer:  It  was  drawn  after  the  purchase  from  Duncan.  The  purchase  from 
Duncan  was  31st  March,  1837. 

Qnortion  9,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Have  you  any  other  testimony  than  your  own, 
that  the  date  of  the  contract  is  not  the  true  one? 

Answer:  1  dont  know  that  I  have,  unless  it  should  be  Governor  Duncan. 
Q       tion  10,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Do  you  know  why  McConnel  wished  the  con- 
tract Ik  lore  you   ante-dated? 

\     wer:   I  do  not  know  that  ho  did  wish  it  antedated.     1  ante-dated  it  because 

he    wished  a  previous  contract  ante-dated.     1  supposed  that  he  wanted  it  to  be 

b  ifore  the  passage  <>f  the  act. 

1         tion  11,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Did  you  inform  McConnel,  when  he  signed  the 

contract  before  you,  that  you  had  already  purchased  from  Duncan  the  property 

named  in  the  contract ! 

r:    Mr.  McConnel  and  I  talked  of  making  the  purchase  about  March 
court.      \\  Inn  I  came  to  town  the  day  the  contract  was  signed,  1  met  him  at  the 
market  steps.  He  said'  "Well  Waldo,  you  have  made  that  Trade  with  Duncan — it 
was  a  ver>  good  trade  "     I  understood  from  his  conversation,  that  he  knew  I  had 
the  trade  u  ith  Duncan. 
Question  12,  by  Mr  Hardin:   Was  the  agreement  between  yourself  and  Mr. 
McConnel  mad  J  before   the  21st   of  April,  and  before  it  was"  written   out    by 
I  was  ii  made  before  you  nude  the  purchase  of  Governor  Duncan? 
Answer:   During  the  session  of  March  eourt,  1  understood  Duncan    wished  to 
sell  out  bis  projKirty  in  Meredosia.  I  told  McConnel  of  it,  he  advised  me  to  go  and 
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buy  it  if  I  could,  and  he  would  take  an  interest  in  it;  that  was  all  the  agreement 
he  nade  with  roe. 

Question  18)  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Did  you  believe, at  the  time  the  first  contract 
for  the  four  lots  mi  entered  into  between  yourself  and  McConnel,  that  MoCoo* 
Del  wished  the  contract  ante-dated,  to  evade  the  47th  section  of  the  Internal  Im- 
provement law  of  1837? 

A iiswi -r:  That  was  my  understanding,  sir;  that  was  my  belief.  1  dont  know 
that  he  made  any  such  statement;  1  don't  think  he  did. 

(Question  14,  by  .Mr.  Hacker:  Why  did  you  not  present  the  contract  to  Mr. 
McConnel  since  your  purchase  of  Duncan? 

Aihurr:  I  have  .spoken  to  him  several  times  of  taking  up  that,  and  entering 
into  one  with  Duncan;  but  neve*  baft  presented  it  to  him.  I  think  about  the  5th 
day  of  July,  I  mentioned  to  him  about  taking  that  up,  and  going  into  that  with 
Duncan;  be  said  he  was  not  going  to  take  any  of  it:  I  asked  him  if  be  was  not 
going  to  take  any  of  it;  he  said,  not  till  after  the  road  was  located. 
Question  15,  by  Mr.  Naper:  Has  the  contract  ever  been  consummated  between 
you  and  McConnel;  and  has  any  part  of  the  property  come  into  tlie  possession 
of  McConnel? 

Answer:   No  further  than  that  contract  would  make  it  in  his  possession. 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  Naj>er:   Has  he  ever  exercised  ownership  over  it? 

Answer:   lie  never  has. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  until  half  past  six    I\  M.  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  11.  1839,  0  A  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present!  Messrs-Gatewtxfld,  Hacker,  and  ih-owning,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Thornton,  Hardin,  Naper,  and  Roman,  of  the  House  of  Keprcsrntat 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  until  Monday  January  14,  at  half  past 
six  P.  M.  ' 

MONDAY,  January  14,  1839,  6J  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  Messrs  Gatewood,  Hacker,  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Thornton,  Hardin,  Naper,  Roman, Calhoun, French, and  bV)binsoo,oi*tln  House 
of  Representatives. 

A  communication  from  John   Murrav.  handed  to  the  Chair  by   Mr.  Woman, 

was  received  and  read. 

On  motion  o£  Mr.  Browning, 

Rcso/rrd,  That  no  one  member  of  the  Roaxd  of  Public  Works  has  authority 
or  power  to  change  or  alter  the  looatin  of  the  Great  Western  mail-route,  with- 
out the  order  and  direction  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Mr.  Roman  presented  to  tiie  Chair  a  communication  from  J.  W.  Bradnbv;  wnich 

was  received  and  read. 

Mr.  Roman  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Besolsed  That  the  aot  nf  entering  u\w\  the  lands  of  individuals,  without  firs: 
asking  foi  the  right  ofws,Y,  is  a  violation  of  the  87th  and  88th  i  'the 

Internal  Improvement  act. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  words  "ask  and  in- 

serting •obtaining."  in  the  lieu  then  of. 

Mr.  Calhoun  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the  resolution,  by  yens  and  nays,  and 
decided  m  the  affirmative,  as  follow; 
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Those  voting  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs.  French,  Robinson,  Hacker,  Har* 
din,  Browning,  Roman,  Calhoun,  and  Gate  wood — 8. 

Mr   .\;i|.cr  roted  in  the  negative. 

.Mr.  Hardin  proposed  the  following  resolutions: 

ved,  i  hat  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  when  any  person,  through  whoso  land  a  railroad  may  be  located,  refuses 
to  donate  the  right  of  way,  to  proceed  forthwith,  on  notice  of  such  refusal,  to 
obtain  the  right  of  way  according  to  the  provisions  of  "An  act  concerning  the 
Bght  of  way,"  approved  548th  Pebruaryj  1833. 

A(.Wi</,  That  any  neglect  or  refusal  of  said  Commissioner  to  proceed  to 
obtain  the  right  of  way,  in  a  case  as  aforesaid,  is  a  violation  of  his  duty. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follow: 

1  bo  a  voting  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs.  Roman,  Calhoun,  Browning,  and 
Hardin— 4. 

Those  voting  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs.  French,  Robinson,  Hacker,  Naper, 
and  Gatewood — 5. 

A  communication  from  M.  McConnei  was  received  and  read. 
Un  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 

Rf  solved.  That  u  sub-committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts 
of  the  Board  of  Fund  Commissioners,  and  report  to  this  committee  the  result  of 
such  investigation. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Hacker,  and  Thornton,  be  that  committee. 

And  then  they  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  January  10,  1839,  at  half  past 
six  P.  M. 

TUESDAY,  January  15,  1839,  6  p.  m. 

A  called  me  ting  of  the  committee  was  held  at  the  office  of  the  Fund  Commis- 
sioners; and,  after  some  time  spent  in  examining  the  books  and  papers,  the  com- 
mittee adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  16,  1839,  6$  v.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

1       i  nt:  Mcs-rs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  and  Richardson,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Hardin,  <  !alhoun,  Roman,  and  Robinson,  of  .the  House  of  Representatives. 
Mr.  Browning  offered  the  following  resolntion: 

'ml.  That  this  committee  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  witnesses 
and  papers  in   support  ofthe  charges  which  have  been  preferred  against  M.  Mc- 
Cain el,  <  tanmissmner  of  Public   Works,  and  that  the  committee  continue  from 
day  to  day  until  the  investigation  be  completed;  which, 
( )n  motion  <>i  Mr.  Hardin, 
Was  laid  <>n  the  table. 

<  >n  motion  of  Mr.  Richardson, 
Resolved,  Thai  the  <  I  i  k  be  r<  quired  to  issue  subpoenas  for  the  following  wit- 
'"  •  i  •  ■•'.  William  Pollock,  James  L.  McKinney,L.  E.  H.  Houghton,  Joseph 
Dun. -an.  Joseph  < '.  Thompson,  Winfield  S.  Wilkinson,  Harvey  Finch.  William 
Kronen,  and  T.<".  Fogus;and  said  witnesses  to  be  summoned  to  appear  before  the 
invest      i  og  committee  on  the  24th  of  the  present  month. 

And  ihenthe  committee  adjourned  till  to-morrow  evening,  at 7 o'clock  P.  M., 
at  tin:  office  of  the  bund  Commissioners. 


THURSDAY  .J  ,v  .   ,   17,  18 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
sioncrs,  at7  p.  .m.;  ami  a  '  in  exam  |  papers* 

The   committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  their  r< 
tit,  at  6j  p. 

THURSDAY,  Januuu  24,  1889. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messr  .  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  Naper,  and  Roman. 

A  communication  from  James  K.  Waldo  ■■• 

Copies  of  certain  abstracts  of  vouchers,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Fund   I 

rs,  by  Murray  McConnel   and    Wm.   Kinn  the 

I  of  Public  Works,  wen-  received. 
And  then  the  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  on   Friday,  the  25th  instant,  at 
7  p.  M. 

PBIDAY,  January  25.  1889. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

iit:  Messrs.  Gratewood.  Hacker,  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate;    W 
ier,  Roman,  Robinson,  Calhoun,  and  Hardin,  of  the  House 

•mmunication,  received  yesterday  from  James  E.  W  to  the 

committee. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  laid  before  the  committee  sundry  additional 
to  the  charges  against  Murray  McConnel,  Comi 

And  then  the  committee  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  28th  insl 

MONDA1 ,  J.r.iAitv2s,  l- 

The  committe  met  pursuant  to  adjourn  ra< 

ent:    Messrs.  Gratewood,    Hacker,   Browning,  and    B  >f   the 

Senate;  Messrs.  French^  Naper,  Hardin,  Roman,  Thornl 
House  of  Repn  Bentatives. 

A.  Brockenbrough  preferred  another  charge  and  specification  Murray 

McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Hoard  of  Public  Works. 

ph  Duncan  was  Bworn  as  a  witness,  and  the  first  ip< 
charge  against  Murray  ael  was  read  to  trim.      The  examination  pro- 

id  as  follows: 
tion  1,  bj  the  Chairman:  State  what  you  know  in  relation  to  th- 
specification  of  the  tirsi  charge,  jusl  read  to  you. 

Answer:  1  did  not    know,  at    the  time  of  ro]  ..  that 

McConnel  had  any  interest  in  it. 

Question  vi:  Stat.-  the  date  of  the  contract  between  you  and  Waldo. 

Answer;  81st  March,  it 

Question  9:  Describe  the  proper t)  embraced  in  your  contract  with  t!     Waldos. 

Answer:   It  consisted  of  certain  lots   in    the  original  towi 
in  Cobb  and  Aylesworth's  addition  to  said  town:  andtome  land  n  ded 

into  lots,  m  the  same  quarter  section  as  that  addition. 

Question  4:  Was  t  i  located  at  tin-  time  of  purchase! 

Answer:   It  was  not,  at  that  time. 
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|ulll  [her  questions  Dot  taken  down,  Mr.  Duncan  gave  testimony  as 

•;,,!!  5:  The  North*  rn  Cross  railroad  runs,  as  he  thinks,  through 
I   ihe  lots  sold  to  W  nldo,  but  lie  is  not  positive;  thinks  hetoey  be  mis- 
question  •  '.:   If  the   railroad  does  not  run  through  the  lots,  it  does 
not*  touch  the  land  nol  laid  out,  which  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  or  more. 

9tion7:  The  land  not   laid  off  in  lots  is  within  a   mile,  or  less, 

,,f  the  railroad.  •,'.-»«  u 

V  rawer  to  question  8:  There  was  no  contract  between  himself  and  the  Waldos 

relative  to  this  land,  as  early  as  the  5th  January,  1837.     No  negotiation  was 

i  himself  and   the  Waldos,  at  any  time  previous  to  the 

:Ust  March,  1*37,  touching  the  Meredosia  property  sold  by  him  to  the  Waldos. 

to  question  !•:  He  knows  the  contract  was  made  after  the  law  pass- 

■\ vis  on  tiie  day  his  (Duncan's)  bond   was  dated,  31st  March, 

17.     It  was  delayed  for  security,  whether  for  more  than  a.day  or  two,  or  not, 

bed  collect.* 

Answer  toquestion  10:  He  never  had  any  conversation  with  McConncl  about 
the  purchase,  previous  to  the  purchase;  none,  except  since  he  was  summoned 
by  this  committee. 
to  question  11:  He  does  not  know  that  McConnel  ever  bought  any 
property  of  trim  (Duncan.)  Mr.  Wiggins  told  him  that  McConnel  bought  a  lot  of 
him,  which  he  (Duncan)  had  an  interest  in.  He  does  not  know  when  it  was  pur- 
chased; docs  not  know  of  McConnel's  buying  any  other  property  in  Meredosia; 
wee  never  present  at  any  bargain  made  by  him. 

a  -r  to  question  12:  If  there  had  been  a  contract  made  on  the  5th  January, 
1X17.  be  would  not  have  asked  as  much  as  $25,000  for  it  (the  property;)  or,  at 
ell  .vents,  would  have  taken  less.  The  property  in  Meredosia  had  been  dull,  but 
the  passage  of  the  railroad  act  increased  its  supposed  value. 
Question  13:  by  Mr.' Browning:  In  your  contract  with  the  Waldos,  you  re- 
ee  the  right  to  select  ten  lots  in  the  town  of  Meredosia,  for  the  use  of  Illinois 
college.  Could  the  Waldos,  prior  to  that  contract,  have  known  that  you  had  any 
intention  of  reserving  such  lots  for  the  use  of  the  college? 

Answer:  The  Waldos  could  not  have  known  his  intention  to  reserve  the  lots, 
prior  to  the  contract;  at  least  they  did  not  know  it  from  him,  nor  was  it  a  matter 
of  public  notoriety.  He  had  made  a  memorandum  in  his  own  books,  and  may 
have  given  a  m<  morandum  to  the  treasurer  of  the  college. 

Daniel  Waldo  waB  sworn,  as  a  witness  to  the  first  specification  of  the  first 

charge,  and  the  third  specification  of  the  fourth  charge,  and  examined  as  follows: 

The  first  specification  of  the  first  charge  being  read  to  him,  he  was  interro- 

Question  1:  State  all  you  know  in  relation  to  that  specification. 

,vcr:  James  E.  Waldo  was  at  Jacksonville,  at  the  March  court  in  1837. 
He  came  horde,  and  said  that  he  and  McConnel  had  had  some  talk  of  a  contract 
about  land  to  !><■  bought  of  1  hincan.  I  told  him  to  make  what  bargain  he  pleased 
with  McConnel.  He  wentaway,  and  came  back  for  a  power  of  attorney  from 
me.  He  afterwards  brought  hack  a  bond  from  McConnel,  which  I  objected  to, 
because  it  was  ante-dated. 

(The  bond  on  file  among  the  papers  of  the  committee,  and  a  copy  of  which  is 
preserved^  marked,  waeahown  to  the  witness,  and  identified  as  the  same.) 

•Tin  oriljbia]  bond,  from  Duncan  to  the  Waldos,  was   produced   to  the  committee  at 
ibe  * i in«-  of  putting  question  9;  and  a  copy  is  preserved  among  the  papers. 
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Dime!  and  I  ba  i  .  about  tii  t,  and 

McConnel  wanted  me  to  give  tip  the  bond. 
The  whole  afiair  of  the  contract,  between  J.  K.  Waldo  and  McConnel, 

going  on  rrom  the  '      '  i;   in  March  to  the  last  of  April. 

The  conversations  with  McConnel  were  had  wht: 

last  fall,  and  another  time  at  Jacksonville;  in  I'  -alk- 

ed  of  altering  the  locatin  i  of  the  road.  1 1 « -  told  Met  lonnel,  if  altered,  their  property 

at  Moredosia  would  not  be  so  valuable.  McConnel  replied,  the  location  should  not 

be  altered* 
The  power  of  attorney  was  exocutod    when  he  (James  K.  W.d 

during  the  session  of  court. 

Question  2:    Has  McConnel  exercised  any  ownership  over  th<- 

Answer:   !  In  never  sold  any  of  it,  that  I  know  of.     In  our  conver 

ike  of  it  as  uur   property— which  location  would  be  of  most  aii  ,  tlur 

f  property. 
He  never  had  any  conversation  with  .McConnel  about  the  date  of  tho  bond. 
He  believed  the  contract  was  void  in  law,  because  it  bore  a  wrong  dat< 
McConnell  could  prove  lu:  was  not  in  Jacksonville  on  the  5th  .  1837. 

James  E.  Waldo  assigned,  as  a  reason  for  ante-dating  th< 
Connel  and  he  had  conversations  about  that  bond,  (the  same  bond  shown  to  him, 
as  stated  above.) 

They  had  no  contract  with  McConnel  on  the  5th  January.     They  bought  no 
land  of  Duncan  in  Meredosia,  except  that;  had  no  other  contract  with 
except  their  mortgage  to  him. 

He  had  no  conversation  with  McConnel,  until  be  cam  road. 

They  never  spoke  of  the  ante-date. 

He  had  a  conversation  with  McConnel  last  fall.  McConnel  asked  him  for 
money  they  owed  him.  He  (Waldo)  said  they  had  advano  d  something  on  the 
Duncan  contract.  McConnel  said,  when  he  settled  that,  he  ttletnewn 

did  not  want  it  connected  with  other  matters. 

Question  8,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Have  yon  and  M.  McConnel  had  any  conversa- 
tion about  the  bond  given  by  M.  Me<  'ounel  to  J.  10.  and  D.  Waldo.'      If  so, 
what  transpired  between  you  in  (hod     conversations. 

Answer:  My  drat  conversation  with  Mr.  McConnel  was 
he  came  down  with  Bucklin  to  lay  off  the  railroad.    Th  start- 

ing point;  and  which  way  would  be  of  most  advantage  to  irchase — 

to  the  property  we  (McConnel  and  I)  had  there.    ••<  »ur  propert)  "  were  the  « 
It  started  on  one  of  the  lots  we  bought  of  Duncan. 

Oar  second  conversation  was  in  Jacksonville,  when  Jos.  Thompson  and  I  went 

up  to  see  if  they  would  let  Ufl  commence  work  nearer  in  tow  n.      !  ntu  I 

I  feared  he  would  alter  the  location  of  the  road,  which  would  injure  the  value  ,.f 
our  property.  McConnel  said:  "By  God  Almighty,  Daniel,  there  shall  l>e  >.. 

teration  in  the  location  of  that  road." 

Our  next  conversation  was  this  last  fell — last  September  Mc- 

Connel was  at  Meredosia,  the  first  time  he  was  there  this  fall.     McConnel 
we  were  owing  him  money,  and  be  wanted  tts  to  pay  it.     I  told  hirn  w 
about  $3,000  on  the  Duncan  purchase,  had  advanced  considerable  n  him. 

and  calculated  to  t;iU<-  it  out  of  that.     He  replied  he  did  not  want  it  to  ::•->  that 

way:  when  be  paid  th.it  Contract,  he  wanted  to  pay  the  whole,  to  ;t\  it  all  at 
owcr;  siid  be  and  James  K.  Waldo  bad  been  making  some  arrangement;  he  un- 
derstood that  was  to  be  given  up.  I  told  him  there  bad  b  '"out  it;  I 
understood  from  James,  be  was  unwilling  to  give  it  up.      1  \\ 

up,  if  be  would  give  me  something  reasonable.     He  said   he  would  like  to  lu 

given  up:  ami  we  would  settle  every  thing  all  up  between  us.      The  proposition 
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McC'uniul  n  quare  all  between  us.     He  .said   "I  will  square  all  ac- 

ini will  give  you    tin   di  |  ot  on  the  other  side  to  build — the 
nil  it  could  be  built  tor  the  advantage  of  the  State,  and  cheaper.'' 
:,ini  I    would  ilu  it;    1    woulu  give  up   the  papers;  and  1  .set  a  day  to  goto 
When  1  went  to  get  the  papers,   1  couid   not   get  them; 
i  .  rind  was  not  willing  to  give  them  up.     lie  said  the  depot  should 

lat  built  by  January  and  Dunlap,  on  this  side  the  river;  the  same 
ibout  tj  build. 

1:    Would  you    have  given  up  the  bond  merely   for  the  balance 
between  yon,  without  the  depot ! 
mi'.  1  would  not. 
ion  5.  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  you  and  Mr.  McConnelever  make  a  con- 
tract for  the  building  of  said  depot;  and,  ii'&o,  what  were  its  terms? 

Answ.  r:   McConnel  brought  a  contract  down,  for  me  to  make  copies  of,  and 
,  that  1  should  build  the  depot   for  the  same  as  Janua- 
ry anil  Dunlap  had  agreed  to  make  one  for.  it   was  to  be  a  similar  depot  to  that 
to  build  at  Meredosia,  and  was  to  be  made  according  to  the  estimates 
rineerb.     Said    contract  was  never  executed.     The  reason  why  1  did  not 
on   the  contract    was,  because  1  could   not  comply  with  the  contract.     I 
could  not  net  the  bond  to  give  up  to  him.        ' 

6,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Did  you  believe  that  Mr.  McConnel  had  a  right 
out  the  building  of  a  depot,  without  advertising  for  proposals? 
•..  r:  1  did  believe  that  he  had.     He  showed  me  the  statute,  which  he  said 
would  justify  him  in  doing  it.     1  believed  that  it  was  legal,  from  his  showing  me 
ttute. 
lion  7,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  endeavor  to  persuade  you 
andalia,  as  a  witness  on  this  occasion?  If  so,  state  what  he  said 
to  you. 

When  1  was  coming  here,  he  said  he  wanted  I  should  go  back,  that 

lit  take  my  deposition.     He  had  an  authority  to  take  my  deposition  and 

.  before  twujustices  in  Morgan.     He  wanted  me  to  go  back, and,  as  a  jus- 

eh)  to  take  the  depositions  of  others.     The  conversation   took  place  at 

.  between  here  and  Jacksonville,  as  Mr.  McConnel  was  going  home, 

and  I  was  coming  here.     1  was  not  then  summoned  to  come  as  a  witness.     Mc- 

b rough  to  go  back  to  take  depositions.     It  was  not  a 

pri\  rsation;  others  were  in  the  room. 

.  Mr.  McConnel:  When  you  offered  to  give  up  that  bond,  upon 
mdtion  that  you  could  have  the  depot  to  build,  did  not  McConnel  expressly 
tell  y»m    that  the  budding  of  the  depot  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  ? 

.it:  I  [e  i.  v  r  made  any  such  conversation  at  the  time.  When  he  came 
down  with  the  contract  for  me  to  sign,  he  said  several  times,  he  did  not  care 
whether  1  gave  up  the  bond  or  not;  that  made  no  odds  to  him.  There  was  no 
Mich  qg&vcrsation  at  the  time  the  agreement  was  made;  but  1  considered  the  giv- 
ing up  th'  -ation    for  giving  me  thedepotto  build. 

Qui  Mr.  McConnel:   Was  the  price  agreed  upon     that  you  should 

for  building  the  depot;  if  so,  what  part  of  the  consideration  did  the  giving 
up  of  this  bond,  form;  or,  were  you  tu  have  any  more  for  the  building,  in  conse- 
qu>  nee  of  the  giving  up  "f  this  bond  ? 

!y  the  conversation.     I  was  to  give  up  the  bond — 

tcs  for  building  die  depot — I   was  to  have  the 

fanuary  and   Dunlap.     There  was  no  sum  stated.     I  considered  I  was 

y  by  getting  the  depot  to  build.     I  supposed  it  was  all  legal, 

showed  me  the  law.     1  was  to  have  no  extra  pay  for  building  it,  in 
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jrivingup  the  bond.     Y.  I  igo  I  was  to  get,  was  the 

preference  of  th 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  McConnel:   Did  you  you  ,  ttcr  to   n 

lation  to  sai  -in]  'lid  1  write  to  you!  lf.su,  where  arc  tho* 

to  you  I 

Answer:   I    wrote  to  biro.     lb;  wrote  torn 


possession  of  .Mr.  Brockenbrough. 

(The  following  letter  was  shown  to  him.  and  ideotij 

"Dbas  Sib:  Yours  of  the1   10th  is  bet"'  *j  off, 
about  th<;  contract  over  the  river,                             erj  much  mistaken.     But  1 

this  day  received  a  letter  from  the  engineer    rer  the  ri-  liad 

li  -ard  such  a  thing  was  in  contemplation,  and  he  advia  d  son, 
as  he  says  it  will  not  be  needed.     And  now  as  you  seem  to  be  in>- 

I  believe  1  will  take  his  advice,  and  we  can  talk  it  over  in  the  spn;  .  >u!d 
happen  to  be  Commissioner,  which  i  dont  care  one  damn 

As  to  the  bond  to  the  witham  lot  you  mention,  I  am  i  -  of  it. 

The  same  belongs  to  Jns.  A.  Collins,  of  Pike  county,  a  Witham, 

and  the  only  claim  1  have  to  it  is,  that  1  am  it,  and*  the  i  pro- 
bably more  than  it  will  ever  pay,  s"  you  see  I  can't  make  th< 

request.  And  again,  friend  Daniel,  if  1  could,  I  would  not  upon  1  en- 
tion;  I  am  only  willing  to  cancel  claims  and  be  even  all  round.  And  really  1 
would  rather  have  the  monej  James   B.  and   D.  Waldo  Owe  me,   on 

than  do  that:  as  I  know  mighty  well  what  can  and  what  can't  l>c-  done.  As  tothe 

exposing  of  private   letters,  God   know-;  i  have  fmy 

friends  in  that.     But  we  will  Dot  disagree  about  that.     Tell  Jai  >ck. 

another  false  certificate,  if  he  likes  it.  1  think  1  will  be  at  Me  1  go 
to  Vandalia,and  sec  you.      You  mav  rclv  upon  my  aid  at  Yandalia 

M.  .M.:«. 'UN M.L.- 
Dan 'l  Waldo,  Ksq. 

Question  11,  by    .McConnel:  llu\  you  have 

been  in  tins  town,  that    if  McConnel  would  decline,   ami 
the  office  of  Commissioner,    those    charges  woald    be  withdrawn,  and  that 

would  l>e  the  best  way  to  settle  this  whole  matter  any  how  ? 

Answer:  1  said  i  presumed  the  whole  woul  tied  if  he  was  not  a  c 

date,  I  had  no  authority  for  saying  so. 

Question  12,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  what  part  ofth  da  the 

railroad,  as  first  located,  passed  through — was  that  considered  a  pennaneat 
cation,  and  Btaked  off;  and  di  1  the  road 
the  property  purchased  of  Gov.  Duncan?     And  when  was  tlv 
and  did  Mr.    McConnel  bs)  that  the  location  ^vas  changed  by  his  din   : 
nt f. 
\\er:   It  passed  through   Cobb  and  Aylesworth's  addition  on   W 
street.     It  was  staked  off,  by  side  and  grade  stakes — staked  out  by  Mr. 
It  ran  on  the  street;  and  from  section  one,  the  side  Btak<  s  wi  :•    nol  i  to 

the  lake.     Someof  the  lots,  purchased  of  Gov.  Duncan,  la}  on  \N 
The  location  was  changed  last  summer;  it  might  be  in  June  ; 
t i 1 1 lt  "ii  the  other  side  of  the  river,  which  1  think  was  in  July.  lid  it 

was  not  changed  by  his  direction  or  COD 

[The  last  answer    was  given,  on  in 

mittee,  and  sworn  tol>\  Mr.  Brockcnbr 

Qaestion  13, by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  tl  '  work  on 

the  roan,  as  it  was  first  located    through  the  property  purchased  of  and 

receive  estimates,  and  pay  upon  such  work  t 
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m  t:  They  grubbed  off  as  it  was  first  located.     I  do  not  know  whether 
they  received  pay. 

Q  eetion  1  1.  by  Mr.  McConnel:  You  say  this  contract  was  never  made.     Will 

you  now  State  whether,  at  any  time   while   this  contract  was  in   contemplation, 

sen  us,    that  the  giving    up  of  that  bond  should  not  make 

any  part  of  the  condition  in  said  contract  about  the  depot  I     State  what  was  said 

about  it. 

Answer:    We  <li<l  make  a  verbal  contract.     He  made  it  in  writing,  but  we 

signed  it.     When  he  came  down,  and  brought  the  written  contract,  I  then 

tuld  him  1  -lid  not  know   that  I  could  get  the  bond;    I  would  ifl  could.     He  said, 

•  •|  doot  Qt  about  that;  it  is  nothing  to  me  one  way  or  the  other;"  told  me 

to  come  up  t"  Jacksonville,  and  bring  the  bond  ifl  could  get  it;  but  whether  I  got 

the  bond  <>r  not,  he  would  give  me  the  contract  any  how.     This  was  the  second 

■  ind  time  he  came  down  to  Meredosia,  when  he  brought  down 

the  written  contract  to  be  copied.     1  copied  them,  and  made  some  little  alteration, 

and  t«>"l<  them  to  Jacksonville,  to  see  if  McConnel  would  sign  them.     1  gave  the 

copy  to  him.  !  Ie  Baid  he  would  take  it  and  examine  it,  when  he  had  time;  he  had 

not  time  then.     I  asked  him  once  or  twice,  if  he  had  examined  it;  he  said  he  had 

not:  had  not  had  time.     The  contract  never  was  executed. 

James  !'..  Waldo  again  examined. 

Question  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Have  you  and  your  brother  disposed  of  or  ex- 
changed  anj  of  the  property  bought  of  Gov.  Duncan  in  Meredosia;  if  so,  what 
w*a  thedate  of  the  transaction;  and  was  McConnel  consulted  with  upon  thesub- 
ject,  or  was  he  informed  of  it? 

Answer:  Wo  did  accept  of  the  following  arrangement  with  Duncan:  [Here 
a  bond  was  produced,  and  identified  as  the  same  by  the  witness,. a  copy  of  which 
follows:] 

•'Jacksonville,  August  27,  1838. 
"Where  1.  by  bond,  dated  31st  March,  1837,  to  convey  toD.  and  J. 

E.  Waldo,  four-nths  of  all  my  right  and  title  to  lot  No.  five,  in  block  No.  seven, 
\  ylesv  i  'i  -th's  addition  to  the  town  of  Meredosia,  Illinois,  on  condition 
of  the  said  Waldos  complying  with  the  conditions  of  said  bond;  and  whereas,  to 
c  npromtsG  with  Samuel  Wiggins  respecting  the  title  to  .said  lot,  I  agreed  to  take 
I  eight  in  block   eight,  and  to  relinquish  all  claim  to  lot  five  in  block 
i.     Now,  therefore,  J  hereby  agree  with  said  Waldos,  to  substitute  four- 
fifths  of  ots  five  and  eight  in  block  eight,  in  the  lieu  of  lot  five  in  block  seven, 
ag  to  receive  the  two  former,  instead  of  the  latter  lot. 

JOSEPH  DUNCAN,    [seal] 
JAMES  E.  WALDO,    [seal] 
DANIEL  WALDO,     [seal] 
"Atte  ::  E.T.  (toudv." 

\  continued:  Duncan  and  Wiggins  "having  previously  compromised  it. 

McConnel   was  not  consulted  or  advised  with  about  it. 
i  Waldo  was  discharged  from  further  attendance  asa  witness. 

termined  thai   they   would  not  proceed  to  investigate  the 
i  of  the  first  charge. 
And  then  the  committi  e  adjourned  until  the  next  evening. 

TUESDAY,  January  29,  1839,  7  p.  m. 

mittee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
1>r'  rs.   Gatewood;  Hacktr,  and   Browning,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 

'l,l  .  Hardin,  and  Robinson,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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L.  E.  II.  Houghton  was  sworn  as  a  witness  toihe  first  specification  of  the  fire? 
char 

Question  1:  State  what  you  know  of  die  contract  i  Valdos  and 

Mr.  McConnel,  for  property  in  Meredoawu 

Answer:  I  know  nothing  of  such  a  contract,  except  what  i  have  heard  others 
say. 

I  heard  James  E.  Waldo  and  McConnel  in  Qpnversation,  at  ti  rru  of 

court,  in  L68S.     They  were  in  bk  office — talked  of  the  locat,.  d  • 
Meredosia.     McConnel  expressed  dk  ■  'ii  at  the  present  location  ox  the 

depot.  I  understood  IVfcConnel  to  be  dissatisfied,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  his 
expectatipds  the  depot  was  located  at  the  time  it  was  located.  He  oba 
would  not  take  much  to  take  it  further  up  the  river,  with  the  same  curve.  There 
had  been  sonic  surveying  done,  that  would  justify  the  location  further  lp, sothat 
the  road  would  Strike  at  or  near  the  point  of  the  island. "'  1  know  nothing  of  two 
locations — the  maps    or    the  streets    of    M  .      McConn  dis- 

satisfaction with  the  location,  as  it  then  was,  and  now  is,  and  wanted 
further  up  the  river. 

Question  2:  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  any  other  location,  prior  to  the  on^ 
they  were  talking  aboutl 

Answer:  1  do  not. 

Question  3:  Were  they  conversing  ahout  any  change  of  location,  from  any 
other  or    former  one    in  Meredosia? 

Answer:    I   think  Mr.  Waldo  said    it  ought  to  go  into  town  by  some  other  place 

which  he  named;  ami  the  depot  ought  to  be  placed  where  it  h  intended]. 

1  do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  McConnel  gave  any  answer,  relating  to  an\  former 
location  of  the  depot.  The  location,  which  Waldo  said  ought  to  have  been  made, 
was  in  the  direction  further  up  the  river,  as  spoken  of  bei 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Browning'  Was  there  an^  tation  betn  Son- 

ne] and  W  aldo  about  property  they  owned  in  Meredosia  ? 

Answer:  I  do  not  recollect  of  any.     Th<  imenced  low; 

the  first  part  I  did  not  notice  sufficiently  to  n  any  thing  about  it. 

Question  5,  by  Vfr.  Browning:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  state  why  the  location  of 
the  road  and  depot  had  been  changed;  and  did  he  express  a  wish  to  have  it  moved 
further  up  the  river? 

Answer:  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  gave  any  reason  for  the  change,  i  under- 
stood that  Mr.  Bucklin,  who  ii  d  >wn,  located  the  depot  at  ■  time  he  did 
not  expect  it.  As  I  said  beTore,  he  ibserved  it  would  not  take  much  to  move  it  up 
the  nver.  The  road  has  not  been  changed  since  that  conversation.  1  did  not 
understand  McConnel  to  adroit  any  former  location  of  the  depot;  do  not  recollect 
that  he  did. 

S.  C.  PogUS  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  first  additional  sj  DO  to  the  :'. 

charge. 

Question  1:  State  all    you  know  relative  to  this  charge:      [The  charge  1 
first  read  tO  him.  | 

Answer:  I  bom  McConnel  a  lot  of  ground  for  four  hundred  and  tw 

'V\\>-  contract  was  made  on  Saturday,  the  bond  ■  :i  Monday,  as  I  i 

The   12th  June,    1^:**,  was  the  date  of  the  bond.      The  lot  joins  the  lot 

the  railroad  office  now  stands — joins  it  on  the  south,  and  lies  parallel  to  it.     The 

railroad  was  not  then  permanently  located:  it  was  net  publicly  own*  at 

least  thai  I  know  of.      If  I  had  known  it.  I  should  not    ha\ 

The  lot  is  worth  more  now  than  then — 1  do  not  know  how  much.  1  offered 
since  to  take  it  hack  from  Stevenson  tor  the  same  money,  and  St.  \<  ll90n  would 
not  give  it  up.      Ill  owned  it  now.  1  should    value  it  at  least  as  m  I  as  I 

got  for  it.  The  lot  does  not  lie  on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  I  do  n  Iher 
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lilroad  touches  the  office  lot  which  joins  the  lot  sold.     The  lot  sold  to  Mc- 
Conni-I  is  lot  ".  in  Duncan's  north  addition  to  the  town  of  Jacksonville. 

The  rise  of  property  is  owing  to  the  railroad;  it  increases  the  value  of  property 
along  the  line  of  the  railroad.  The  lot  sold  to  Mel  !onnel  is,  as  near  as  1  can 
a,  more  than  one  hundred  feet  from  the  railroad,  as  located.  1  have  no  cer- 
tain knowledge  of  the  distance.  The  railroad  office  is  between,  and  some  other 
digtan  Ml,  I  do  not  know  how  much.     McConnel  owned  the  lot  south   of 

sold  at  the  time  it  v.  as  sold.     It  was  bought  by  McConnel  sometime  in 
March,  1*37, as  1  think,  of  Mr.  Stevenson;  I  was  told  so  by  Stevenson. 
S,  I  .  I'ogus  was  discharged  from  further  attendance  as  a  witness. 
James  McKinnev  was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  first  specification  of  the  first 

thar 

tion  1:  State  what  you  know   respecting  this  charge;  [the  charge  being 
first  read  to  him.] 

Answ<  r:  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  purchase  in  Meredosia,  by  Mc- 
Connel. 

Question  2:  Has  not  Mr.  McConnel  frequently  conversed  with  you  respecting 
the  original  location  of  the  railroad  in  Meredosia;  and,  when  the  present  location 
was  spoken  of,  did  he  not  tell  you  that  such  a  change  would  be  without  his  ap- 
probation or  authority,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer:   I  heard  McConnel  say  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  present  location 

being  made,  at  the  time  it  was  made.  He  said  he  thought  the  location  of  the  depot 

be  opposite  the  point  of  the  island,  or  near  there,  probably  a   little  above; 

that  the  present  location  was  made  without  his  knowledge  or  authority,  or  words 

to  that  'l! 

Question  3,  by  Mr,  Browning:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  express  himself  dissatisfied 
with  the  location,  as  it  now  is? 

Answer:   1  thought  he  did;  that  was  my  impression  at  the  time. 
Question  4,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
McConnel  about  property  he  and  the  Waldos  owned  in  Meredosia? 
•  Answer:  Not  that  I  recollect  of. 

Question  5,  by  Mr.    Browning:  Did  Mr,  McConnel  express  a  wish  that  the 
termination  of  the  road  should  be  opposite  the  point  of  the  island,  or  near  there? 
Bwer:  I  did  not  understand  him  to  wish  the  depot  to  be  located  there. 
tioa  »>.  by  Mr.  Browning:  Why  was  McConnel  dissatisfied  with  the  loca- 
tion, as  now  made? 

Answer:  He  objected  to  the  present  location,  because  the  landing  was  not  as 
good  as  that  at  the  point  of  the  island.  He  did  express  himself  dissatisfied  with 
the  present  location. 

7.  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Do  you  know  whether  the  railroad  was  ever  lo- 

OBted  in  Meredosia,  so  as  to  strike  the  river  opposite  the  island;  and  did  you  ever 

McConnel  Bay  that  it  had  been  or  would  be  so  located? 

Answer:   I  have  no  personal  knowledge  that  the  railroad  was  ever  so  located, 

as  to  strike  the  river  opposite  the  point  ot  the  island.     I  have  no  recollection  that 

I  ever  heard  McConnel  Bay  it  had  been  or  would  be  located  there. 

Qsestion  8:  1  >id  you  ever  hear  Mr.  McConnel  say  that  the  location  of  the  road, 
as  it  was  first  said  to  have  been  made  in  Meredosia,  should  not  be  changed;  or 
did  you  ever  hear  him  say  any  tiling  on  that  subject?  If  so,  state  it. 

Answer:  I  never  heard  him  say  any  thing  more  than  I  have  stated  already, 
as  far  as  I    recollect. 

Question  9,by  Mr.  Browning:  Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  McConnel, 
at  the  Inst  March  term  of  the  court  in  Jacksonville,  about  a  change  in  the  location 
of  the  road?     If  so,  state  what  it  was. 

Answer:  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  any  conversation  with  him  about 
it,  at  that  ['articular  time. 

I 
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Question  1<>,  by  Mr.  Browning:   l>;ii  r  hear  u  conversation  ; 

Mr.  McConnel  and  James  E.  Waldo,  in  relation  to  the  hx-ation  of  the  milroadat  • 
Meredosia?  i  can  recollect,  what  th<  it  ion  was. 

Answer:  I  think  I  heard  them  have  a  conversation  about  it  at  th<  r*» 

office.     I  cannot  exactly  say  what  it   was;  but  it  seems  to  me  it  was  about  the 
amount  of  what  I  have  already  stated.     The  conversation  was  nearly  the  M 
as  that  which  I  had  with  McConnel.     Waldo  seemed  to  be  anxious  that  the  depot 
should  be  opposite  the  point  of  the   island.     1  could  not  undertake  to  state  the 
conversation,  for  I  do  not  recollect  it  precisely. 

Question  11,  by  Mr.  Gatcwood:  What  is  the  substance  of  your  deposition,  as 
taken  by  Mr.  McConnel?  State  if  it  is  in  substance  the  same  as  you  have  now 
stated,  and  whether  there  were  other  points  in  the  same  examined  into. 

Answer:  One  question  in  the  deposition  was,  whether  I  knew  of  his  (McCon- 
nel's)  owning  any  property  in  Meredosia.  I  am  tie  Recorder  of  the  county. 
I  examined  the  records,  and  answered,  that  1  could  not  find  that  he  had  at  any  time 
owned  any  property  in  Meredosia.  Nothing,  that  I  have  been  examined  on  to- 
night, has  any  reference  to  what  is  in  the  deposition,  except  what  relates  to 
his  owning  property  in  Meredosia,  as  well  as  I  recollect. 

An  abstract  of  vouchers,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Fund  Commissioners  by  E. 
J.  Willard,  was  received. 

And  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening,  at  7  p.  M. 

j  WEDNESDAY,  January  30, 1839,  7  r.  m. 

The  committee  met   pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gotewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  and  Richardson,  of  th- 
ate;  Messrs.  Hardin.  Roman,  Robinson,  Naper,  and  Thornton,  of  the  House  of 
Representative*. 

Joseph  C.  Thompson  was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  tho  first  specification  of  the 
first  charge:  which  was  read  to  him. 

Question  1:    Were  side  stakes  driver,  along  said  railroad  route,  thro 
and  Aylsworth's  addition;  and  was  any  work  done  by  the  contractors  on  said 
road,  through  said  addition? 

Answer:  There  was  work  done  in  Cobb  and  Aylsworth's  addition.  There 
were  stakes  set — side  and  centre  stakes.  I  was  not  there  when  the  road  was  lo- 
cated. There  were  some  hushes  cut,  fee.  1  don't  know  whether  McConnel 
gave  any  directions  about  it.  1  dont  know  any  thing  of  any  contract  betH 
McConnel  and  the  Waldos,  relative  to  property  in  Meredosia — never  heard  Mc- 
Connel lay  any  thing  about  it. 

Question  '2, "by  Mr   Hardin:    I f  tho  road  had  been  permanent!) 
to   terminate  in  the  part  of  the  town  of  Meredosia  opposite  the  Hand,  would   it 

have  increased  the  value  of  the  property  bought  by  the  Waldos  m  Duncan,  in 
Cobb  and  Aylsworth's  addition,  more  than  the  present  location!  Do  you  live  in 
Meredosia? 

Answer:  1  can  only  say  as  a  matter  of  opinion.     I  should  judge  that  it  « 
I  live  ai  Meredosia. 
Questions,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Is  not  the  railroad  now  finished  at  M 

Answer:    It  is  finished,  so  that  the  locomotive  runs. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Does  the  railroad  line  as  it  is  now  finished, 

run  00  an\   part  ofCobfa  and  Aylsworth's  addition? 

Answer:    I  cannot  say  that  it  does  or  does  not.      1  am   inclined  to  think  thnt  it 

does  not. 

Question  ."»:   Hid  you  ever  hear  McConnel  say  any  thing  of  tho  change  of  the 
location  of  the  railroad! 
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y  Answer:  I  think  1  have  heard  him  say  that  he  never  gave  any  orders  to  have 
it  located  where  it  now  is.     I  cannot  say  where  or  when  I  heard  him  say  it. 

6,  bj    Mr.  Hardin:   Do  you  know  whether  James   E.  Waldo  was  in 
\1    r    losia  on  the  5th  da>  of  January,  1837;  or  do  you  know  any  facts,  which 
.hi  to  tliut  belief?  If  so,  state  them. 

From  eniries  in  his  day  book,  which  bear  that  date,  in  his  hand- 
writing. I  believe  that  he  was  there  on  that  day.  I  know  his  hand-writing  and 
his  day  book. 

Question  7,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  You  say  you  live  in  Meredosia.  Have  you 
ever  known  McConnel  to  exercise  any  rights  of  ownership  over  the  property 
bought  by  the  Waldos  of  Gov.  Duncan,  in  Meredosia? 

Answer:   I  never  have. 

William  French  was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  additional  specification  to  the 
second  charge;  which  was  read;  and  also  to  the  first  additional  specification  to  the 
first  charge. 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  Gatcwood:  Is  the  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia 
located  on  the  most  direct  and  eligible  route? 

Answer:  I  do  not  think  it  is;  that  is  simply  my  opinion. 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Are  you  an  engineer. 

A  oswer:  I  am  not. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Do  you  think  yourself  competent  to  judge  of 
the  eligibility  of  a  railroad,  in  reference  to  grades,  practicability  of  construction, 
and  other  considerations   relative  to  the  construction  of  railroads? 

Answer:  I  do  not. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Do  you  possess  any  knowledge  of  any  derelic- 
tion of  duty,  on  the  part  of  McConnel,  in  the  location  of  the  said  railroad? 

Answer:  I  do  not. 

Question  5:  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  any  act  of  McConnel 's  in 
violation  of  the  twenty-seventh  and  thirty-third  sections  of  the  internal  improve- 
ment act? 

Answer:  1  do  not  know  of  any  such  act  of  McConneFs,  or  of  any  motive  he 
had  in  the  location.  I  suppose  the  taking  the  road  south  from  Meredosia,  in  front 
of  Naples,  and  up  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  when  there  was  a  nearer  and  more 
practicable  route,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  thirty-third  section. 

Question  6:  State  what  you  heard  Mr.  McConnel  say,  about  the  13th  August, 
1838,  relative  to  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  between  Jackson- 
ville and  Meredosia,  through  t  he  valley  of  Wolf  run. 

Answer:  In  passing  from  Meredosia  to  Jacksonville,  in  company  with  McCon- 
nel. January,  and  Dunlap,  I  think  on  the  13th  August,  1838,  in  speaking  about 
•••ation  of  the  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia,  McConnel  said  he 
could  not  have  made  the  railroad  any  where  else  than  he  did,  in  the  valley  of 
Wolf  run;  that,  if  he  had  attempted  to  make  it  in  any  other  place,  the  Jackson- 
ville and  Naples  Railroad  Company  would  have  enjoined  his  work;  also,  that  it 
was  the  understanding  that  the  road  was  to  be  made  there;  and  that  they  were 
to  have  a  lateral  branch  to  Naples,  in  consideration  that  the  Jacksonville  and 
Naples  Railroad  Company  should  not  enjoin  him. 

Question  7:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  state  that  such  was  the  understanding  from 
the  commencement? 

Answer:  I  don't  recollect  precisely,  but  I  think  he  made  use  of  those  words; 
though  I  have  not  a  very  distinct  recollection! 

Question  8:  What  did  von   understand  bv  the  words  "from  the  commence- 
ment ?" 

A  Dswer:  From  the  commencement  of  the  public  works. 

Question  i>:  Is  there  any  land  laid  off,  under  the  name  of  Morgan  city,  through 
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which  the  present  location  of  the  railroad,  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia, 
pusses? 

Answer:  The 

Question  1<>:  Do  you  know,  certainly,  that  McConnel  owns  any  interest  in 
those  lauds;  or  did  he  own  any    at  the  time  of  the  location  of  • 

Answer:  I  do  not. 

Question  11:  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  McConnel  refuse  an  offer  of  87,000  for 
his  interest  in  Morgan  city  and  lands,  in  and  about  Wolf  run;  an 
and  where  such  offer  was  made! 

Answer;  f  did.  The  offer  was  made  by  Mr.  Collins,  1  think  al>out  the  1st 
March,  1N37,  in  the  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Jacksonville.  U  m. 
B.  Warren  and  T.  ( ).  Duncan,  Cashier  of  the  hank,  were  present.  Mr.  Collins 
offered  Mr.  McConnel  $7,000  for  his  interest  in  Morgan  city  and  lands  that  lie 
in  the  vicinity  of  Morgan  city,  known  by  the  aame  of  the  Morgan  city  tract  of 
land.  I  think  1  heard  Mr.  McConnel  say  he  owned  one-fourth  of  the  tract  ot  land 

Question  12:   Did  Mr.  Mc(  'onnel accopt  or  refuse  the  offer  of  Collin-.' 

Answer:   He  refused  to  take  the  $7,0<>(>. 

Question  13:  Do  you  know,  certainly,  what  distance  the  said  railroad  traver- 
ses the  said  tract  of  landl 

Answer:  1  think  it  passes  through  the  tract,  said  to  belong  to  the  Morgan  city 
tract,  about  two  miles  and  a  half.     It  may  be  moro,  or  a  little  loss. 

Question  14:  Canyon  state,  positively,  when  McConnel  acquired  any  interest 
in  said  tract  of  landl 

Answer:   I  cannot. 

Question  15:  Do  you  not  know  that  that  interest  must  have  been  acouired 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of27th  February  .  I 

Answer:  I  presume  it  was,  if  he  owned  it  at  all.  I  do  not  know,  certainly, 
that  he  owned  any  pari  of  it. 

Question  16,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Would  the  railroad  from  Jack 
edosia    have  passed  through  Morgan  city,  and  the  tract  of  land   known  aa 
Morgan  city  tract,  if  said  i-oad  had  been  located  upon  what  you  believe  t<»  be  the 
nearest  and  most  eligible  route! 

Answer:  It  would  have  passed  through  it,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile — 
would  not  have  passed  through  Morgan  city,  but  through  the  Morgan  city  tract  of 
land.        « 

Question  17,  by  Mr.  Browning:  When  was  Morgan  city  laid 

Answer:    Part  of  it  was  laid  out  in   March,  part  in  April,  and  part  in  A 
in   1837,  as  well  8S  I   recollect. 

Question  18,  by  Mr.  Browning:     Are  you  a  surveyor,  and  arc  you  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  country  over  which  said  road  pas- 
Answer:  I  am  q  surveyor,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  the  country 

which  said  road  past 

Question  19,  bj   Mr.    McConnel:    Slate    whether  \  oar  r<  collection  of  tin 

venation  with  January  and  Dunlap  is  clear,  and  whether  yon  may  not  be 

taken. 

Answer:  1  do  not  think  1  am  mistaken;  I  am  satisfied  I  am  not:  I  have  a  dis- 
tinct recollection  of  it. 

Question  20,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Were  any  other  persons  pr<  - 
venation,  except  January,  Dunlap,  and  McConnelT  If  any.  state  who  weropns* 

sent;  state  where  the  conversation  to  >k  place,  ami  what  led   to  the  conversal 

wer:  No  other  persons  were  present.     We  wen    all  tog  •  '>uggy 

wagon    on  the  bluffs  of  the  Illinois   river,   near   Davis*  branch,  trni  the 

road.  As  well  as  1  recollect.  1  pointed  to  Davis*  branch,  and  told  Mel  •  1  ho 
ought  to  have  taken  the  railroad  there,  instead  of  up  Wolf  run.  1  believe  that 
gave  rise  to  the  conversation. 


28 

•Jj.  by  Mr.    McConnel:   What   have  you  heard  Mr.   Brockenbrough 

eel  in  prosecuting  McConnel?     And  did  he  say  any  thing  about 

who  was  engaged   with  him  in  making  those  charges,  and   whether  he  paid  his 

own  ■ 

Answer:   1  have  heard  him  say  he  wanted  him  out  of  office;  that  he  was  not 

fit  fur  it,  and  was  a  dangerous  man  to  fill  the  office.     I  have  heard  him  speak 

,itly   about  to  that  amount.     1  have  heard  him  repeatedly  say   there  was 

rsoa  engaged  in  it  but  himself;  that  he  had  no  person  to  take  an  active  part, 

and  that  ho  was  alone.     I  heard  him  say  that  he  paid  his  own  expenses. 

Question  22,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Have  not  you  and  others,  to  your  knowledge, 
been  engaged  in  forwarding  those  charges,  and  getting  up  this  prosecution? 

Answer:  1  have  not — I  know  of  no  other  person  than  Mr.  Brockenbrough. 
stion  -3:   Had  you  not  given  Mr.  Brockenbrough  previous  information  of 
all  the  evidence  you  have  given  this  committee?  ' 

Answer:  1  gave  it  to  him  about  two  weeks  ago,  I  think  in  Jacksonville,  upon 
application  by  him.  The  information  I  gave  him  was  about  the  road  passing 
through  the  Morgan  city  tract  of  land,  the  conversation  with  McConnel,  in  pre- 
sence of  January  and  Dunlap,  and  the  conversation  in  the  bank. 

Question  24,  by  Mr.  McConnel?  Have  you  not  been  engaged,  for  several 
months  past,  with  other  persons  in  Morgan  county,  :n  prosecuting  and  getting  up 
charges  against  McConnel?  State,  sir,  all  you  know  about  this  matter;  and  are 
you  not  interested  in  having  the  locations  of  the  road  different  from  what  they 
DOW  are? 

Answer:  So  far  as  respects  getting  up  charges,  I  know  nothing  about  it.  I 
have  done  no  such  thing,  and  know  of  no  other  person  so  engaged,  except  Brock- 
enbrough. I  own  some  property  adjoining  Meredosia  on  the  south,  which,  if  the 
road  had  been  taken  east,  up  Davis'  branch,  and  no  branch  made  at  Naples, 
would  have,  been  worth  more. 

Question  25,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Was  the  road  located  before  you  acquired 
that  property? 

Answer:   I  purchased  the  property  about  the  first  week  in  April,  1837;  I  think 
id  was  not  then  located, 

Question  -2(5,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  What  is  Mr.  Brockenbrough's  business;  and 

not  been  engagi  d  in  land  speculations  for  some  years  past?     Whether  he 

was  not,  or  has  been,  the  owner  of  land  in  the  upper  end  of  Meredosia,  and  lands 

adjoining  the  upper  end  of  said  town?     And  have  you  not  heard  Brockenbrough 

say    that  he  was  anxioin  that  the  road  should  be  located  down  Coon  run? 

Answer:   Brockenbrough  has  been  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  lands.     He 
I  property'in  the  upper  end  of  Meredosia,  and  lands  about  two  miles  north, 
on  the  Meredosia  lake;  and  one  tract  of  land  east,  as  well  as  Irecollect.     I  recol- 
lect hearing  him  say   be  believed  the  road  would  be  located    either  up  Coon  run 
or  Davis'  branch;  be  rather  thought  Coon  run. 

27,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Po  you  not  know  from  Brockenbrough,  that 
his  mt.  rest  has  been  affected  in  the  location  of  the  road?  And  what  have  you 
heard  him  say  upon  that  subject?  And  whether  that  is  not  the  cause  of  his 
cuting  McConnel? 
wer:  I  have  heard  him  say  his  interest  was  injured  by  the  location  of  the 
railroad  in  front  of  Naples,  south  of  Meredosia,  and  up  Wolf  run;  and  by  the 
lateral  branch  to  Naples.  And  1  have  heard  him  say  heexpected  to  gain  nothing 
by  the  prosecution,  except  in  common  with  every  body  else.  I  never  heard  him 
say  that  the  injury  to  his  property  was  the  cause  of  the  prosecution. 

Question  88,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Are  not  the  Waldos  owners  of  land  in  the 
upper  end  of  Meredosia;  and  have  they  not  been  engaged  in  speculating  in  lands 
in  that  part  of  Meredosia;  and  are  they  not  deeply  interested  in  procuring  the 
road  to  be  changed  to  Coon  run,  and  to  the  upper  end  of  town? 
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Answer:  I  believe   they  own  property  there,  and  ha  ilating.     I 

should  say    they  were  interested  in  procuring  that  chan/p.^ 

(Question  2'J,  by  Mr.    McConnel:    Arc   you    not   a    -  irv^^^^^^Hft  you  not 
reside  in  Morgan  county;  and  have  you  not  mad<   a  •onnc^^^Hr  < 
and' are  you  not  acquainted  with  the  owners  of  land  in    \l  inu*  the  1< 

tion  of  the  railroad  there,  as  now  completed;  and  do  you  '.  ny  property, 

that  is  owned  by  McConnel,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  in  .  i? 

lam  a  surveyor, and  live  in  Jacksonville,  in  Morgan  county.  I  have  made  a 
connected  plat  of  Meredosia.  1  am  acquainted  with  the  location  of  the  raiiruad 
in  Meredosia.  I  know  a  good  many  of  the  owners  of  the  property  in  said  'own. 
I  know  of  no  property,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  there,  owned  by  McConnel. 

Question  30,  by  Mr.  Browning:  State  whether  you  know  of  any  exertion 
now  being  made  by  the  Messrs.  Waldos,  or  others,  to  procure  a  change  in4the  pre- 
sent location  of  the  railroad  at  Meredosia? 

Answer:  1  do  not. 

Question  31:  Do  you  believe  that  any  such  exertion  is  now  making  by  said 
Waldos,  or  by  anyone  else? 

Answer:  1  do  not. 

Question  3*2,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  whether  you  know  the  land  condemned 
for  railroad  purposes,  in  Jacksonville-?  And  is  the  land  described  in  the  assessment, 
made  by  Metcalf,  Henry, and  Fooshee.  for  one  thousand dotfai  .  ph  Dun- 

can's land;  that  on  which  the  railroad  office,  and  engine  house  or  stable,  are  built? 
And  docs  the  railroad  lot,  so  condemned,  adjoin  lot  No.  seven,  in  Duncan's  north 
addition  to  Jacksonville? 

Answer:  1  know  the  land  condemned  for  railroad  purposes,  in  Jacksonville. 
I  believe  the  engine  house,  or  stable,  and  rnilroad  office,  are  built  upon  the 
condemned  and  described  in  the  assessment  made  by  Metcalf,  lb  Dry .  and  Foo- 
sbee,  for  one  thousand  dollars  on  Joseph  Duncan's  land.  From  th< 
the  map  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  here  shown  to  me,  1  believe  the  land  con- 
demned docs  join  lot  No.  seven  in  Duncan's  north  addition  to  the  town  of  Jack- 
sonville.* 

Question  33,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Do  you  know  any  thing  about  t: 
your  own  knowledge,  whether  the  condemned  land,spoki  oof, joins      N        ran 
in  Duncan's  north  addition  to  Jacksonville? 

Answer:    I  do  not. 

Joseph  C.  Thompson  and  William  French  were  discharged  frotn  further  at- 
tendance  aswitnet 

A.  Brockenbrough,  having  !>cen  formerly  sworn  on  a  verbal  examination  be- 
fore the  committee,  was  interrogated. 

Question   1,  by  Mr.  Thornton:    From  what  source  did  yo\l  derive  the  i:  . 
ation  contained  in  the  additional  specification  to  the  second  chai 
Answer:  from  Mr.  French.  , 

And  then  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  3  o'clock.  P.  M. 

THURSDAY,  Jaitoah*  81,  1888,3  t.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Browning,  Gate  wood,  Richardson,  and  Hacker,  of  tl 
Messrs.  Calhoun,  Thornton,  Hardin,  French,  Roman,  Naper,  :.,  of 

the  I  louse  ^i'  Representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  1 1  ir.'.in. 
The  ninth  rule  was  repealed 

•The  map  mentioned  in  answer  No.  32,  was  a  map  of  Jacksonville,  produce^  to  th« 
conunitU'c,  and  sworn  to  by  A.  Brockenbrough. 
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i  k  -worn  .is  a  witness  to  the  third  additional  specifica- 

tion to  tli-  .which  was  read. 

u-aflj^^^^Kate  all  he  knew  respecting  the  charge,  and  gave  the  fol- 
low ing: 

Answer:  I  do  not  £now  any  thing  of  the  purchase  of  the  boat  by  McConnel. 
1  know  nothing  of  his  paying  for  it.  1  don't  recollect  hearing  McConnel  say  ariy 
thin«  about  it.  1  saw  the  boat,  and  the  condition  of  it,  in  August,  September, 
and  <  >ctober,  183S.  In  August,  1  think,  I  saw  the  boat  running  as  a  ferry-boat 
across  the  river  at  Naples.  In  September,  1  saw  it  once  or  twice  lying  sunk  near 
,]■,-.  just  above  tin-  ferry  landing  at  Naples.  I  dont  know  that  that  is  the 
same  boat  spoken  of  in  the  charge,  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  understood  the 
b.  :t  ft  inch  1  saw   belonged  to  Mr.  Collins,  when  it  was  first  sent  there. 

Qbestidn  1:  Was  the  hoat  generally  reputed  and  understood  to  be  the  proper- 
ty of  Charles  Collins? 

Answrr:   It  was. 

Question  2:  1  >id  those,  who  had  charge  of  the  boat  at  Naples,  acknowledge 
the  boal  as  Collins'  property? 

Answ.-r:  Mr.  McCourtney,  who  had  charge  of  the  boat,  told  me  that  Collins 
sent  it  there;  that  he  (McCourtney)  did  not  own  it,  but  only  rented  it,  and  rented 
the  frrry. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Was  there  any  other  steam  ferry-boat  about 
Naples,  to  your  knowledge,  than  the  one  of  which  you  speak? 

Answer:  There  was  not. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  what  was  the  value  and  description  of  the 
boat  you  speak  of. 

Answer:  I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  value  of  the  engine.  The  boat  itself,  as  I 
should  judge,  was  worth  from  $150  to  $200.  It  was  a  common,  single-hull 
boat,  about  two  feet  deep  from  the  deck  to  the  bottom  of  the  hull;  when  a  team 
was  on  board,  was  not  much  out  of  water;  a  four  horse  team  and  wagon  could 
not  stand  lengthwise  across  the  boat. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  committee,  that  written  interrogatories  should  be  prepared 
ami  sunt  to  James  M.  Bucklin,  tenderingthe  charges  and  specifications  he  was 
called  to  prove;  and  that  he  should  be  requested  to  reduce  his  answers  to  writing, 
and  appear  with  them  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee;  to  be  sworn  as  to 
their  truth,  ami  cross-examined,  if  desired. 

.Mr.  McCdnnel  consented  to  this  order. 

Ami  then  the  committee  adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  2d  February,  1839, 
at  7  p.  m. 

SATURDAY,  February  2,  1839,  7  p.  pi. 

The  commttte  nut  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pr<  sent:  Messrs.  <  iatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  and  Richardson,  of  the  Sen- 
:it'  :  M  l;  m;i»>  Napcr,  Hardin,  and  Calhoun  of  the  House  of  Represcnta- 

Wflliamson  <  latewood  was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  third  additional  specifica- 
tion to  the  fourth  cha 

Question  1 :  State  what  you  know  about  the  purchase  of  a  steamboat  by  Mr. 
Mc<  kranel. 

Answer:   I  can  only  state  what  appears  from  his  accounts.     He  filed  in  the 
oilier  of  the  Fh. i.l  Commissioners,  on  the  1st  October,  1838,  a  voucher  dated  12th 
..  1838,  "to  Charles  Collins,  for  a  small  steamboat,  to  survey  the  Jlli- 
.     2,500;"  which  voucher  was  signed  by  Charles  Collins.    It  was  with- 
draw ii  L8th  December,  1838. 
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slion  2:  State  1st  <  October,  when  the  settlement  was  made,  .Mr. 

McConnel  was  allowed  credit  for  the  92,500,  foj  boat. 

iver:  He  was,  On  the  7th  D<  L838,l  I  another  account,  with 

$2, .")()()  stated  at  the  foot  of  mt  as  a  credit  to  the  sum.  .  the 

credit,  with  a  deduction  ofthfl  $2,500,  on  the  the  ?t!i  December.     After  rehV 
ins  on  it  a  day  or  two,  1  saw  Mr.  McConnel,  and  told  him    I  thought  it  wa 
improper  way  of  disposing  of  the  $2, .")()(»;  that  I  thought  the  better  way  would  be, 
to  withdraw  the  voucher,  and  charge  liim  with  the  amount  in  his  account*  which 
hie  readily  consented  to  do;  at  the  same  time,  or  about  that  tim<  . 
that  the  contract  never  had  been  confirmed  about  the  steamboat,  as  the  parties 
never  had  complied  with  their  contract,  in  doing  work  about   the  b 
improvements  of  some  kind.     He  said  th 

but   was  not  in  their  possession.     McConnel   generally  made  bis 
monthly,  or  bo  returned  them;  sometimes  two  or  three  months' acco 
The  account,  where  the  steamboat  was  charged,   was  returned   to  the  1st  I 
ber;  the  next  was  returned  7th  December.     The  credit  did  not  reach  me  till 
7th  December,  but    was    included  in  the  account  for   November,  as  I  think.     It 
was  included,  at  any    rate,  in  the  next  account  he  returned,  after  the  charge  was 
mad'',  and  1  adjusted  it  as  before  stated. 

Question  «J:   Was  the  voucher  a  receipt  from  Collins? 

Answer:   It  certainly  was  a  receipt  from  him,  for  money  paid,  so  expressed,  or 
else  1  should  not  have  received  it  as  a  voucher. 

Question  4,  by  Mr,  .McConnel:   In  the  final  settlement,  was  McConnel  allow- 
ed a  c  red  id  for  the  boat? 

Answer:   He  has  no  credit  now  on  the  books,  for  that  boat  or  any  other;  his 
account  now  stands,  as  to  amount,  as  if  no  such  voucher  had  been  presented. 

Question  5:  Are  the  items  as  you  mentioned  them,  in  the  order  of  time  as  they 
occurred,  shown  on  your  books? 

Answer:  The)  are. 

Question  <">:   Did  you  act  under  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Fund  Commis- 
sioners, in  allowing  the  credit  of  $2,600,  on  the  1st  Octol 

Answer:    I  did.  • 

Question  7:   Did  you  also  act  under  the  authority  of  the  Board,  when  you  re- 
turned the  voucher? 

Answer:   I  did. 

Moses  M.  Rawlings   was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  same  chat 

Question  I:  WereyoU  present  in  Vandaliaon  the  7th December  1 

Answer:    1  was  here  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

Question  2:  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  voucher,  s 
of  by  the  last  ivitness? 

Answer:  Not  that  1  now  recollect  of;  I  know  it  only,  as  .Mr.  Gatewood  men- 
tioned the  circumstance,  and  I  saw  it  recorded  in  the  books. 

Question  :<:  I  »id  you  approve  of  the  mode  in  which  it  was  diaj 

Answer:     1  did.     I  was  satisfied  it  was  correctly  settled,  from  the  statements 
of  Mr.  ( ratewood,  and  the  history  he  was.-  me  of  it. 

Charles  Oakley  was  sworn  as  a  witness   to  the  same  charge.     Tb 
tions  were  asked  of  him  as  of  the  last  witness.     Ho  gave  the  6 

ver;  I  can  onl)  state,  as  General  Rawlings  has  stated, tl    I  ctl  all 

to  be  correctly  done.     Wo  had  given  Mr.  Gatewood  full  |m>w  ...  or  re- 

ject vouchers  in  our  absence. 

Messrs.  Gatewood,  Rawlings,  and  Oakley,  were  discharged  from  furth 

tendance,  as  witne 

( >ii  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin. 
It  was  agreed  by  the    committee,  that   written  interrogatories  should  be    pre- 
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1  and  submitted  to  Wm.  Pollock  and  other  witnesses,  not  yet  examined,  in 

is  interrogatories  had  been  submitted  to  James  M.  Bucklin;  to 

red  in  like  manner  in  writing,  to  be  sworn  to  before  the  committee,  and 

cro^.  i  upon,  if desired;  and  that  -Mr.  McConnel  should  have  the  liberty 

timony  of  witnesses  in  like  manner,  to  be  sworn  to  and  cross-ex- 

i  upon  by  the  committee  in  the  same  way. 

James  M.  Bucklin  was  allowed  further  time,  until  Monday  next,  to  complete 

■  • 
James  Harvey  Finch  was  again  examined  as   to   the  third   additional  speci- 
fication to  the  fourth  charge;  and  also  as  to  the  second  charge  and  the  additional 
•ideation  to  the  second  charge.     Being  directed  to  state  whatever  he  knew, 
relative  to  the  steamboat,  not  already  given  in  evidence,  he  answered: 

1  was  at  Naples  sometime  in  October — the  boat  was  lying  at  pretty  much  the 
same  place. 

stion  1,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  what  was  the  condition  of  the  Illinois  river, 
m  August,  L838,  and  for  several  months  before  and  thereafter. 

Answer:  The  river  was  very  low,  in  August, September,  and  October.  Small 
boats  had  run  up  as  far  as  Beardstown  bar,  which  is  about  twenty-three  miles  above 
Naples.  Boats  of  the  size  of  that  could  run  up  to  Beardstown.  Boats  of  that 
.after  passing  Beardstown  bar,  which  is  below  Beardstown,  as  1  understand 
about  the  river,  might  go  up  to  Peoria.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  river,  of 
own  knowledge,  above  Beardstown.  1  have  heard  steamboat  captains  and 
pilots  say  the  Beardstown  bar  was  the  worst  bar  on  tho  river.  The  river  was 
unusually  low  late  in  the  season  and  fall — did  not  get  low  till  the  latter  part  of 
the  summer  and  fall.     It  was  full   during  March,  April,  and  May. 

tion  ",!,  by  Mr.  Richardson:   What  was  the  condition  of  the  engine  of  said 
boat,  about  August,  September,  and  October? 

Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  McConnel  owns  any  property  in  Naples,  and  is  a 
partner  of  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &Co.? 

Answer,  (to  first  branch):  1  could  not  say  positively.     The  boat  was  running 
across  the  river  before  it  was  sunk.     1  don't  know  much  about  engines.    The  en- 
gine was  a  small  one;  the  fly-wheel  I  should  judge  was  about  eight  or  ten  feet  in 
neter. 

»nd  branch):  1  knew  nothing,  only  from  business  I  have  done  with 
him,  and  what  1  have  heard  him  say.  I  have  heard  him  say,  at  two  different 
times,  that  he  owned  property  in  Naples — that  he  owned  part  of  the  house  and 
lot  where  they  do  business.  The  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.,  bought 
a  note  on  me,  which  McConnel  presented  to  me,  and  1  paid  to  him. 

Mr.  McConnel  here  admitted  to  the  committee  that  he  did  own  part  of  the 
nd  lot,  and  was  a  partner  of  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.;  and 

lid  not  sec  what  that  had  to  do  with  the  business. 
tion  :{:   Have  you  any  idea  of  the  value  of  said  property? 

,  sir.     I  have  lived  at  Naples,  and  have  lived  at  Meredo- 
sia.  or  upwards.     I  now  live  at  Mercdosia.     I  suppose  front  lots, 

as  that  I  n  of,  tire  worth  from  $1,000  to  82,000. 

111,11  1:   I ->o  you  know  of  McConnel's  owning  any  property  in  and  about 
'  that  you  have  named? 
I  do  not. 

he  boat  of  such  a  description,  in  your  opinion,  as  to  be  suit- 
i  any  way    to  aid  in  improving    the  navigation   of  the  Illinois  river? 
•■or:  The  boat  could  run  up  and  down  the  river  in  August;  1  think,  sir,  it 
ne  up  to  Meredosia. 
Question  6:   Was  it  suitable  for  removing  bars,  or  dredging,  or  removing  snags? 
and  were  put  upon  it,  it  could  carry  off  a  small  quanti- 
ty.    I  should  not  think  it  could  do  much  towards  pulling  up  snags  or  scraping. 
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Question  7:  Do  you  know  the  value  of  unimproved  laad  between 
the  outlet  of  lake  Dickinson  ;md  Naples? 

Answer:     Not exactly, sir.     I  should  judge  it  was  worth   from  f 
an  acre. 

Question  8:  If  the  railroad  had  run  from  Lake  l>i<  klDtOB  to  Naples, 
would  it  have  benefitted  the  land  as  much  as  it  injured  it? 

Answer:      1  think  it  would. 

Question  9,  by  Mi.  McConnel:     Are  you  an  engineer  ! 

Answer:     I  am  not. 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in 
<  le  i ring  out  a  river? 

Answer:     1  have  not. 

Question  11,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Arc  you  a  judge  of  steamboats  and 
their  value — of  steam  engines,  and  their  value/ 

Answer:  Nothing  more  only  from  the  information  of  others;  from 
what  1  have  heard  men  say  they  paid  for  boats  and  engm 

Question  12:     What  is  the  power  of  the  engine  on  this  boat  spoken  of .' 

Answer:     I  don't  know  the  power  of  it. 

Question  13:  Would  not  the  railroad  have  injured  the  land  between 
lake  Dickinson  and  Naples  by  running  over  it,  as  much  as  any  othei 
good  land  similarly  situated? 

Answer:     Yes,  any  other  land  of  the  same  quality,  I  should  think  ? 

Question  II:  Would  not  the  railroad  be  of  as  much  benefit  to  land 
about  Jacksonville  as  to  the  land  between  lake  Dickinson  and  .Napl  a  I 

Answer:  It  would  depend  on  the  way  the  railroad  runs  through  the 
land.  If  it  does  not  cut  the  farm  in  two,  it  would  be  of  the  same  benefit 
M  between  lake  Dickinson  and  .Naples.     That  is  my  opinion. 

Question  15:  Are  there  any  improved  farms  between  the  outlet  of 
lake  Dickinson  and  Naples? 

Answer:  I  don't  know  positively  whether  there  are  or  not.  M\ 
opinion  is  that  there  are  not. 

Question  16:  I  ►id  you  ever  follow  either  of  the  experimental  lines  for 
the  lateral  road  between  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  and  Naples! 

Answer:  I  followed  the  one  now  located  on.  1  never  did  follow  the 
other. 

Question  17.       kre  yon  not  well  acquainted  with  the  land  over  which 
the  other  i  tperimental  line  runs;  and  nave  you  not  frequentlj  gone*  i 
the  ground  1 

Answer:  Yes;  lam  well  acquainted  with  it}  and  have  been  over  the 
ground. 

.    James  Haivej  Pinch  traa   discharged  from  further  attendance   a*  a 
witness. 

\ndivw  Johnson  resigned  bis  situation  as  Clerk  to  the  committee;  »"d 
Mi.  (X  I,.  Beach  was  appointed  ill  hi-*  place. 

Communications  from  James  Oakej  and  Egbert  Dewey,  relative  to 
A.  U.  Parker,  acting  as  principal  engineer  of  that  portion  ol  the  North- 
ern C/oss  railroad  weal  ofthe  Illinois  river. 

A  communication   was  received   from   Ekboo  Harkness,  relative   to 

Joel  Wright,  Murray  McConnel,  and  J.  W.  lngersoll;  and    i  note  from 
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L.  W;ildo,  desiring   V/m.  B.  Warren  to  be  subpoenaed  as  a  witness. 
And   then  the  committee  adjourned   until  Monday,  the  4th  February. 

.il    7  Pi   kl. 

MONDAY,  February  4,  1839,  7  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Hacker  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate;  Mr.  Roman, 
of  the  House. 

Not  a  quorum  present,  the  committee  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  6* 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  6,  1830,  7  o'clock. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate: 
and  Messrs.  Ilnrdin  and  Roman,  of  the  House. 

Mr.  James  M.  Bucklin  submitted,  in  writing,  the  following  answers  to 
interrogatories  proposed  to  him  by  the  committee. 

Question  1:     How  far  is  Naples  from  Meredosia? 

Answer:     About  six  miles. 

Question  *2:  Would  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  from  Jacksonville 
to  Meredosia  on  a  straight  line,  at  any  point,  be  nearer  than  five  miles 
to  Naples? 

\nswer:     No. 

Question  3:  Does  that  curve  in  the  railroad  by  which  it  is  brought 
within  five  miles  of  Naples  pass  over  any  land  owned  by  McConnel? 

Answer.     Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question  1:  State  all  the  circumstances  you  know  relative  to  the 
l>i<  -<  nt  location)  and  by  whom  it  was  ordered,  and  whether  there  is  a 
difference  in  the  cost  between  any  other  route  not  within  five  miles  of 
Naples  and  the  one  now  located. 

Question  <s:  Will  you  examine  the  map  of  Meredosia  and  state  what 
•itn-rlnr  ccurse  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  passed  through  said  town,  as 
originally  located  and  placed  under  contract,  and  whether  the  original 
termination  was  made  in  Meredosia?  State  dates  and  circumstances  mi- 
nut.lv. 

Question  9:  I  >nl  the  contractors  ever  receive  an  estimate  and  pay  for 
work  done  i. ii  said  road  through  Meredosia,  as  the  same  was  originally 
located  and  placed  under  contract? 

Question  10:  When  was  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  permanently 
located  through  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia,  as  the  same  was  placed 
under  contract;  and  when  was  such  location  publicly  made  known? 

\u»wrr  t.    interrogatories  4,  8,  9,  and   10: 

On  my  arrival  in  Jacksonville,  May  1837,  1  received  orders  from  M. 
McConnel  to  commence  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  be- 
tween Jacksonville  and  Meredosia,  on  the  Illinois  river.  Accordingly, 
having  organized  a  corps  of  engineers  on  the  23d  or  k24th  of  May,  1  pro- 
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cccdcd  with  thorn  to  Meredosia,  accompanied  by  M.  McConnel,  who 
designated  a  point  on  an  island  in  the  Illinois   river,  abov«H  .as 

the  best  point  for  tin-  termination  of  the  road  in  that  town,  as  it  was  the 
only 'landing  for  boats  in  low  water.      This  point  was  theriefa 
upon  is  the  termination  of  tin-  road  at  the  Illinois  river.     The    lir-t   line 
ran  from  this  point  passed  through  an  all.  \  (running  at  right  angles  with 

the  river)  parallel  to,  and    immediately  north  of,   Main 
extended  about  2,000  feet.     A  deflection   was  then  mad''  to   the  -<>uth, 
round  the  foot  of  the  bluff  on  the  east  Bide  of  Dixon'-  !  ike,  mi  i  carried 
so  far  south  as  the  valley  of  Wo\(  run.      Experimental 
run  from  different  points  in  thisline  through  the  different  ;  the 

bluffs  to  determine  the  best  line  through  them;  that  is  up  Raccoon  creek, 
Davis' branch,  and  Eagle  run.  The  line  op  Raccoon  run  wasexten 
to  Jacksonville,  and  another  broughl  from  thence  down  the  vallei 
Wolfrun, joining  the  southern  extren  ity  oi  the  first  line  run,  and  cootia- 
ued  along  the  eastern  margin  of  Dixou'i  lake,  crossing  it  opposite  tin- 
town  of  Meredosia,  and  terminating  It  some  point  on  the  line  hr>t  run 
in  the  town. 

These  examinations  were  complete  <|  about  the  last  of  June,  and,  as  the 
road  was  advertised  to  be  put  under  contract  by  the  lUth  and  !2th  July, 
it  then  became  necessary  to  commence  the  definitive  location  of  the 
road.  The  original  location  o(  the  second  division  ofthe  Northern  Ci 
railroad,  between  Jacksonville  and  SpringfieM,  although  included  in 
my  distriot,  I  had  no  control  over,  nor  had  I  any  know  ledge  of  the  conn- 
try  east  of  Jacksonville;  consequently  (any  point  in  Jacksonville  being 
accessible  with  tin'  railroad  from  the  west.)  i  v. 

for  information  from  the  gentleman  to  whom  was  confided  the  location 
of  the  second  division,  as  to  what  part  of  the  town  it  was  advisable  > 
commence  the  location  of  my  division  so  a-  to  suit    the    location  ol 

road  east  of  Jacksonville*  l>y  Air.  McConnel,  I  was  informed  thai  Mr. 
Chinn  had  ascertained  that  it  was  best  to  bring  the  line  into  town,  from 
the  east,  on  a  centre  or  section  line.      \   cordingly  a  point  was 

in  this  line,  in  Alain  street  (near  the    present  location)  and  the  definiti 

location  commenced  about  the  Ith  of  July;  which  lot  iras  then,  I  be- 
lieve, publicly  known,  although  I  did  not   report  to  .Mr.   Itf cConnel. in 

Writing,  until  the  10th  of  July.       The  general  unite  determined  upon   to 

be  definitively  locat  d,  and  proposed  lor  Contract,  commenced   at  the 
above  designated   points  in  Jacksonville,  passed  through  the  vallei 
Wolf  run,  along  the  eastern  side  of  DixonSi lake  to  the  original  poia 
commencement  on  the  island  above  the  ferry,  in  Meredosia.     !>n; 
party  engaged  in  revising  this  approximate  line  nflocatiou  did  not  i 

the  vallej   ofthe  Illinois  river  until  about  the  15th  Jul*.        It    w 

thooghl  advisable  to  examine  the  wea\  side  of  Dixon's  lake;   a  Hn< 
therefore  commenced  by  Mr.  Polloek,  at  the  original  tcrmii    - 
Illinois  i  iver,  m  Meredosia, and,  bj  a  carve  »-•  the  south  •  h  adiaa, 

carrie. I  into  Washington  street,  on  a  tangent  of  about  four  mil  s  hi  length, 
crossing  the  outlet  of  Dixon*-  lake  and  as  ending  imo  the  \ 
run.     This  line  was  so  moeh  more  favorable  than  anj  on  th< 

the  lake  that  I  adopted  it  as  (he  permanent    location,  and    it  was  st;tki\l 

out  and  cleared  by  the  contractors  in  the  fall  af  1837;  for  which  they 


received  an  estimate  in  November,  and,  I  presume,  payment.  During 
the  winter  the  propriety  of  changing  the  termination  further  south  was 
i  lis  :ussc  I.   Mr.  McConnel  seemed  to  approve  of  it;  and,  in  the 

spring  of  183S,  the  contractors,  MosiS.  January  and  Dunlap,  came  to 
me,  and  informed  me  that  they  wished  to  land  some  timber  for  super- 
itructure  ;it  Meredosia,  and  wishing  me  to  locate  permanently  the  ter- 
mination! which  I  refused  to  do,  as  Mr.  McConnel  had  informed  me 
thui  lie  would  himself  fix  upon  a  point  lor  the  change  of  location.  They 
then  said  that  Mr.  McConnel  had  referred  them  to  me  to  designate 
the  point,  ami  1  accordingly  did  so,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  original 
terminus.  At  Jacksonville  there  was  also  a  change  of  location  in  the 
spring,  but  not  so  material. 

Question  5:      What  is  the  estimated  cost  of  the  Naples  branch? 

Answer:     $3b,543  on  one  route,  and  $18,291  on  the  other. 

Q  leation  6:  II  is  McConnel  any  interest,  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent, 
on  that  side  of  Jacksonville  where  the  railroad  passed? 

Answer:  lie  has  an  interest  in  that  part  of  the  town,  north,  I  should 
suppose  about  §10,000. 

Question  7:  Has  Mr.  McConnel  any  interest  in  Naples;  if  so,  what 
is  it — and  how  great,  according  to  your  judgment? 

Answer:  McConnel  has  an  interest  in  a  mercantile  house  in  Naples, 
but  I  do  not  know  that  he  owns  any  other  property  in  that  town. 

Question  1 1:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  ever  order  you  to  cause  surveys  to 
be  made  with  a  view  to  the  location  and  construction  of  a  branch  road 
from  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  to  the  town  of  Naples? 

Question   12:     How  did  you  receive  said  order? 

Question   13:     Were  said  surveys  made  in  pursuance  of  said  order? 

Question  14:  Is  the  present  location  of  said  branch,  as  under  con- 
tract, in  your  opinion,  more  advant;  geous  to  the  interests  of  the  State 
tli. in  any  other  location  which  might  have  been  procured? 

Question  15:  Ifa  be'ler  location  could  have  been  selected,  why  was 
it  not  done? 

Question  10:  Did  you  not  recommend  a  shorter  and  more  econom- 
ical location  for  said  branch? 

Question  17:  State  the  difference  in  distance,  cost,  and  other  mate- 
rial facts  respecting  the  uillerence  in  said  locations? 

Question  18:  Did  not  M.  McConnel  endeavor  to  persuade  you  to 
(Ocommend  a  location,  (the  one  at  present  under  contract,)  contrary  to 
your  judgment  and  the  interest  of  the  State? 

Question  ID:  Can  you  describe  the  ground  over  which  the  survey  for 
the  Naples  branch  whs  made? 

Uswera  to  questions  1 1,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  and  19: 

In  answer  t«>  these  interrogatories,  I  will  refer  the  committee  to  Mr. 
I  onncls  order  to  me,  marked  X;  to  my  report  to  him  on  the  subject 
of  the  Naples  branch  survey,  marked  A;  to  Mr.  McConnePs  reply, 
in. nked  '/;  to  my  rejoinder,  marked  B,  and  to  his  final  instructions, 
narked  Y.     [For  copy  of  correspondence  sec  46th  page.] 

The  papers  here  rehired  to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  copied. 

Question  20:  Was  not  the  Naples  branch  placed  under  contract 
agreeable  to  your  estimates  for  the  same? 

Answer:     Yes. 
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Question  21:  Did  you  recommend  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad  to  be  made  through  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  in  )our  report  to 
Mr.  McConnel  about  the  10th  of  July,  1837! 

Answer:     \ 

Question  22:  Were  you  informed  by  Mr.  IfcConnel  whether  the 
Jacksonville  and  Naples  [la  i  I  road  Company  had  a  claim  to  the  right  of 
way  through  the  valley  of  Wolf  nm.' 

Answer:     No. 

Question  23:  Had  you  been  informed  of  the  intention  of  said 
pany  to  demand  from  the  Slate  the  construction  of  a  branch  railroad  lo 
the  town  of  Naples,  as  at  present  located,  and  under  contract;  and  that 
said  company  would  exact  of  the  State  pay  for  work  already  done  <"» 
their  old  road,  as  indemnity  for  the  right  of  way  which  said  company 
claim  through  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  and  now  occupied  by  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad,  is  it  probable  yon  would  have  recommended  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  through  the  valley  of  Wolf  run? 

Answer:     No. 

Question  21:  What  will  be  the  cost  of  said  branch  road  to  Naples, 
including  the  depot  and  other  appendages  erecting  at  Napli  - 

Answer:     About  $50,0U0. 

Question  25:  Does  the  lot  of  land  condemned  for  the  use  of  the 
State  at  Jacksonville,  for  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Cioss  railroad 
and  appendages  thereon,  join  a  lot  fold  by  Mr.  FogUfl  lo  Mr.  McConnel; 
and  is  not  the  engineer's  office  now  erected  on  the  lot  so  condemned! 

Answer:  I  believe  the  lot  purchased  of  Mr.  Fogos  by  Mr,  Mi  Connel 
adjoins  the  engineer's  office;  I  ana  not  certain.  The  office  u  erect'  d  on 
the  lot  condemned   for  the  use  of  the  road. 

Question  26:      Did  you  not  Survey  said  condemned  lot,  and  was  it  not 
purchased  for  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  ul 
dages,  by  said  McConnel? 

Answer:     Yes. 

Question  27:  If  the  road  from  Jacksonville  to  Mcrcdosia  had  been 
ordered  to  be  located  with  a  grade  not  exceeding  fifty  feet  to  the  mile, 
could  a  nearer  and  as  eligible  a  route  have  been  selected  as  the  pn  sent 
route  down  Wolf  run?  If  so,  state  bow  much  shorter  it  would  have  been 
than  the  present  route,  and  what  difference  there  would  probably  haw- 
been  in  the  costs  of  construction  of  the  two  routes. 

Answer:  A  route  could  have  been  selected  about  three  miles  nearer, 
and  about  £100,000  cheaper,  but  the  road  would  not  probably  have  been 
so  effective  as  on  the  presenl  route,  *  itn  a  grade  i>(  forty  feet  p*  r  mile. 

Question  2s*:     Are  the  railroad  office  and  (  ngine  House  in  Ja< 

ville  built  on  the  lot  condemned   for  railroad  purposes  in  -aid  town:    and 

do  you  know  whether  suid  railroad  lot  adjoins  lot  number  seven  in  Dun- 
can's north  addition  to, Jacksonville!     Also  state  whether  the  railn 

as  located  in  said  town,  passes  through  said  railroad  lot. 

Answer:  There  ia  an  engine  office  and  stable  or  barn  built  for  the 
State,  on  the  lot  condemned  for  rnilroad  purposes.     The  railroad  is 

located  through  said  lot  between  tin    -table    and  the   office,  but    1  do  not 

know  the  number ol  the  lot  adjoining! 

Question   2D:      Was    not  the    ground    thus   assessed    for   the 
Jacksonville  marked  out, or  pointed  out  bj  .Mr.  McConnel, 
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lor  the  said  depot,  so  as  to  include  the  lot  in  Duncan's  addition  which 
joins  the  Fogus  lot? 

Answer:  I  assisted  Mr.  McConnel  in  measuring  and  marking  out  the 
lot  of  ground  condemned  for  railroad  purposes,  and  the  office  is  included 
in  it;   bat  I  do  not  Know  positively   that  it  adjoins  the  Fogus  lot. 

After  being  duly  sworn  to  the  above,  and  the  following,  Mr.  Bucklin 
■\ as  interrogated. 

Question  30,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  whether  the  affidavit  of  your- 
self, taken  in  the  suit  of  the  president  and  trustees  of  Jacksonville  vs. 
M.  McConnel.  was  made  before  the  location  of  the  Naples  branch. 

\ii-\\(  i  :  1  do  not  recollect  when  the  affidavit  was  made.  The  one 
presented  to  the  committee  is  dated  before  the  location  was  made. 

Question  31,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  whether  the  affidavit  above  re- 
ferred to  was  originally  written  by  yourself,  or  by  Mr.  McConnel;  also 
state  the  reason  why  you  were  called  on  for  said  affidavit. 

Answer:  The  affidavit  was  written  by  Mr.  McConnel,  and  presented 
to  me  during  a  term  of  the  circuit  court  in  Jacksonville.  He  gave  as 
reason  that  he  wished  to  use  it  in  obtaining  a  dissolution  of  the  injunc- 
tion to  arrest  the  prosecution  of  the  work  on  the  railroad,  issued  by  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Question  32,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Did  you  not  swear  to  the  affidavit? 

Answer:    Yes. 

Question  33,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Is  it  any  less  true  because  McConnel 
drew  it  u\>>. 

Answer:  The  affidavit  is  not  less  true:  but  if  I  had  known  that  it  was 
intended  to  have  been  used  for  any  other  purposes  but  the  one  alleged, 
1  should  have  given  a  more  particular  detail  of  circumstances. 

Question  31,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Did  you  ever  authorize  or  request  Mr. 
McConnel  to  purchase  any  lots  for  you,  in  Jacksonville,  of  Mr.  Steven- 
son; or  did  he  ever  tell  you  he  had  purchased  any  lots  for  you  of  him? 

Answer:     No. 

Communication  f-orn    Mr.  James  M.  Bucklin,  received   by   the    committer. 
/'«  brunry  6,  1839,  as  further  testimony,  and  ordered  to  be  appended  to  his 

•  I  ■  I ruination. 

"With  regard  to  the  testimony  which  I  have  given  in  obedience  to 
the  call  of  the  committee,  I  wish  to  direct  its  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
By  report  to  Mr.  McConnel  on  the  subject  of  the  Naples  branch  and 
the  ensuing  correspondence  transpired  after  the  date  of  my  affidavit, 
which  Mr.  McConnel  submitted  to  the  committee  to  be  filed  with  my 
testimony;  and  that  this  affidavit  was  given  without  reference  to  the 
claim-  set  up  by  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company  to  the 
right  <>!  way  over  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road* Thia  explanation  seems  to  be  necessary,  because  the  facts  de- 
vi  loped  by  the  correspondence  may  appear  irreconcilable  with  the  affi- 
davit which  1  could  not  have  signed  after  that  correspondence  took  place. 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN." 
•'"-'I'll  Duncan,  being  duly  sworn,  was  examined  as  follows: 
Question  1,  by  Mr.  Gate  wood:     Do  you   know  whether  the  Jackson- 
ville and   Naples  ami  tin;  Jacksonville  and  Mercdosia  Railroad  Compa- 
nies united  in  their  respective  works?     If  so,  state  your  knowledge,  or 
what  you  have  heard  McConnel  say. 
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Question  2.  by  Mr.  Gatewood:  Do  you  know  whether  McConnel 
owned  any  interest  in  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company? 
If  so,  stair  your  knowledge  and  what  you  have  heard  bun 

Answer  t<>  questions  I  and  2:     An  arrangement  w 
iween  myself  and  others,  who  were  interested  in  the  Jacksonville  and 
Meredosia  railroad  with  Charles  Collins  and  others,  who  were  interested 
in  the  Jacksonville  -'md  Naples  railroad,  by  which  tfa  from  Naj 

and  Meredosia  were  to  be  united  at  some  proper  point,  and  form  0 
stem  to  Jacksonville.  Alter  this  union  of  the  interests  of  the  railroads. 
Judge  Lock  wood  was  chosen  president,  and  the  stock  was  chief!?  taken 
by  Charles  Collins  and  myself.  Mi".  Collins  wa-  represented,  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  company  alter  this  union  was  agreed  upon,  by  Mui 
AlcConnel,  Esq.  and  M.  Leslie,  Ksq.,  who  claimed  to  be  equal  partners 
with  him  in  his  subscription  for  the  stock  in  said  railroad.  This  riveting 
took  place  in  the  y  ar  1836,  and  before  Mr.  McConnel  was  chosen  Com- 
missioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  You  have  stated  a  trans*  tion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia  Railroad  Company.     State  now 
if  you  know  whether  McConnel  ever  had  any   interest  in  the  Nan 
Railroad  Company, 

Answer:  I  know  of  none  except  the  interest  claimed  in  the  stock 
subscribed  or  agreed  to  be  paid  by  Charles  Collins. 

Question  4,  by  Mr*  McConnel:      Is  not   the   Jacksonville  and    M 
dosia  railroad  charter  relinquished;  and  was  it  not  relinquished  before 
the  work  was  done  upon  the  Northern  Cross    railroad? 

inswer:  I  believe  it  was  relinquished  before  any  work  was  done  on 
the  Northern  Cross  railroad. 

Question  5.  by  Mr.  .McConnel:  Did  you  ever  Bee  a  subscription  book 
of  the  Meredosia  Company:  and,  il  BO,  did  either  Collin-  or  Mi  (  omul 
pay  any  thing,  or  have  any  interest  in  -aid  company.' 

knswer:  1  am  not  certain  whether  the  sobseriptioo  was  actually  en- 
tered in  a  book,  but  think  it  was,  though  1  believe  no  money  was  paid 
when  Mr.  Collins  entered  into  the  arrangement  referred  to. 

Question  6,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Did*  y  on  ever  see  a  subscription  book 
of  the  Naples  company;  and.  if  so,  do  you  know  whether  McConnel  e\.  i 
had  any  interest  in  said  company? 

Answer:     None  except  that  stated  in  my  first  answer, which  \\ 

the  two  roads  when  united. 

Question  7,  bj  Mi.  McConuel:    State  whether  there  eras  a  railroad 
constructing  by  acompauy  called  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Ratlr 
Company,  from  Naples  towards  Jacksonville,  at  the  time  ofthis  arran 
ment  referred  to  by  you.    Also  whether  yon  heard  Mr.  McConnel  saj 
he  owned  any  interest  in  the  Naples  company,  or  in  the  work  done  on 

-aid  Naples  railroad. 

Answer:     1  know  that  a  railroad  was  actually  constructing  fron    N 
pies  m  lip-  direction  of  Jacksonville  in  the  yeai  1836,  which  was  called 
the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  railroad;  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  Mc- 
Connel a  having  any  interest  in  said  road,  unless  it  may  be  inferred  from 
his  Inning    claimed    to  be    an    equal    partner  with  Mr.  Codin-   and    Mi. 

Leslie  in  the  stock  subscribed  l>_\    Collins   in  the  proposed  union  of  ih< 
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road  with  the  Jacksonville    and  Meredosia  railroad  referred  to  in  my 
first  answer. 

Question  8,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Did  you  own  the  land  where  the  railroad 
lot  was  located  in  Jacksonville,  in  the  spring  of  IS37,  and  other  hind 
adjoining  thereunto?  If  so,  state  whether  Mr.  McConnel  ever  applied 
to  you  to  purchase  several  acres  of  land  where  said  railroad  lot  is  situat- 
ed. If  so,  the  time  when,  and  whether  it  was  before  the  Northern  Cro«s 
railroad  was  located  through  Jacksonville;  also  state  the  conversation,  if 
any,  which  took  pi  ice  between  you  and  Mr.  MiConncI  on  that  subject, 
and  whether  he  proposed  to  purchase  for  himself  or  for  the  State. 

Answer:  At  the  time  the  railroad  was  located  at  Jacksonvi'le  in 
1S37,  I  owned  the  lot  and  land  condemned  for  a  square,  also  the  lots 
east  and  west  of  the  lot  on  which  the  office  was  built,  and  about  thirty 
acres  of  land  north  and  west  of  said  location  of  said  square.  Before  the 
survey  of  location  of  said  road  or  square  was  made,  and  after  Mr.  Mc- 
Connel was  appointed  to  office,  he  applied  to  me  to  purchase  about  five 
acres  of  the  land  above  described,  which  he  said  he  wanted  for  a  call 
pasture  as  it  was  convenient  lo  his  rcsidcnce;to  which  1  replied  that  I 
expected  he  wanted  it  to  pasture  his  steam-engines  in.  At  this  remark 
which  was  rather  jocular  on  my  part,  Mr.  McConnel  appeared  to  be 
offended,  but  in  a  short  time  after,  perhaps  ten  or  twelve  days,  he  in- 
formedme  that  my  suspicions  were  right;  that  he  had  ascertained  that 
the  road  would  he  located  at  this  point,  and  that  he  wanted  to  purchase 
a  lot  of  me  for  a  depot. 

Question  0,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Do  you  know  whether  lot  No.  7,  in  your 
north  addition  to  Jacksonville,  formerly  owned  by  Fogus,  adjoins  the  lot 
in  said  town  condemned  for  railroad  purposes. 

Answer:     It  does. 

Question  ID:  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  McConnel  say  for  whom  he 
purchased  the  property  of  Stevenson,  adjoining  the  lot  Fogus  sold  to 
.Mr.  McConnel  by  the  railroad  in  .Jacksonville? 

Answer:     1  heard  him  say  it  was  for  Mr.  Bucklin. 

.Mr.  Miron  Leslie  submitted  the  following  testimony,  in  writing, 
which  was  received  by  the  committee,  and,  after  being  sworn  to  and 
subscribed  by  Mr.  Leslie,  was  ordered  to  be  copied. 

No.  1. 

I.  Miron  Leslie,  of  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois,  on 
oath  depose  and  say,  that  1  am  President  of  the  Naples  and  Jackson- 
ville Railroad  Company,  and  have  been  since  the  first  organization  of 
said  company;  and  as  such  president  have  had  the  control  ot  and  have 
done  nearly  nil  the  business  of  said  company  from  first  to  last.  Myself 
and  Charles  Collins  have  paid  all  of  the  stock  thai  has  been  subscribed 
and  paid,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  small  sum  of  money  amounting 
<>  leas  lb  an  "ne  dollars;  which  said  sum  of  money  was  paid  on  A.  W. 
Parsons1  subscription  by  him,  and  which  I  believe  has  been  refunded  to 
him  in  a  settlement  between  him  and  the  said  Collins  and  myself.  Ex- 
eept  this  last  mentioned  sum,  Collins  and  myself  have  paid  every  dollar 
that  has  been  expend  id  <>n  said  road  from  first  to  last,  up  to  the  time 
that   a   part  of  said  road  was  taken  by  the   State  through    the  action  of 
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the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  at  their  meeting  in 
June  last.  1  know  all  ihe  individuals  who  subscribed  for  stoi  k,  and  I 
know  thiit  Murray  MeConnel  never  did  subscribe  for  any  of  the  -tuck 
of  said  company,  upon  the  books  of  said  company,  u<>r  lav.  I  any  know- 
ledge that  he  tVCt  mvnnl,  directly  Of  indirect!)  ,  any  interest  in  Mid 
road  or  company;  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe, 
that  he  lias  not  or  ever  has  had  one  cent  of  interest  or  property  in  the 
Naples  branch  road  in  any  form,  manner,  or  shape.  1  further  state, 
from  the  situation  1  do  and  have  occupied  in  said  company.  1  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  said  MeConnel  could  have  any  interest  or  property  in  said 
company  without  my  knowledge.  1  further  depose  and  say  that  I  at- 
tended the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  at 
Vandaliain  June  last,  in  conjunction  with  two  other  citizens  from  -Mor- 
gan county,  who  were  not  owners  of  any  of  said  road,  and  at  that  im  et- 
ui g  made  application  that  the  Naples  branch  be  made  a  part  ol  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad;  that  prior  to  the  final  action  of  the  board,  1 
did  not  know  how  any  member  would  act  upon  the  subject.  I  had  never 
been  informed  by  word,  deed,  act  or  intimation,  how  MeConnel  would 
vote  or  act  in  said  Board  upon  that  subject;  nor  do  I  now  know  whether 
he  voted  for  or  against  making  said  branch  road  a  part  of  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad.  I  further  state  that  I  have  a  general  knowledge  of  who 
are  the  owners  of  property  in  Naples,  and  on  the  line  of  said  branch 
road;  and  I  do  not  know  that  Murray  MeConnel  owns  one  foot  of  land 
in  Naples  or  on  said  line;  but,  on  the  contrary,  1  believe  he  has  not,  in 
any  manner  or  form,  one  dollar's  worth  of  real  estate  there,  unit !M  it  i«  ■ 
part  of  a  warehouse  that  the  firm  of  MeConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.,  carry  oa 
grocery  business  in;  and  whether  he  owns  any  part  of  that  1  do  not 
know,  except  from  the  members  of  the  firm  who  told  me  they  had  taken 
the  house  of  T towards  his  part  of  the  capital  of  the  firm. 

Question:  Was  there  any  understanding  or  agreement  between  Mr. 
McConnell  and  the  Naples  Kailroad  Company,  that  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad  between  Jacksonville  and  the  Illinois  river  should  be  located 
down  Wolf  run? 

Answer:  There  was  never  such  understanding  or  agreement.  And  1 
further  state  that  !  did  not  know  that  the  road  would  be.  or  ■  ai  located 
down  Wolf  run,  until  the  engineer's  report  was  made  public. 

Question:  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  Mr.  MeConnel  caused  more 
lines  than  one  to  be  run  for  the  Naples  branch  1 

Answer:  After  the  survey  of  different  lines  for  said  lateral  branch  had 
commenced,  1  addressed  a  letter  to   Mr.  MeConnel  up  m  the   subject,  a* 

President  of  the  Naples  Railroad  Company;  which  said  letter  i-  published 

in  the  Commissioner's  report.     About  this  lime  1  had  MMM  conversation 

with  Mr.  MeConnel,  in  which  1  remarked  to  trim  that  I  understood  that 
the  Board  at  their  meeting  In  Vandalia,  when  they  ordered  ■  literal 
branch  made  to  Naples, designed  to  take  our  road  a*  it  was,  aim  n 

such  repairs  as  might  be  DeceSSarV.  Mr.  MeConnel  replied  to  me  that 
he  would  have  the  whole  surveyed ,  and  all  the  facts  made  public,  and 
would  learn  from  actual  survey  which  route  was  was  best  for  the  Slate. 
in  view  of  our  rights  as  a  companv. 

Ml  HON  LESLIE. 
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No.  2. 

1.  Miron  Leslie,  of  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois,  on 
oath  depose  and  pay,  that  .Murray  McConnell  made  a  bargain  with  Charles 
Collins,  of  St.  Louis,  for  a  small  light-draft  steamboat,  which  the  said 
Collins  owned  and  used  for  a  ferry  boat  at  Naples,  which  boat  at  the 
time  was  nearly  out  of  water  at  the  ferry  landing,  upon  the  following 
conditions:  That  if  the  said  Collins  would  build  a  suitable  cabin  on  said 
boat  to  accommodate  an  engineering  company  to  survey  the  Illinois 
river,  and  have  it  and  the  boat  in  readiness  by  a  day  then  named, 
(which  was  six  or  seven  days  after  said  bargain,  conversation,  or  agreement 
above  alluded  to,  was  had,)  upon  this  further  condition:  that  if  after  the 
said  boat  was  out  afloat  and  the  cabin  built  as  aforesaid,  the  engineers 
of  the  State  should  pronounce  said  boat  fit  for  the  service,  and  if  the 
same  was  not  in  readiness  by  the  day  named,  whether  fit  or  not,  he 
(McGonnel)  would  not  take  the  boat.  The  price  that  was  agreed  upon 
was  twenty  or  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  I  am  not  positive  which; 
the  money  to  be  paid  upon  the  approval  and  reception  of  the  boat. 
I  was  present  when  Collins  commenced  fitting  the  boat,  and  saw  him 
every  day  from  that  time  until  the  day  named,  1  believe.  I  rendered 
some  assistance  in  trying  to  get  the  boat  afloat.  I  sent  fifteen  or  twenty 
men  who  were  at  work  for  me  to  assist  several  days  in  succession  in 
getting  said  boat  into  the  river,  which  was  not  effected  by  the  day  named 
in  the  contract;  on  which  day  Mr.  McConnel  was  at  Naples,  and  in  my 
presence  refused  to  take  the  boat,  as  the  terms  of  the  contract  had  not 
been  complied  with  as  to  time.  Mr.  Collins  then  applied  for  further 
time,  and  urged  as  a  reason  that  he  had  expended  several  hundred  dol- 
lars in  preparing  the  boat  which  would  be  lost  to  him;  but  Mr.  McConnel 
refused  to  extend  the  time,  and  refused  to  take  the  boat,  and  did  not  take 
it.  Afterwards  Mr.  Collins  made  another  disposition  of  the  boat,  and 
that  ended  the  whole  affair.  Mr.  Collins  received  no  money  from  Mr. 
McConnel,  as  I  learned  from  the  conversation  had  at  this  time  between 

tlieti). 

Question:  What  was  the  value  and  description  of  the  Collins'  steam- 
boat? 

Answer:  The  boat  was  flat  bottomed  and  drew  about  ten  or  twelve 
8  of  water,  was  about  forty  feet  long,  had  one  large  boiler,  and  a 
very  powerful  engine  for  a  small  one.  The  engine  would  propel  the 
boat,  I  should  think,  six  or  seven  miles  an  hour,  in  the  Illinois  river,  and 
was  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  an  engineering  company  to  Mir- 
1 t]   the  river. 

Question:  Would  said  boat,  when  fitted  up  according  to  the  contract, 
be  useful  to  survey  the  river  at  its  lowest  stage  last  summer  and  fall? 

Answer:  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  would  have  been  the  cheapest  way 
that  could  have  been  devised  to  survey  the  river;  and,  from  what  I  heard 
from  the  engineers,  the  only  way  they  would  consent  to  enter  upon  the 
survey,  on  account  of  health  and  convenience.  I  heard  Mr.  McConnel 
propose  to  get  ■  keel-boat  for  the  purpose,  and  the  engineer  told  him 
I"  would  not  enter  upon  the  service  in  that  manner.  From  the  best  in- 
formation 1  have,  said  boat  could  have  run  from  the  head  of  steamboat 


navigation  to  the  month  of  the   river,  without  any  interruption,  at  the 
lowest  stage  of  water,    [consider  tin-  price  proposal  very  cheap  for 

such  a  boat 

Question:  Would  it  be  useful  in  attending  upon  thedredfjing-machines 
ami  clearing  out  the  river? 

Answer:  It  might  he  of  use,  but  to  what  extent  I  am  unable  to  say.  I 
heard  experienced  men  say  (hat  a  scraper  could  be  attached  to  it  and 
sand  bars  removed  with  facility,  but  I  do  not  know  much  about  it  my- 
self. 1  think  the  principal  object  of  baying  the  beet  was  i<-  surrey  the 
river  dariojj  its  lowest  Btage  last  summer  and  tall,  that  the  obstructions 
might  be  more  fully  ascertained,  ami  with  lets  expense  than  to  attempt 
a  -nrvey  in  high  water. 

Question:   Why  wal  a  voucher  taken  for  it? 

Answer:  Because  Mr.  McConnel  said  that,  if  the  boat  was  in  readiness 
by  the  time  named,  it  would  he  an  expenditure  property  within  a 
which  lie  could  not  do,  if  he  waited  until  the  time  named,  but  said  he 
would  take  a  receipt  for  the  money,  and  leave  the  money  in  bank  lor 
Collins,  if  he  complied  with  the  contract,  but  would  not  pay  for  it  until 
the  engineer  who  was  going  upon  the  survey  accepted  the  boat,  and  de- 
cided that  it  would  answer. 

MIRON  LESLIE. 

No.  3. 

Question:  What  do  you  know  about  Mr.  McConnell's  interest  in  pro- 
perty at  what  is  called  Morgan  City? 

A  nswcr:  I  know  that  he  purchased  an  undivided  eighth  part  of  a  quan- 
tity of  land  lying  between  tho  Illinois  bottom  and  Jacksonville,  and  that 

th*  place  called  Morgan  City,  which  is  at  the  summit  Level  beti 
Jacksonville  and  thi-  river,  was  a  part  of  said  purchase;  that  his  interest 
was  an  equitable  one,  no  deed  having  ever  been  executed  for  the  same. 
This  purchase  was  made  by  Mr.  McConnei  the  year  before  the  law  pro- 
viding for  a  system  of  internal  improvements  was  passed,  and  the  grst 
cost  of  the  same  was  one  thousand  dollars;  and  long  alter  the  purchase, 
and  after  the  location  of  the  road  where  it  now  is.  Mr.  McConnel  ur^ed 
me  to  take  his  interest  at  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  1  de- 
clined doing*  lie  afterwards,  and  some  time  in  L838»  sold  his  interest 
lor  about  three  thousand  dollars.  This  is  all  the  property  or  interest  that 
I  have  any  knowledge  or  belief  that  Mr.  McConnel  ever  owned  00  the 
now  located  route  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  or  its  immediate  \  i.  i- 
nity  between  Jacksonville  and  the  Illinois;  river. 

Question:  Did  Mr.  McConnel, at  the  time  of  the  location  of  the  road. 
own  more  land  and  property  on  Coon  run  than  he  did  on  Wolf  run  and 

at  Morgan  City? 

Answer:  My  knowledge  of  Mr.  McConnel'i  owning  land  on  I 
run  is  Dot  derived  from  record  knowledge;  but  previous  to  the 
the  internal  improvement  law,  and  since,  1  have  been  informed  bj  Mr. 
McConnel  and  others  that  he  had  ■  laate  amount  of  land  of  CoOO  run. 
McConnel  has  shown  me  several  tracts  ol  land  on  Coon  run.  which  be 
saiil  In'  owned.  1  have  seen  duplicate  receipts  from  the  land  oilice,  show- 
ing the  purchase  o(  land  by  Mr.  McConnel,  which  he  said  lay  on  and  in 
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the  vicini'y  of  Coon  run,  but  I  did  not  examine  said  receipts;  from  in- 
formation  derived  of  the  character  above  described,  I  have  always  thought 
and  believed  that  Mr.  .McConnel  has  twice  the  interest  on  Coon  run 
that  he  ever  had  on  Wolf  run  route. 

Question:  Were  you  one  of  the  contractors,  in  conjunction  with  Janua- 
ry At  Dunlap,  for  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  from 
the  Illinois  river  to  Springfield? 

Answer:     I  was. 

Question:  State  what  you  know  about  the  permanent  location  of  the 
road  at  Mercdosia? 

Viewer:  I  never  understood  that  the  road  was  permanently  fixed  at 
Mercdosia,  Mnlil  surveyed  and  staked  out  where  it  now  runs  to  the  river. 
As  contractors,  we  commenced  grading  said  road  about  seven  or  eight 
miles  from  Meredosia,  and  did  all  the  principal  work   that  we  did  the 
first  season  from  that  point  towards  Jacksonville.    We  under-let  to  James 
Waldo  and  others  some  grading  near  Mcredosia,  and  I  believe  all  of 
said  work  was  out  of  the  town;  they  were,  anxious  to  commence  in  town, 
but  we  refused  to  let  any  such  contract.     One  of  the  reasons  that  ope- 
rated upon  my  mind  to  icfuse  was  the  fact  that  it  was  not  definitely  de- 
termined where  the  road  would  strike  the  river  at  Meredosia.     My  co- 
contractors  urged  as  a  reason  that  the  first  part  of  the  grading  from  the 
river  was  reserved  from  the  per  mile  part  of  our  contract,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  conveniently  under-let.     Many  other  reasons   might  have 
been  urged  by  January  &  Dunlap,  with  whom  the  principal  conversa- 
tion was   had  about  the  sub-contract;  and  much  conversation  that  I  ne- 
ver was  informed  of,  I  have  no  doubt  did  pass  between  them;  as  January 
&  Dunlap  and  the  Waldos,  were  all  Mercdosia  men  in  feeling  and  in- 
terest, while  I  was  a  Naples  man  in  feeling  and  interest,  and  Waldo  ne- 
ver talked  with  me  upon  the  subject.     At  the  time  the  contract  was  taken 
I  wag  confined  at  home  by  the  sickness  of  my  family,  and  had  no  know- 
ledge of  any  grubbing  or  chopping  of  trees  at  Mcredosia,  until  after  it 
was  done.     As  soon  us  I  found  it  out  I  called  the  propriety  of  the  thing 
in  question,  inasmuch  as  we  had  determined  to  commence  our  work  in 
Wolf  run,  and  for  the  reason  that  the  work  wras  not  laid  out,  and  January 
&,  Dunlap  gave  a*  a  first  reason  that  the  law  required  us  to  commence  at 
the  river  to  strike  the  first  blow;  and  that  if  ever  so  slight  a  commence- 
ment was  made,  it  would  answer  the  law.     I  rather  ridiculed  the  reason, 
and  they  then  -aid  it  would  pacify  the  Mercdosia  folks,  and  here  the  con- 
vi Ination  ended.     It  was  a  slight  affair  any  how,  and  I   cared   nothing 
about  it. 

MIRON  LESLIE. 

Mr.  Leslie  was  then  examined  as  follows: 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  When  was  the  work  commenced  for  a 
railroad  at  Naples,  and  who  commenced  it;  and  had  Mr.  McConnel  ever 
any  interest  in  the  work  done  there? 

Answer:  I  believe  it  was  commenced  in  1S36,  and  by  Charles  Collins. 
I  have  no  knowledge  that  Mr.  McConnel  ever  owned  any  part  of  said 
work. 

Question  k3,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Were  not  you  and  Charles  Collins  two  of 
the  contractor?  who  undertook  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia,  and  did  you  and 


Mr.  Collins,  or  cither  of  you,  ever  tell  Mr.  McConnel  before  you  under- 
took said  contract,  or  before  you  commenced  work  in  Wolf  run,  that  if 
the  railroad  was  constructed  down  said  run,  ihut  )ou  would  claim  dam- 
ages of  the  State,  on  account  of  your  interest  in  the  Naples  Railroad 
Company,  or  that  you  would  enjoin  said  work,  unless  the  State  mad'-  a 
lateral  branch  to  Naples! 

Answer:  Charles  Collins  and  mysell  were  two  of  the  contractors  for 
the  construction  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  between  Springfield  and 
the  Illinois  river.  I  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  stating  any  thing  to 
Mr.  McConnd  about  claiming  damages  at  the  time  mentioned  in  the 
above  question,  and  I  never  heard  Collins  tell  McConnel  so.  1  do  [not] 
know  at  what  time  I  spoke  cf  enjoining  said  road,  but  it  was  aiway*  the 
intention  of  myself  and  Collins  to  enjoin  the  road  unless  the  State  made 
our  road  a  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad. 

Question  3:  State  when  the  Naples  charter  passed  and  became  a  law'; 
whether  you  was  not  present  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  stockholder*: 
whether  McConnel  was  ever  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  stockholders, 
an. J  whether  he  ever  took  any  interest  whatever  in  the  concerns  of 
said  company. 

Answer:  The  Naples  Railroa  I  Company  were  chartered  in  LS37. 
1  have  been  present  at  every  meeting  01  the  stockholders  of  said  corn- 
pan) .  Mr  McConnel  never  was  present  at  any  of  said  meetings,  and 
never  took  any  interest  in  the  affairs  of  said  company. 

Question  1:  H  as  there  ever  a  meeting  In  Id  by  the  directors  of  the 
Naples  Kailroad  Company  after  the  the.  first  election  oi  officers  of  the 
company  ? 

Answer:  ,  According  to  my  hist  recollection  there  was  two  meet- 
ings. 

Question  5:  To  whom  did  Mr.  McConnel  sell  his  interest  in  the 
Morgan  City  trad  I 

Answer:     To  Charles  Collins. 

Question  (i:  Are  you  not  one  ol  the  contractors  upon  the  Naples 
branch  ?  If  so,  will  you  utate  the  value  of  the  interest  surrendered  to  the 
Slate,  in  the  railroad  cortract  signed  by  you  and  Others  lor  the  Naples 
road.  Siate  what  will  be  the  probable  cost  of  said  branch  upon  tbe 
plan  the  Same  is  now  being  made. 

Answer:  I  am  one  of  the  contractors  to  make  the  Naples  branch.  It 
is  difficult  for  me  to  state  accurately  the  value  of  the  in  teres!  surrendered 
to  the  State  in   the  contract  above  named*     1  believe  that  it  is.  much 

greater  (ban  the  cost  of  the  branch.      1  believe  that  the  COStoftbe  road 

will  not  exceed  eighteen  thousand  dollars.     I  am  willing,  as  one  if  the 

contractors,  to  take  that  sum,  and  release  the  Slate  from  the  payment  of 
any  further  sum. 

Question  7:      Who  Were    elected  the  officers  of  the  Naples  and  Jark- 

souville  Railroad  Company;  and  was  there  e\   r  any  monej  paid  to  the 
treasurer  oi  said  company  ;.t  its  organisation .  or  afterward*,  by  vvtjM 
or  anv  of  the  stockholders  of  said  company  I 

Answer:  1  was  elected  president,  Joseph  Coddington,  treasurer,  and 
one  Lee  was  appointed  secretary.     There  was  paid  to  the  tr<  -  \- 

cral  thousand  dollars.  I  paid  myself  above  two  (hoUSand  dollars  in  a 
very  shoit  lime  after  said  compain  was  Organised,  besides  what  I  had 
paid  for  making  the  road  before  the  company  was  chartered. 
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Question  8     Did  you  purposely  conceal  from  the  Commissioner,  Mr. 

nit!,  that  you  and  Collins  intended  to  claim  damages  of  the  State, 

itUi-\   made  the  Northern  Cross    railroad  down  Wolf  run,  or  that  you 

would  enjoin  said  road  if  the  State  did  not  adopt  your  latteral  road;  or 

irafl  McConnel  kept  in  ignorance  of  this  fact  by  accident  ? 

Lnstrer:  !<•  Wiis  none  of  McConnel's  business  what  Collins  and  my- 
self intended  to  do;  and  as  to  any  accidental  or  predetermined  conceal- 
ment of  our  business,  it  is  begging  a  question,  no  concealment  ever  having 
existed.  1  do  not  know  whether  McConnel  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
intentions  of  myself  and  Collins  before  the  location  of  said  road. 

Question  9:  Do  you  claim  any  damages  from  the  State  as  president 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Com- 
pany i°  consequence  of  the  State  undertaking  to  construct  the  Northern 
Cross    railroad.  I 

Answer:  The  Railroad  Company  has  surrendered  their  chartered 
rights  to  the  State,  from  the  Illinois  river  to  Jacksonville,  and  the  right 
of  way,  obtained  and  owned  by  the  company,  for  the  mest  part  of  nine 
miles  now  occupied  by  the  State,  and  all  privileges  and  rignts  of  every 
description  belonging  to  said  company  free  of  charge  to  the  State,  and 
have  agreed  to  make  said  branch  road  tor  the  bare  cost  of  labor  and  ma- 
terial- without  any  charge  for  time  or  trouble,  upon  conditions  that  the 
State  pays  lor  said  branch  road  at  its  costs,  and  makes  it  a  part  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad. 

Question  10:  From  your  knowledge  of  the  rights  of  the  Jacksonville 
Railroad  Company,  and  from  your  knowledge  of  the  law  arising  upon 
those  rights,  would  those  rights  have  been  different  as  to  the  right  of  the 
State  to  make  the  State  road  from  Meredosia,  whether  said  road  had 
been  located  up  Wolf  run,  or  Coon  run,  or  on  a  straight  line,  or  elsewhere  I 

Answer:  1  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  that  the  law  has  well 
;md  fully  settled  that  our  rights  would  be  the  same,  whatever  route  was 
taken  from  Jacksonville  to  the  river;  and  that  making  any  road  on  any 
route  between  these  points  by  the  State,  without  the  consent  of  the  com- 
pany, would  be  a  violation  of  our  chartered  rights. 

II.  re  follows  the  oorrespondence  referred  to  by  Mr.  Bucklin  in  his 
answer  to  question  1 1  to  19,  inclusive,  on  the  36th  page  of  this  journal. 

X. 

Jacksonville,  June.  16,  1838. 

Nik:  The  Board  ol  Public  Works  has  ordered  the  making  of  the  lat- 
eral branch  from  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  to  Naples,  a  cop)  of 
vshich  order  is  herewith  enclosed.  1  have  directed  that  said  road  be  let 
to  contractors  <m  the  fifteenth  day  of  August  next,  at  Naples. 

You  will  see  by  the  order,  that  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  liailroad 
Company  have  Borne  rights  to  be  relinquished,  it  will  therefore  become 
necf-ssary  for  you  to  some  extent  to  consult  the  accommonation  of  said 
company  in  the  locution,  but  at  the  same  time  guarding  first  the  in- 
tercut of  the  State.  You  will  proceed)  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  to 
locate  -  u  |  branch  and  prepare  the  same  for  contracting  at  said  time  and 
place,  preparing  all  the  maps,  plats,  piofilcs,  and  estimates  necessary  to 
a  full  and  perfect  understanding  of  the  work  to  be  done. 
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Mr.  Leslie,  represent  trust  of  said  company  to  whom  \  i  m 

the  necessary  information  their  righto     lie  will  fur- 

nish to  do  the   work  at  Naples  and  and  boarding 

and  all  other  things  necessary  in  the  making  of  said  survej   and  looatioo. 

M.  Mc(  '  >NNEL. 

Jamks  M.  Bucklin. 


"«lleport6  and  comiiuiriicationu  in  relation  10    iIk-  \  wilt     llrtinch,  together  with  a  map  of 

said  branch,  and  all  surveys. 


Report  of  M.  McConncly  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  First  Judicial  Circuit 

First  Judicial  Circuit, 

Jacksonville^  III.  July,  11,  1h37. 
To  Willi  vm  Kinney,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  tfu  Stab  of  Illinois: 
Sut:  J  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  public  officer  and  agent  of 
the  people  t<>   whose  cbaige  is  confided  an  important  iru-t.  and  especially 
where  the  disbursing  of  the  public  money  is  a  part  of  that  trust,  to  em- 
brace every  opportunity  of  informing  the  people  of  the  manner  in  which 
that  duly  is  being  performed     1  therefore  take  this  method  of  informi 
you, and,  through  you,  the  people  and  (heir  representatives, ol  what 
been  done   in  relation  to  internal  improvements  in  the  first    judicial  cir- 
cuit, since  the  first  organization  of.the  Board  of  which  \ou  are  president 
Shortly  alter  the  firs!  meeting  "I  the  Board,  and  after  my  return  to  (he 

circuit,   1  employed  Mann-  A.    Cbinn,    Esq.  to    survey  and  locate    that 

part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  situated  between  Springfield  and 
Jacksonville.  A  company  was  immediate))  organised,  and  Mr.  Chiun, 
u-in<^  Ids  own  mathematical  instruments,  took  charge  ol  said  company, 
ami  entered  immediately  upon  the  dutj  aasigned  him;  ami  by  a  con-tint 
and  close  application  thereto,  both  by  him  and  the  assistant  engineers 
under  bis  charge,  and  being  aided  by  the  unusual  evenness  of  the  route 

between  those  place-,  he  was   aide    to  complete  laid  BUrvej   and  fur; 

all  the  necessary  map-,  plans,  profiles,  and  estimates  ol  raid  route,  be! 
the  tenth  of  July  in-1.     For  more  particular  information  in  relation  to 
said  survey,  reference  is  lure  made  to  th  •  report  of  Mr.  China,  which  i- 

bereto  annexed. 

At  the  lime  Mr.  Chinn  was  employed  to  survey'  and  locate  said  i 
Mr.  Bucklio  the  chief  engineer  ot  this  district,  was  abs<  nt  in  the  ea*t 
cities  in  search  for  mathematical  instruments,  and  in  the  employ 

the  State.      lie  did  not  arrive   in  this  cou:ilr\    until    about  the  middle  of 

Ma\  lest;  and  om  ing  to  Ihe  delay  consequent  upon  organising  ;i  company, 
procuring  camp  equipments,  and  other  things  neces  r  the  field, 

survey  was  not  commenced  west  of  Jacksonville    until  late  in  the  month 
of  May.     At  that  time  Mr.  Pollock  was  employed  as  assistant  ei 
and  a  survey  wss  commenced  ai  Itferedosia  on  the  Illinois  ri 
difficulty  was  encountered  in  finding  a  proper  and  eligi  I    route  throi 

the  river  hills,  or  bluffs  of  Hie  Illinois.       The  line   of  the  road  was  found 
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to  lie  in  a  direction  not  suited  to  the  course  of  the  valleys  of  the  small 
creek;  ami  ravines  putti  ig  through  these  hills.  From  the  altitude  of 
these  bluffs,  and  from  their  steep  and  sudden  ascent  from  the  bottom 
lands  of  the  river,  it  was  found  impossible  to  pass  them,  without  the  aid 
of  inclined  planes,  to  be  overcome  by  stationary  power,  except  by  pass- 
in"  through  the  valley  of  some  one  of  these  small  tributaries  of  the  Illi- 
nois river  before  mentioned.  Consequently  much  time  was  spent  in 
examination;  and  various  lines  were  run,  and  all  the  creeks  and  ravines 
within  any  reasonable  distance  of  a  direct  line  for  said  road  were  sur- 
veyed. The  distance  between  Jacksonville  and  the  termination  of  sail! 
road  at  Meredosia,  on  the  Illinois  river,  does  not  exceed  twenty  miles: 
yet  there  has  been  more  than  one  hundred  miles  of  experimental  line 
surveyed  by  Mr.  Bucklin  and  the  engineers  under  his  charge,  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  the  best  route  for  said  road.  Upon  all  these  lines 
the  grade  has  been  fixed  as  regulated  by  the  Board  at  its  last  meeting, 
and  the  estimates  carefully  made,  and  the  cost  of  making  the  road  over 
each  calculated;  nnd  the  route  that  was  found  to  furnish  a  foundation  for 
the  best  road,  and  be  at  the  same  time  the  cheapest,  was  adopted.  Jt  will 
be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  reports  of  Mr.  Bucklin  and  Mr.  Pollock, 
which  are  hereto  annexed,  that  the  line  adopted,  is  by  far  preferable, 
and  the  road  made  thereon  will  cost  fifty  chousand  dollars  less  than 
any  one  of  the  other  lines  surveyed.  Although  the  line  adopted  may  be 
two  miles  or  thereabouts  longer  than  some  others  surveyed,  yet  I  could 
not  think  that  I  would  be  ju-tificd  in  expending  a  large  sum  of  public 
money  ID  making  a  road  upon  a  line  contrary  to  the  reports  and  advice 
of  competent  and  able  engineers,  it  is  now  believed  that  the  line  adop- 
ted is  an  exception,  for  its  smoothness  of  surface,  cheapness  of  construc- 
tion, anl  easy  grade,  to  all  other  lines  that  can  be  found  passing  through 
thi^  range  of  hills. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  difficulties,  and  notwithstanding  the  almost 
GOnilant  rains  in  this  part  of  the  country  in  the  month  of  June,  these 
engineers  completed  the  location  of  the  road  between  Jacksonville  and 
tie  river,  together  with  all  the  maps,  profiles,  and  estimates,  on  said 
line,  ,i  sufficient  time  before  the  tenth  of  July  to  enable  all  persons 
wishing  to  take  contracts  upon  said  road  to  obtain  all  necessary  infor- 
mation relative  thereto. 

When  the  engineers  first  commenced  surveying  this  road  between 
Springfield  and  the  Illinois  river,  they  were  informed  by  me  that  it  was 
expected  that  all  of  said  road  would  be  surveyed,  and  ready  to  put  un- 
der contract,  by  the  first  week  in  July;  arid  with  a  full  belief  that  it 
could  be  done,  I  proceeded  to  advertise,  according  to  law,  that  I  would 
receive  sealed  proposals  for  the  constiuction  of  said  road,  from  the  date 
of  the  advertisement  to  the  tenth  of  this  month.  Said  surveys  were 
completed  as  expected;  and  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  tenth 
ol  this  month,  many  s'-aled  proposals  had  been  received  for  contracts 
upon  said  road;  and  after  the  hour,  said  proposals  were  opened,  exam- 
ined, and  compared  by  me,  in  the  presence  of,  and  aided  by  Mr.  Wright. 
Commissioner  of  the  Boardof  Public  Works  of  the  fifth  judicial  circuit, 
together  with  Messrs.  Bucklin  and  Chinn.  the  engineers  upon  said  road. 
Bidders  appeared  from  various  parts  of  this  State,  and  some  from  other 
States   in   the  western   county;   and  much    anxiety  was  manifested    to 
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procure  contracts.  None  of  the  proposals  could  be  raid  to  be  exorbitant; 
yet  some  were  higher  than  the  commissioners  and  engineers  present 
would  think  prudent  to  accept.  Upon  the  comparing  of  the  proposals, 
it  appeared  that  all  the  bidders,  except  in  two  instances,  had 
in  their  proposals,  10  offer  that,  in  the  event  that  the  State  should  not 
furnish  the  money  to  pay  for  the  work  a- tin-  sum'  progres-ed,  that  liny 
would  take  warrants  or  State  bond*,  in  the  place  Ol  money,  as  they 
were  particularly  notified  to  <lo  in  the  novertisemenf  of  Ibe  letting  of 
said  work;  and.  as  it  was  found  that  these  two  proposals  were  a*  low 
if  not  lower  than  any  other,  it  was  decided  to  accept,  for  that  part  of 
said  road  between  Jacksonville  and  the  Illinois  river,  one  of  th' 
posals,  being  the  one  made  by  iVIiron  Leslie,  James  Dnnlap,  Tlxui.-T. 
January,  and  Charles  Collins;  and,  for  that  part  o(  said  road  betw<  ■ 
Springfield,  in  Sangamon   county,  and  Jacksonville,  in  Morgan   county, 

it  was  decidi  d  to  receive  the  other  proposal  referred  to,  being  the  join! 
proposal  of  James  Dnnlap,  Thomas  T.  January,  Charles  Collins,  and 
Miron  Leslie.  All  of  said  persons  being  then  present,  tin  \  irere  imme- 
diately notified  of  said  acceptance;  whereupon,  they  immediately  came 

forward,  and  entered   into  two  separate  contracts  to    the   State,  binding 
themselves  to  complete  all  of  said  road  in  the  best  and  most  substantial 
manner  from  Springfield    to    the    Illinois  river  at  Mercdosia.  a  distant  •• 
of  fifty-seven  miles  or  more,  for  a  small  amount  over  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars per  mile.       They  hind  themselves  to  furnish  to  the   Slate  all   th 
ceesary  locomotives  and    cars    upon    said  road,  ready  for    Die,    charging 
the  State  only  the  cost  "I    the    article  when    delivered   upon   the  road. 
They  agree  to  commence  said  work    by  or  hetore    the    fust   dav  of  Ac- 
gust  next,  and  to  finish  the  road  between  the  Illinois   river  and  Jackson- 
ville, by  the  first  day  oi  December,  1839,  and  between  Jacksonville nnd 
Springfield,  by  the  first  day  of  August,  IS  10.     They  further  agree  ll 
if  the  State  should  not  at  all   times  furnish  the  money  to  pay  for  said  im- 
provement as  the  same   progresses,  they  will   take  State   bonds,  or  n 
rants  drawn  and  signed  according  to    the  64th  section    of   the  law   t<>     - 
tablish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement, 

With  all  and  each  <>i  those  gentlemen  making  this  contract,  I  am  per- 
sonally acquainted.    I  know  them  to  be  men   of  property,  industry,  and 
enterprise,   and    I    have  every  confidence  that  they  will   eomp  |  * 
their  contracts,  and  make  the  road  within  the  time  and    in   the    manner 
specified. 

Before  leaving  this  subjeel  it  may  be  necessarj  to  give  sum,  inn- 
tion  in  relation  to  a  certain  charter,  heretofore  granted  to  a  com  pan 
make  a  road  from   Meredosia  to  Jacksonville.     This  charter  was  pass    1 
in  the  year  183S,  and  a  kind  of  survey  of  the  route  was  mule  some  i.me 
after.      The  amount  of  Stock,  as  granted  by  the  charter,  is   one  hund 
thousand  dollars,  divided    into   shares  of  fifty  dollar!  each.      |>\   a  pn 
sion  of  the  charter  it  is  required  that  at  least  five  dollars  should  be  paid, 
by  the  person  taking  the  stock,  upon  each  share  subscribed;    ind  un 
sm  li  payment  shall  be  made,  the  subscription  is  by  said  charier  invalid. 
It  is  now  ascertained  that  various  subscriptions  for  the  capital  stock  of 

said  company  have  hcen  made  from  time  to  time,  and  that  these  sub- 
scriptions amount,  together,  to  near  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.      1  am  informed  by  many  of  the  perSOUl  who  -uhsrnbed  tor  this 
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stock,  that  no  money  was  really  paid  when  said  stock  was  taken;  or,  if 
any  vat  paid,  the  same  was  immediately  returned  to  the  subscriber,  and, 
in  some  instances,  a  due  bill,  or  note  for  the  amount  substituted  in  its 
place.  If  this  is  a  proper  and  legal  taking  of  stock  under  the  charter, 
ihcn  the  company  may  in  some  measure  be  considered  organized.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  a  perfect  evasion  of  the  law,  then  the  stock  is 
not  taken;  and  no  fights  have  been  acquired  under  the  charter,  and  no 
directors  could  be  legally  chosen,  with  power  to  surrender  said  charter 
under  the  provisions  of  the  fiftieth  section  of  the  law  in  relation  to  in- 
tirnal  improvements. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  all  doubts 
upon  the  subject,  I  have  drawn  up  a  formal  relinquishment  of  said  char- 
ter, in  conformity  as  near  as  possible  with  said  section;  and  procured 
the  same  to  be  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  original  corporators  mention- 
ed in  the  charter;  and  by  the  holders  of  a  large  majority  of  the  stock 
subscribed  for  in  the  manner  before  pointed  out.  This  release  of  said 
charter  is  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  according 
to  law,  before  any  work  is  done  upon  the  line  of  said  road. 

In  conclusion,  1  would  say  that  the  prospects  of  success  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  system  of  internal  improvement  in  this  part  of  the  State 
is  llattering  indeed.  Most  of  our  roads  pass  through  a  dry,  healthy,  and 
fertile  country;  already,  comparatively  speaking,  densely  populated, 
with  a  hardy,  healthy,  industrious,  and  enterprising  class  of  inhabitants; 
furnishing  by  their  labor  all  the  necessaries  of  life  in  a  great  abundance. 
In  addition  to  this,  it  has  been  found,  upon  examination,  that  all  the  ma- 
terials necessary  in  the  construction  of  these  improvements,  (except  the* 
iron)  exist  in  great  abundance,  in  almost  all  instances,  directly  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  works  themselves;  and  that  *he  difficulty,  apprehended  in 
the  first  commencement  of  the  system,  of  procuring  materials  to  carry 
on  the  work,  has  been  found  to  be  unfounded. 

With  much  respect,  sir, 

I  remain  yours.  &c. 

M.  McCONNEL, 
Acting  Commissioner  First  Judicial  Circuit. 


Report  of  J.  M.  Buc/din,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Western  District. 

Jacksonville,  July  9,  1837. 

Murray  McConnel,  Esq. 

Acting  Commissioner  First  Judicial  Circuit: 

Siu:  All  the  surveys  and  examinations  have  been  completed  that  are 
conceived  necessary  to  a  full  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  country 
between  tln>  place  and  Mcrcdosia,  and  of  the  best  location  for  a  route 
for  the  1st  division  of  t|le  Northern  Cross  railroad.  Therefore,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  the  12th  section  of  the  internal  improve- 
ment law,  I  now,  through  you,  lay  before  the  Board  of  Public  Works  a 
report  of  the  facts  that  have  presented  themselves  to  my  personal  obser- 
vation and  researches,  together  with  the  result  of  the  surveys  as  detailed 
by  Mr.  Pollock,  under  whose  immediate  charge  they  have  been  executed. 
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To  his  report  and  to  the  maps  and  profiles  I  refer  you  for  a  particular  de- 
scription of  the  different  lines,  theii  comparative  length,  j 
In  determining  the  line  that  Bhould  I"-  adopted  for  the  location  of  this 

division  of  the  road,  we  must  direct  our  attention  more  particularly  t. 
the  vertical  and  horizontal  position  of  the  different  passes  through  the 
bluffs  of  the  Illinois  river,  as  ihe  transit  of  the  road  from  the  bottom  to 
the  tal)le  lands  above  will  have  a  most  important  effect  opon  the  trac- 
tive power  employed  upon  the  road,  and  will  indeed  he  flu-  measure  of 
the  power  to  be  provided  for  its  whole  extent.  Consequently  it  is  im- 
portant to  adopl  the  line  which  requires  the  least  tractive  power;  or. 
other  words,  the  inclination  which  is  the  shortest,  straightest,  and  most 
gradual.  These  conditions  are  best  fulfil  led  in  the  route  by  Wolf  run. 
the  graduation  being  10  feet  in  the  mile  less  than  by  any  other  route, 
the  length  of  curvature  1  mile  less  and  the  least  radius  of  curvature 
nearly  double. 

In  the  valley  of  Raccoon  creek,  the  least  radius  is  800  feel,  and  high- 
est  gradient  40  feet  to  the  mile.  The  character  of  this  route  is  unfa- 
vorable to  the  permanency  of  the  work,  and  the  frequent  crossings,  and 
the  protection-wall  required,  will  make  the  graduation  of  the  road-bed 
very  expensive.  It  is  two  miles  shorter  than  the  route  by  Wolf  run. 
but  will  exceed  it  in  cost  $54,000.  The  route  by  Daria1  branch,  about 
the  same  length  as  the  preceding,  is  more  favorable,  although  not  much 
less  expensive.  The  length  of  curvature  is  2*  miles  minimum,  radius  ot 
curvature  S00  feet,  and  graduation  40  feet  to  the  mile.  On  all  th 
routes,  materials  for  the  construction  of  the  road  can  be  obtained  ii 
abundance. 

With  a  view  to  economy  and  permanency  of  construction,  and  great- 
est useful  effect  when  in  operation,  the  consideration  of  the  above  men- 
tioned facts  have  determined  me  to  select  the  route  by  Wolf  run  to  effect 
the  ascent  of  the  line  from  the  Illinois  bottom.  Mr.  Pollock  is  therefor. 
now  engaged  in  revising  the  location  of  that  line.  The  distance  will 
probably  be  shortened,  but  no  material  change  can  be  effected.  An- 
nexed will  be  found  an  extract  from  the  estimate  exhibiting  the  compar- 
ative cost  of  the  different  lines. 

Respectfully,  vour  ob't  servant, 

J.  M.  BUCK  1.1  V 

Principal  Engineer  Western  District. 


Woi.f  Kr\. 

Cost  of  graduation  via  Wolf  run  -  -  -        n"-j.:;i> 

Superstructure  and  workmanship,  including  iron  -  1 1  l.s<  v 

Two    miles    of    double    track,  turn-outs,   water 

stations,  &c.  .....  16,790  <*> 


s-j-j:'..s:>2  64 


Add  10  per  cent,   for  contingencies  and  super- 
intendence     ......  IS?  -J'l 


Total  cost **24t;.'2l5  i*l 

Distance.  34.909  miles.     Cost  per  mile, $9,884.  ~ 


Raccoon  Creek. 

Cost  of  graduation  ..... 

Superstructure  and  workmanship,  including  iron 

Two  miles  of  double  track,  turn-outs,  water  stations,  &c. 


Add  10  per  cent,  for  superintendence  and  contingencies 


Total  cost  of  Wolf  run  route 


Distance,  23.04  miles.     Cost  per  mile,  $13,042. 

Davis'  Branch. 

Cost  of  graduation,       - 

Superstructure  and  workmanship,  including  iron 

Two  miles  of  double  track,  turn-outs,  water  stations,  &c. 


Add  10  per  cent,  for  superintendence  and  contingencies 


Total  cost  of  Wolf  run  route 

Difference  in  favor  of  Wolf  run 
Distance,  22.893  miles.     Cost  per  mile,  $12,800. 


$150,259  29 

114.808  69 

16,720  00 

281,787  98 
27,317  35 

309.105  33 
246,215  90 

$64,8S9  43 


$145,499  78 

105  592  75 

16,720  00 

267,S12  53 
25.109  25 

292,921  78 
240,215  90 

46,705  88 


Stvtk  oi  Illinois,  Morgan  County: 

Personally  came  James  Bucklin  before  me,  the  undersigned,  an  acting 
justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  and  made  oath  that  the 
statements  and  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  report,  signed  by  him,  are 
true,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief.  Witness  my 
hand  and  seal,  this  10th  day  of  July,  1837. 

JAMES  DEATON,  J.  P.  [seal.] 


Report  of  M.  A.  Chinn,  Principal  Engineer  vpon  that  pari  of  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad  between  Springjield  and  Jacksonville. 

Jacksonville,  July  10,  1837. 

To  Murray  McConnell,  Esq. 

Commissioner  Board  Public  Works: 

Dear  Sik:  Being  engaged  in  the  surveys  and  location  of  so  much  of 
the  Northern  Croei  railroad  as  lies  between  Jacksonville  and  Springfield* 
and  in  the  capacity  of  chief  engineer  thereof  since  the  29th  day  of  April 
la»»t,  I  am  enabled  to  lay  before  you  the  following  succinct  statement  of 
my  operations. 

From  the  date  above  mentioned  to  the  8th  day  of  May,  the  time  was 
occupied  in  organizing  a  party  and  in  a  reconnoissance  of  the  country 
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through  which  the  K>ad  passes.  The  reconnoissilnce  was  completed  in 
three  days,  ;ind  the  routes  for  examination  fixed  upon,  to  wit:  a  rout«- 
passing  from  the  north  side  of  the  u>wn  of  Jacksonville  running  east, 
crossing  the  south  and  Briar  forks  of  the  Mauvaise-terrc  aieflf  tin*  centre 
line  of  township  15,  following  the  Ridge  prairie  through  to  Springfield; 
Which  is  called  the  southern  route.  From  thence  it  was  intended  that 
we  should  return  upon  a  route  by  way  of  the  Beardstown  bridge  over 
Spring  creek,  and  following  the  prairie  from  thence  north  of  the  Islanu 
grove  and  the  North  fork  of  the  Man  vai>c-terre,  penetrating  that  throve  and 
crossing  it  below  its  junction  with  the  South  fork  and  n>  ar  the  Indian 
creek  bridge  over  the  Mauvaise-terre,  reaching  the  town  of  Jacksonville 
on  the  north  by  the  northern  route. 

These  being  determined  on  as  the  base  of  our  surveys,  on  the  s 
May  wo  commenced  operations  pursuant  to  that  plan,  and  made  rapid 
progress,  making  al!  the  necessary  surveys  (experimental;  and  map 
profile  of  the  same  in  camp,  and  reached  Springfield  on  the  33d  -May. 
Being  detained  there  by  rain,  I  had  sufficient  time  to  examine  minutel) 
the  whole  waters  of  Spring  creek  within  the  range  of  the  northern 
route. 

The  plan  of  crossing  that  stream  ul  the  Beardstown  bridge  was  aban- 
doned, the  channel  being  80  feet  below  the  general  level  of  the  country; 
and  the  line  which  was  projected  to  that  point  was  objectionable  on  ac- 
count of  grades  and  curvature* 

In  fact,  the  only  feasible  crossing  was  found  to  be  about  a  mile  be- 
low die  bridge,  in  a  direction  entirely  out  of  the  proper  range  for  the 
line,  ami  could  only  be  reached  with  grades  of  thirty  teet  per  mile  bj 
tortuous  serpentine  course,  and  in  all  respects  very  inferior  to  the  south- 
ern route.  •  Your  instructions  dated  Jacksonville* 9Qth  May,  ls:'>7.  then 
came  to  hand;  and  in  obedience  to  them,  from  which  the  following  is  ex- 
tracted, 1  pursued  the  Berlin  route,  t«>  wit:  "Commence  on  the  ridge  on 
the  west  side  of  the  creek  west  of  town,  and  about  opposite  the  north 
side  of  the  public  square,  and  from  thence  search  out  and  run  a  line 
upon  the  most  favorable  ground  to  cross  Spring  creek  below  the  forks, 
and  thence  on  the  North  prairie  to  William  Sample's  in  this  county* oi 

thereabouts.  But  jf  you  should  find  upon  examination  that  Spring 
creek  cannot  be  crossed  at  that  point,  and  preserve  the  grade  of  30 
to  the  mile,  or  if  i*.  cannot  be  crossed  without  stationary  power  to  In 
used  upon  an  inclined  plane, except  by  heavy  cuts  and  high  embank- 
ments, greater  than  necessary  upon  the  .Mam aise-terre, cast  of  this  place, 
then  abandon  the  line  altogether,  and  go  back  to  the  starting  point  ■ 
of  (<>wn,  and  from  thence  search  out  and  survey  a  line  m  the  directioa 
of  Berlin,  leaving  that  town  n  short  distance  to  the  e  -nth,  and  i 

Spring  creek    west  and    north  oi    that    place,  (in   the    best    place)  with   I 

view  of  running  down  on  the  north  side  of  the  North  fork  of  the  Mauvt 
tcrrc.     Perhaps  you  can  come  up  Little  Prairie  creek  from  the  north  end 

of  the  Island  grove;  and  really  1  have  little  doubt    but  that  i  tier 

route  than  to  attempt  to  cross  Spring  creek  below  ii 

In  compliance  with  the  above  instructions  we  completed  the  Berlin 
route,  reaching  Jacksonville  u  ith  surveys  on  the  9th  June,  and  on  the  llth 
of  June  we  (aid  before  yon  the  profiles  and  maps  of  nil  ih<  surveys,  which. 
together  with  such  explanations  of  the  maps  and  profile  -  and  verbal  de- 
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scriptionof  the  lines,  and  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  enabled  you 
at  once  to  select  a  route  for  location,  and  give  instructions  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  location  forthwith,  to  be  ready  for  contract  by  the  10th 
July  inst.  And  on  the  13th  June,  the  party  was  ordered  into  the  field 
with  such  additional  force  as  was  deemed  sufficient  to  effect  the  surveys, 
drawings,  &c. 

The  southern  route  was  selected  and  a  centre  line  run,  beginning  at 
stake  5G5  of  Mr.  Bucklin's  line,  being  on  Main  street  in  Jacksonville;  and 
pursuing  generally  the  line  of  the  southern  route,  with  such  changes 
as  were  found  advisable,  we  reached  Springfield  June  26th,  being  only 
thirteen  days  out  in  locating  33.15  miles,  the  distance  from  Spring- 
field to  Jacksonville.  We  returned  to  Jacksonville  on  che  27th;  from 
which  date  such  of  the  party  as  was  deemed  to  be  necessary  were  re- 
tained in  the  service,  to  wit:  John  Woods,  James  B.  Thomas,  Robert  H. 
Chinn,  John  W.  lledcnberg,  Charles  Hardin,  and  B.  F.  Orear,  all  of  whom 
have  assiduously  performed  the  various  duties  of  drawing  and  calcula- 
tions as  I  prescribed;  and  for  further  and  more  definite  information  con- 
cerning the  lines  and  surveys,  and  estimates,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
profiles  and  estimates,  &c.  &c.  to  wit: 

Profile  with  tables  over  each  section,  exhibiting  an  approximate  esti- 
mate of  the  grading  and  masonry  and  cost  thereof — the  excavation  and 
embankments  both  estimated  to  a  side  slope  of  14  base  to  1  perpendicu- 
lar— and  profiles  of  the  experimental  surveys  without  such  tables.  Also, 
a  table  containing  the  rate  allowed  in  the  estimates  for  removing  earth. 

A  table  of  the  grades  per  mile  on  the  location,  and  one  for  each  of  the 
experimental  surveys.  Also,  drawings  of  three  plans  exhibited  for  su- 
perstructure, with  estimates  of  the  cost  per  mile  attached  to  each.  Also, 
a  sectional  map,  showing  the  line  of  location  and  the  experimental 
survey. 

All  the  estimates  necessary  to  a  letting  are  contained  in  the  foregoing; 
and  my  belief  is  that  a  revision  of  the  location  will  lead  to  changes, 
such  as  straightening  the  grades  and  curves,  and  the  line  generally,  with- 
out [changing]  the  nature  of  the  work  to  be  performed,  but  may  ma- 
terially lesson  the  cost  of  graduation  on  some  of  the  sections. 

The  profiles  and  estimates,  field-books  and  all  the  necessary  papers 
and  a  more  detailed  report  will  be  ready  for  you  in  the  course  of  this 
week. 

It  will  be  observed,  by  reference  to  the  maps  and  profiles,  that  the 
length  of  the  located  line  is  very  nearlv  the  same  as  that  of  the  southern 
route  ol   experimental  survey. 

Tin-  location,  measuring  from  Main  street  in  Jacksonville  to  the  public 
square  in  Springfield,  is  33  miles  7G0  feet;  and,  by  experimental  survey 
irom  Main  street,  in  Jacksonville,  to  a  point  south  of  the  town  ofSpring- 
fieldj  about  a  lull  mile  from  the  termination  in  the  square,  is  32  miles  and 
2,500  feet;  the  Berlin  route, measuring  from  a  point  about  a  half  mile  from 
the  wisi  side  of  the  square  in  Springfield  to  a  point  one  mile  from  the 
termination  in  Jacksonville.,  making  the  whole  distance  about  33  miles 
l.'JMi  feet,  something  longer  than  the  location  adopted.  It  however 
would  have  been  shortened  somewhat  upon  a  location  on  that  route,  but 
not  to  any  advantageous  extent.  The  increased  cost  of  grubbing  and 
clearing  on  that  route,  I  am  confident,   would  more  than  counterbalance 
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the  advantages  of  the  proximity  of  timher  to  he  used  on  the  road.  Good 
timber  is  scarce  on  Spring  creek,  and  the  main  r«  han<  e  upon  the  neigh- 
boring groves  must  he  placed  upon  Lick  creek. 

In  referring  to  the  plans  of  snper-tructurc,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
aggregate  cost  of  superstructure  upon 

Plan  No.  1  is   -       x22  1,705  1)7*  Per  mile,       -       $6,790  50 

No.  2      -        211,256  33  do,  -  373  74 

No.  3       -         237,178  91  do.  -         7.155  o-j 

The  aggregate  cost  of  graduation         -  -7s,960  78 

Add  10  per  cent,  contingents     -  -  7,896  07 

$86,856  85 

Average  per  mile  upon  the  graduation  of  the  location  line,  $2.0"JO  11. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  A.  pHINN. 

Statk  of  Illinois,  Morgan  Count)/: 

Personally  came  M.  A.  Chinn  before  me,  the  undersigned,  an  acting 
justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  and  made  oath  that  the 
facts  and  statements  in  this,  his  report,  as  engineer,  signed  hv  him.  art 
true  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief.  Witness  m\ 
hand  and  seal,  this  10th  of  Julv,  1837. 

JAMES  DEATON,  J.  P.  [sum..] 


Repu\rt  of  Mr.  Pollock,  Jlssistunt  Engineer   First   Division. 

Jacksonville  July  9,  1837. 
To  J.'M.  Bucklin,  Esq. 

Chief  Engineer  oj  the    Western    District: 
Sik:   The  examination  of  the  country    between  Jacksonville   ami  .Me- 
redosia,  with  a  view  of  selecting  the    best  route  for  a  railroad  bete 
the  two  places,  was  commenced  at  the  latter  place,  on  the  21th  of  Bfaj  • 
On  the  29th,  agreeably  with  your  instructions,  I  joined  the  corps  winch 
had  been  previously  Organised;  and  which  bad  advanced   in   U:<   i  \ 
nations  so  far  as  to  extend  an  experimental  line  from   Meredosis 
point  in  the  Illinois  bottom,  near  the  Mull's  at  Wolf  run.      From  a  point 
in  this  line  near  Mr.  Lusk'fl  bOttSS)  about    two    mile-    from   Meredosia,  ] 

commenced  a  line  which  I  ran  up  the  valley  of  Raccoon  run  to  station 
213,  near  ten    miles    from  Meredosia*      At  tin-    point    the   valley  turns 
short  to    the    south;   but  the  line  was  con'inucd  eastw  ardly  up  a  :..\nu 
which  lay  in  a  lavorable  direction,  pasting  near  Mr.  llvan>'.      This  - 

wf§3  coiuinucd  aCrccs  Lick  branch  to  station  310,  which  would  : 
mon  to  a  route  crossing  l/.ek  branch  higher  up.  The  deep  cutting 

WOUld  OCCUr  near  Mr.  Kvan-'  at  the  head  o(  the  ravine  mentioned,  and 

the  difficulty  of  crossing  Lick  branch  withoutgreal  expense,  induosd  me 

to  return  to  the  valley  of  Raccoon  run.  and  continue  the   line   about  l 
mile  further  up  it,  to  where  a  tributary  presented  a  moi  lie  unite 

for  ascending  to  the  table  land.     The  cutting  at  tin-  head  of  the  ravine 
was  light  compared   to  the  other  route,  and  the  crossing  oi  lack  branch 
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much  more  favorable.  This  line  was  continued  on  the  ridge  that  di 
Tides  the  waters  of  Lick  branch  and  Indian  creek  from  those  of  the 
Mauvai-c-terre,  passing  by  Mr.  Dewey's,  and  crossing  the  latter  stream 
at  the  road  opposite  Mr.  Janet's,  and  from  thence  nearly  direct  to 
Jacksonville.  The  formation  of  the  banks  of  the  Mauvaise-terre  upon 
this  route  are  unfavorable  for  crossing  it) particularly  the  west  bank,  on 
account  of  its  rapid  descent  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  stream, 
and  the  lowness  of  the  bank  at  its  nearest  approach.  From  Meredosia 
to  Jacksonville,  on  this  route,  there  are  no  material  obstacles  except  those 
I  have  mentioned.  The  valley  of  Raccoon  run  ascends  gradually,  and 
the  grade  will  be  moderate,  except  in  ascending  to  the  table  land,  where 
a  grade  of  forty  feet  per  mile  will  be  necessary.  The  curves  throughout 
the  valley  are  numerous,  and  in  several  instances  the  radius  of  curva- 
ture will  be  short.  It  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  plane  of  the  road 
several  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  valley  on  account  of  freshets  which 
overflow  the  banks  of  the  stream  to  the  depth  of  three  feet. 

At  a  point  in  the  above  line,  about  one  mile  west  of  Jacksonville,  I 
commenced  a  line  in  the  direction  of  Meredosia  by  the  way  of  Wolf 
run,  which  was^continued  to  the  Mauvaise-terre  where  the  Meredosia 
road  crosses  it,  without  meeting  with  any  serious  obstructions.  To 
cross  at  this  point  was  found  to  be  very  expensive,  on  account  of  the 
heavy  excavation  that  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  ascend  on  the 
west  side,  the  head  of  the  ravine  up  which  the  line  ascends  being  at  the 
height  of  the  table  land  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile.  Thence 
the  line  was  continued  to  the  head  of  Wolf  run,  and  down  the  valley  of 
that  stream,  terminating  at  the  end  of  the  experimental  line  first  run 
from  Meredosia.  Upon  this  route  there  are  no  serious  obstiuctions  after 
passing  the  Mauvaise-terre.  The  valley  of  Wolf  run  is  remarkably 
straight,  and  its  inclination  is  nearly  the  same  throughout.  It  will  not 
require  a  grade  exceeding  thirty  feet  per  mile,  and  the  radius  of  curva- 
ture will  not  be  shorter  than  1,700  feet,  except  for  a  short  distance  at  the 
head,  where  it  would  be  reduced  to  1,400  feet.  It  will  be  necessary 
here,  a-  well  as  in  the  valley  of  Raccoon  run,  to  elevate  the  road  a  little 
above  the  general  surface  of  the  valley  in  order  to  be  secure  from 
freshets.  This  valley,  however,  is  less  subject  to  be  overflowed  than 
that  ol  Raccoon  run,  from  the  fact  that  it  diains  a  much  less  extent  of 
count iv,  and  because  it  is  nearly  a  regular  inclined  plane  throughout  its 
whole  length,  which  gives  the  current  more  velocity. 

The  next  examination  which  I  made  was  the  valley  of  Eagle  run, 
commencing  at  a  point  opposite  the  mouth  in  the  line  before  mentioned 
as  being  ru  i  from  Meredosia.  This  line  was  extended  the  whole  length 
of  the  valley  of  Eagle  run,  and  some  distance  beyond,  to  a  point  about 
half  a  mile  short  «>|  Bethel,  and  teiminated.  I  found  the  valley  of  this 
stream  to  be  much  shorter  thau  either  of  the  others,  and,  in  order  to  as- 
cend lo  the  table  land,  a  grade  of  sixty  feet  per  mile  would  be  necessa- 
ry. My  attention  was  next  directed  to  the  examination  of  Davis'  branch. 
The  line  up  the  valley  oi  this  stream  was  commenced  at  a  point  oppo- 
site iis  month,  in  the  Bamc  manner  as  the  line  up  Eagle  run,  and  con- 
tinued throughout  tin-  valley,  terminating  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the 
line  up  Eagle  run.  The  character  of  this  stream  is  quite  different  from 
all  the  others  for  the   first  two  miles,   it   being  broken    and  undulating. 
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The  bed  of  the  stream  lor  that  distance  would  average  eight  or  nine 
feet  below  the  general  sin  !•<<  <>|  the  vallev.  Above  that,  the  undula- 
tions are  less  until  approaching  near  the  head  of  the  valley,  where  it 
comes  narrow  and  crooked,  ami  where  tin-  reditu  of  curvature  would 
have  to  be  reduced  to  near  the  minimum.  Moreover,  a  deep  cut  of 
twenty-eight  feet  would  be  necessary  for  a  considerable  distance  at  the 
head  of  the  valley,  in  order  to  ascend  at  the  maximum  grade 

The  unfavorable  features  presented  by  this  route,  the  route  via  Eagle 
run,  and  that  via  the  upper  crossing  of  the  Mauvaise-terre,  were  such  as 
to  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  choice  of  routes  would  lie  between  Rac- 
COOO  rim  and  Wolf  run;  that  is  to  Bay,  that  one  or  the  other  of  tin  ie  hi  0 
routes  would  be  chosen,  and  that  the  route  Irom  Jacksonville  to  the 
Mauvaise-terre  would  be  the  same  in  both  cases,  crossing  said  stream 
about  a  mile  still  lower  down,  whore  a  favorable  point  Was  discovered 
whilst  crossing  at  the  Mcredosia  road.  Having  arrived  at  this  conclu- 
sion, I  proceeded  to  make  a  more  minute  examination  of  the  lower  point 
mentioned  on  the  Mauvaiseterre,  and  to  connect  it  with  our  former  line 
at  suitable  points  by  running  a  line  each  way.  The  valley  at  this  cros- 
sing is  800  feet  wide,  being  200  feet  narrower  than  eithei  of  the  other 
crossings,  and  will  require  little  or  no  cutting  at  the  heads  ot  the  ravines 
which  lead  to  the  table  land,  provided  the  maximum  grade  be  adopted. 

The  distance  from  Jacksonville  toMercdosia,  by  this  route. is  '21  miles 
and  47  chains;  and  the  cost  of  graduation  and  masonry,  x92,304.  The 
distance  via  Raccoon  run  is  23  milts  ami  2  chains,  and  cost  of  gradua- 
tion and  masonry,  $150,259.  Via  Davis'  branch,  the  distance  is  22 
miles  and  IT  chains,  arid  cost  of  graduation  and  masonry,  sM5.-l!>0. 
Via  Raccoon,  upper  crossiigof  Mauvaise-terre,  and  lower  crossing  of 
Lick  branch,  the  distance  is  21  miles  and  36  chains,  and  cost  of  gradua- 
tion and  masonry,  $161,243.  Via  Raccoon  run.  upper  crossing  of  Mau- 
vaise-terre and  upper  crossing  of  Lick  branch,  the  distance  i-  22  mile? 
and  20  chains,  and  cost  of  graduation  ami  masonry,  £15  1,'.»ni. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

\\  M.  POLLOCK. 
Assistant  Engineer  First  Division  \urthrm  Cross  RchkI. 


By  the  foregoing  reports  it  will  he  seen  that  Mr.  Rucklm  and  Mr. 
Pollock  located  the  ro.ui  between  the  Illinois  river  and  Jacksonville,  and 
that  the  route  located  W88  found  to  be  far  the  most  useful,  and  to  be 
$64,889  43  cheaper  than  the  Coon  run  route,  and  S  16.705  s^  cheaper 
than  the  Davis'  branch  route.  This  it  port  was  DQ  ide  under  oath,  both 
by  Rueklin  and  Pollock. 

It  will  also  appear  by  Mr.  Chinn's  report,  al<o  made  under  oath,  that 
the  location  was  first  made  on  the  north  side  of  Jacksonville,  being  three 
days  after  the  8th  of  May,  1837,  to  wit,  en  the  11th  ol  May. 

It  appears  from  this  report  that    Mr.  Rucklm   had    made  a  location  at 

Jacksonville  before  the  13th  o^ June,  for  Mr.  China  saya  that,  on  that 

day.  he  commenced  Ins  last  line  at   station  565  oi  Mr.  Bucklin'i  line,  on 

Main  street,    in    Jacksonville.       Of  course    Mr.  Rucklin's    location  was 
made  the  week  before  that  date. 
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It  is  clear,  from  this  report,  that  the  first  line  run  from  Jacksonville 
towards  Springfield  commenced  on  the  north  side  of  Jacksonville,  on 
the  11th  of  May  1S37;  and  that  the  second  line  run,  commencing  at 
Springfield,  terminated  at  the  same  place  on  the  north  side  of  Jackson- 
ville, on  the  9th  of  J  une.  This,  the  final  location,  was  made,  and,  on  the 
13th  of  June,  the  engineers  commenced  at  this  same  location  to  lay  out 
the  work  for  contract  eastward;  previous  to  which  time,  Mr.  Bucklin 
had  made  a  location,  and  already  laid  out  the  work  for  contract  west- 
ward from  Jacksonville. 

All  those  reports,  and  the  facts  therein  stated,  are  submitted  to  this 
committee  as  evidence  in  this  investigation. 

M.  McCONNEL. 


A. 

Engineers'  Office, 

Jacksonville,  July  26,  1838. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  instruc- 
tions, of  the  16th  June,  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  relative  to  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad, 
arrangements  were  made  to  carry  the  order  and  your  instructions  into 
effect.  Messrs.  Murray  and  Wilkinson  executed  all  the  surveys  with 
great  care  and  ability.  Their  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  exam- 
ination of  a  route  direct  to  Naples,  from  a  point  where  the  line  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad  arrives  into  the  immediate  valley  of  the  Illinois 
river  and  takes  a  northwest  direction  to  Meredosia.  In  the  execution 
of  their  experimental  line,  it  was  found  that,  at  the  distance  of  about 
2,000  feet,  it  intersected  the  route  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  rail- 
road, with  which  route  it  was  continued  in  a  parallel  direction  to  the 
town  "of  Naples,  and  terminated  at  the  same  point  on  the  bank  of  the 
Illinois  river,  in  Water  street.  The  length  of  this  line  is  3  miles  4,560 
feet,  and  the  estimate  of  the  probable  cost,  $36,543. 

Upon  an  inspection  of  the  ground  between  Naples  and  the  line  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad,  it  then  became  evident  that  a  shorter  and  more 
favorable  route  presented  itself  by  taking  the  branch  out  of  the  main 
road  on  the  wc-t  side  of  Dixon's  lake.  A  line  was  accordingly  run  in 
the  direction  of  Naples,  from  Dixon's  lake  (marked  route  No.  2,  on  the 
map)  which  intersected,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile,  a  half-section 
line  running  east  and  west.  This  line  was  pursued  to  Naples,  occupy- 
ing a  travelled  road,  and  entering  the  town  through  a  street  running 
east  and  west,  and  terminated  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  about  300  feet 
south  of  the  northern  corporation  line  of  said  town. 

Upon  this  route,  I  believe  no  damages  whatever,  for  right  of  way,  can 
properly  accrue,  as  it  intersects  no  town  lots,  and  passes  through  no  en- 
closed grounds.  The  length  of  this  route  is  2  miles  and  3,740  feet,  and 
the  estimate  of  the  probable  cost,  ,$18,294.  Upon  a  comparison  of  the 
two  routes,  it  appears  that  the  last  routejexamined  is  $18,294,  or  one- 
half  cheaper,  and  can  be  kept  in  repair  at  much  less  cost,  as  it  is  one 
mile  and  800  feet  shorter,  and  the  crossings  of  Wolf  run  and  Dixon's  lake 
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are  avoided.  In  view  of  these  facts,  and  the  advantage  of  the  hranch 
being  as  short  as  possible,  as  it  must  be  kept  in  perpetual  repair  by  the 
State,  it  seems  to  be  evident  that  the  interest  of  the  State  demands 
that  not  only  the  cheapest  route,  hut.  a.-  equally  important,  that  the  short- 
est, and  the  one  that  occupies  the  best  ground,  Bhould  be  selected.  1 
have,  consequently,  no  room  for  hesitation  in  deciding  upon  the  shortest 
route,  as  one  "that  best  comports  with  the  interest  of  the  State."  In 
compliance  with  your  request,  I  will  here  state  that  the  distance  to  N  •■■ 
pies  from  Jacksonville  will  be  800  feet  farther  by  the  last  route  examined 
than  by  the  other  route. 

I  have  thus  laid  before  you  all  the  facts  and  deductions  from  them  that 
I  conceive  have  any  bearing  upon,  or  are  necessary  to  a  perfect  under- 
standing of  the  subject.  How  far  "the  accommodation  of  the  Naples 
and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company"  is  to  be  consulted  in  the  location  of 
the  branch,  I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  decide;  and  with  regard  to  the 
rights  of  this  company,  to  which  you  have  called  my  attention  in  your 
letter  of  instructions.  I  not  only  do  not  think  myself  competent  to  take 
them  into  consideration,  but  1  conceive  it  entirely  foreign  to  my  duty,  as 
engineer,  to  do  so.  This  duty,  as  I  understand  it,  is  confined  exclusively 
to  the  location  and  construction  of  roads,  with  reference  to  the  adapta- 
tion of  the  features  of  the  country  to  them,  the  economical  arrangement 
of  the  grades  and  curvatures,  the  motive-pow.  i .  ^  . 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN. 
To  Murray  McConnel, 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Puhlic  }\'orks. 


Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern    Cross 
railroad,  via  the  route  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  railroad. 

First  Skction. 

8,759  cubic  yards  embankment,  (from  stake    1   to  30)  at 

20  cents $1,751    SO 

8,995  cubicy'dsembankment,(fromstake30to50)at  I3ets.     3,>67   v> 

Bridge   across   Wolf  run. 

Foundation  .... 

90  perch  of  stone,  at  $6 

Bridge  across  slough 

Total  cost  of  the  first  section 


S'JOO 

540 

7i<)  00 
945  00 

7,304  65 

60 

Second  Section. 

7,037  yards  embankment,  (from  stake  50  to  70) 

at  35  cents        -  -  -  $2,462  95 

C,5v2G  yards  embankment,  (from  stake  70  to  102) 

at  17  cents  -  -  -  1,109  42 

1,979  yards  embankment,(from  stake  70  to  102) 

at  17  cents         -  -  -  33G  43 

Bridge  across  plough      ...  945  00 

2  culverts,  100  perch,  at  $8     -  -  800  00 

5,653  80 

800  perches  stone  on  each  section  to  secure  banks,  at  $4  3,200  00 


Superstructure. 
3.86  miles,  at  $3,224,  including  cost  of 

materials  and  laying  -         $12,444  64 

90  tons  iron,  at  $60     -  - '  -  5,400  00 

One  turn-out        -  -  -  -  800  00 


$16,158  45 


18,644  64 


34,803  09 
Add  live  per  cent,  for  contingencies        -  -  1,740  15 

Total  cost $36,543  24 

Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the   Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross 

railroad,  route  No.  2,  commencing  west  of  slough. 
13,657  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  17  cents  -  $2,321  69 

10,289  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  20  cents  -  2,057  80 

Superstructure. 
One  turn-out         -  $800  00 

2.708  miles,  at  $3,224,  cost  of  materials 

and  laying  -  -  8,730  59 

59i  tons  iron,  at  $60  -  -     ,        3,570  00 


13,100  59 


$17,480  08 
Add  live  per  cent,  for  contingencies         -  -  874  00 

Total  cost  .....  "    IS.354  08 


Z. 

Jacksonville,  July  30,  1838. 

Sir:    Your  report  in  relation  to  the  Northern    Cross  railroad  is  now 

before  me.     It  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  to  find  so  great  a  difference 

in  the  cost  of  construction  between  the  two  routes.      I    have   no  doubt 

but  the  first  route  mentioned  can,  and  will  be,  made  for  a  less  sum  than 


01 


your  estimate.  I  have  thoroughly  examined  all  the  questions  in  relation 
to  this  branch,  and  am  constrained  to  advise  the  adoption  of  the  first  line 
mentioned,  and,  by  you,  reported  to  be  the  BBOfll  costly,  for  (fee  following 
reasons:  First,  the  ri^ht  of  way  upon  route  No.  "2,  which  you  suppose 
would  cost  nothing,  has  been  ■wowed  by  men,  under  oath,  and  they 
have  reported  to  me  the  sum  of  Jive  thousand  dollars.  Second,  the  right 
of  way  upon  the  old  route  has  been  don;. ted  to  the  Slate  for  nothing. 
Third,  no  lot  for  a  depot  can  be  had  lor  less  than  two  thousand  dollars. 
Fourth,  ■  depot  hai  been  grantee*  to  the  State-  upon  the  old  route  with- 
out cost.  Fifth,  1  have  written  notice  from  the  Naples  Railroad  Com- 
pany, that  they  have  done  a  large  amount  of  work  upon  the  old  route, 
to  the  value  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  or  thereabouts,  and,  il  the  State 
makes  the  road,  said  company  will,  by  their  charter,  be  entitled  to  full 
compensation  for  said  work. 

This  company  has  further  notified  me  that  certain  individuals  com- 
posing that  company  own  a  large  amount  of  land  and  lanns  upon  the 
line  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  over  which  the  State  has  never  yet 
acquired  the  right  of  way.  I  have  fully  examined  this  part  ol  the  ques- 
tion, and  am  satisfied  that  it  would  be  safe  to  estimate  the  cost  of  procur- 
iog  those  rights  to  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  It  the 
old  route  is  adopted,  and  tiie  road  made  upon  the  shortest  route  tnun 
Jacksonville  to  Naples,  all  those  rights  will  be  surrendered  for  nothin  . 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  from  an  inspection  oi  the  charter  of  the  Naples 
and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company,  and  from  a  full  investigation  ol 
law  arising  upon  that  Subject,  that  the  right  to  construct  a  railroad   from 

the  Illinois  river  to  Jacksonville,  in  Morgan  county,  has  been  granted 

away  by  the  State  to  said  company;    and  that  the  making  of  the  Si 

railroad  from  Meredosia  to  Jacksonville  is  an  infringement  ot  tho  rights 
of  that  company,  ami  could  be  enjoined  ait  any  tune;  yet  this  company 

have  notified  me  that,  apon  the  condition  that  said  branch  is  made  upon 
the  old  route,  and  the  company  paid   for   the    work  alreadj    done,  | 
company  will  surrender  said  charter,  and  all    rights  under  it.      This  sur- 
render,! consider  may  be  set  down  as  of  greater  value    than    the  whole 
cost  of  the  branch.      This  is  one  of  the  chart<  r>  that  the  law  did  not  dire<  i 
the  Hoard  of  Public  Works  to  procure  a  relinquishment  of;  but.  in  ell 
directed  the  Hoard  to  proceed  to  construct  the  roads,  regardless  of  their 
right-. 
The  following  is  the  n-suit  ofmj  investigation  as  to  the  difference  b  • 

tween  adopting  the  old  or  new  route: 

Adopt  the  new  route,  and  pay  lor  the  right  of  way  $5,000  00 

Pay  for  a  depot  upon  the  nca  route      -  -  -  (0  00 

I'ay  for  the  work  done  upon  the  old  route,  and  lose  it  I 

l*ay  for  right  of  way  for  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  9,85  I  00 

9  s850  «M> 
From  tin-  sail  deduct  the  eost  Of  the  new  route  over  and 
above    the  C0Sl  of  the  old  route,  in ade  bv  the  com- 
pany        -  -  -  -  -  IVJ'l        I 

«  — — — — ^^— 

Leaving,  in  favor  of  the  old  route         -  -  -  7,55 
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In  addition  to  this,  is  the  fact  that  the  old  route  is  the  best  route  to 
Naples,  and  I))'  adopting  it  the  State  can  be  rendered  free  from  all  embar- 
PM iim  nt  hereafter  in  relation  to  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  railroad 
charter,  which  I  conceive  to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance. 

Taking  all  those  matters  into  consideration,  I  respectfully  suggest  to 
you,  whether  it  would  not  be  prudent,  and  altogether  advisable,  to  adopt 
the  old  route,  rather  than  the  route  No.  2,  mentioned  in  your  report. 
It  u  advisable  to  have  this  work  staked  out  ready  for  contract  immedi- 
ately, and,  at  the  same  time,  estimate  the  value  of  work  done,  and  mate- 
rials furnished,  by  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company,  upon 
the  old  route. 

With  much  respect,  sir, 

I  remain  yours,  &,c. 

M.  McCONNEL, 
Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
James  M.  Bucklin,  Esq., 

Principal  Engineer,  Western  District  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 


Y. 

Engineer's  Office, 

Jacksonville,  July  10,  1838. 
Sir:  In  my  report  to  you  on  the  26th  instant,  1  endeavored  to  lay  be- 
fore you  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  character  of  the  two  routes  ex- 
amined for  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  the  com- 
parative length,  cost,  &c,  without  reference  to  the  claims  or  right  of  the 
Naples  &,  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company.'  Of  the  facts  communicated 
in  your  reply,  I  could  know  nothing,  nor  am  I  a  proper  judge  of  their 
bearing,  of  their  legal  force  and  value.  I  am  not  competent  to  take 
them  in  consideration,  and  so  I  have  before  remarked.  It  is  not  my  pro- 
vince to  do  so.  1  am  awaiting  your  decision  as  to  which  of  the  two 
routes  1  shall  definitely  locate  and  prepare  for  contract,  and  an  order 
respecting  the  work  already  done  upon  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville 
railroad. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN, 
Principal  Engineer  Western  District. 

M.  McCoNNELL, 

Commissioner  Board  of  Public  Works. 


Jacksonville,  July  10,  1838. 
Sib:  Yours  of  this  date,  in  relation  to  the  Naples  branch,  was  this  mo- 
ment handed  to  inc.  1  thought  that  my  last  communication  to  you  upon 
that  subject  was  sufficient,  but  it  seems  you  have  not  deemed  it  so. 
Do  you  wish  a  positive  command  from  me  to  locate  said  branch  upon 
the  old  line?  1  did  not  deem  that  actually  necessary,  but  I  suppose  the 
facts  and  circumstances  disclosed  to  you  ,in  my  last  communication 
would  be  sufficient  to  enable  any  one  to  determine  in  favor  of  the  old 
line  at  the  first  glance;  but  it  seems  you  could  not  take  the  responsibility 
of  doing  so. 
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I  am  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  country  over  which  this  branch 
is  to  pass,  and  I  hive  lull}'  examined  your  report, aod  I  an  now  satisfied 

that  the  bridge  you  mention  serosa  Wolf  run,  at  a  cost  of  ,s7  10,  is  to- 
tally unnecessary,  ;is  said  run,  at  a  trilling  cost,  may  be  turned  totally 
away  I  nun  fcbc  work. 

Again,  one  of  the  bridges  you  mention  as  being  nec<  Mary  across  the 
slough  upon  section  1,  at  the  cost  of  £945,  is  altogether  unnecessary. 
Again,  you  report  eight  hundred  perches  of  stone  work  as  necessary  to 
protect  the  embankment,  at  a  cost  of  $3,900)  now,  ig  you  have  i  >tim- 
ated  no  such  item  on  the  main  line,  which  crosses  precisely  the  sime 
character  of  country  as  this  branch,  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
expense  is  not  necessary. 

\_r  tin,  you  estimate  some  of  the  embankment  upon  both  sections,  at 
35  to  43  cents  per  cubic  yard.  Although  not  a  professional  engineer,  I 
am  satisfied  that  this  is  too  high  an  estimate. 

For  those  reasons  and  for  others  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  to  you 
upon  this  subject,  if  you  deem  it  necessary  that  you  should  receive  from 
me  a  positive  order  to  locate  this  branch  upon  the  old  line,  then  take 
this  as  such  order;  and  if  the  words  used  are  not  strong  enough  to  amount 
to  such  order,  in  your  estimation,  then  consider  their  places  supplied  by 
any  other  words  that  would  be  sufficiently  mandatory  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose, and  wait  no  longer  for  orders. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  this   work   should   proceed   speedily,  and  be 
shortly  prepared  for  contract,  &c.  as  directed  in  my  first  order  to  yu. 
You  will,  therefore,  immediately  give  the   necessary  orders  to  the  el 
tant  engineers  to  have  the  same  done. 

Yours,  &c. 

M.  McCONNEI.. 
Commissioner  Board  Public  Works. 
Mr.  Bucklin. 


Naplks,  111.,  July  '20,  ISK 
Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  having  been  selected  and  sworn  a-  ap- 
praisers to  assess  the  damages  upon  the  lines  run  l>y  the  i  i,  with 
a  view  ol"  locating  the  N'apies  branch  of  the  Northern  Croat  rail- 
road, do  hereby  certify  (hat  we  have  duly  examined  the  line  first  run 
by  John  Yon  llorn,  and  believe  the  damage  that  will  be  done  to  the 
land,  over  and  above  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  th<-  road  passing 
over,  sajd  land,  to  be  (seven  thousand  dollars)  s?,000.     Owing  to  the  fact 

that  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  the  names  o\  the  different 
owners,    we  are  unaMe  now    to   make    a  detailed  report    of  the    name> 
of  the  owners  and  the  damage  of  each:  but  if  that  line  shall  [be]  sel 
we  will  ascertain  the  names  of  the  owners,  and  make  a  detailed  I 
hereafter. 

JOSEPH  CODDING  rON, 
CHARLES  KENNE1 . 

OKI.  Who  KELLOGG. 

To  M.  McConnei ., 

Comtnissioncr  Hoard  of'  Public  Works. 
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Naples.  III.,  July  26,  1838. 
Sir:  Wo,  the  undersigned,  having  been  selected  and  sworn,  us  ap- 
praisers to  assess  the  damages  upon  the  lines  run  by  the  engineers,  with 
a  view  of  locating  the  Maples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  do 
hereby  certify  that  vvc  have  duly  examined  the  line  last  run  by  Francis 
(',.  Murray,  and  believe  the  damage  that  will  be  done  to  the  land  ever 
whieh  the  same  passes,  over  and  above  the  advantages  to  be  derived  to 
the  owners  of  said  land  by  the  construction  of  said  road  over  the  same, 
to  be  live  thousand  dollars,  (.§5,000.)  But  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
not  as  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  different  owners  of 
each  of  the  different  tracts,  we  are  unable  now  to  mak6  a  detailed  report 
of  the  names  of  owners  and  the  damage  to  each;  but  if  that  line  should 
be  selected,  we  will  ascertain  the  names  of  the  owners,  and  make  a  de- 
tailed report  hereafter. 

JOSEPH  CODDINGTON, 
CHARLES  KENNEY, 
ORLANDO  KELLOGG. 

To  M.  McCoNNEL, 

Commissioner  Board  of  Public  Works. 


Estimate  of  the  two  lines  run  for  the  Naples  branch,  made  bv  the  engi- 
neer ^Vlr.  Murray)  who  made  the  survey  made  at  the  request  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  first  circuit. 

Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Cross  railroad, 
(as  at  present  locat'd,)  via  the  route  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville 
railroad. 

Section  No.  1. 

8,759  cubic  yards  embankment,  from   1    to  30,  at  20  cts. 
8,995  cubic  yards  do.  from  30  to  50,  at  30  cts. 

Superstructure. 

Bridge  across  slough,  45  lineal  feet,  at  $12 

One  cross  drain,  16  perch,  at  $6 

Abutments  for  bridge,  56  perches  masonry,  at  $6 

Taking  Wolf  run  south  of  line,  400  cubic  y'dsexcavat'n,  at  17  cts. 

Total  cost  of  section  No.  1 

Section  No.  2. 

13.563  cubic  y'ds  embankment,  at  17  cts. 

1,979  cubic  yMs  excavation,  at  17  cts.     ... 

Two  culverts,  31  perch,  at  ,$6     .... 

Total  cost  of  section  No.  2 


$1,751  80 
2,C98  50 

540  00 

06  00 
336  00 

:ts.   68  00 

$5,490  30 

$2,305  71 
336  43 
204  00 

$2,840  14 
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Superstructure. 

3.86  miles,  including  coit  of  materiaia  and  lay- 
ing, at  $3,224  per  mile            ....  $12,111  »i 
90  tons  iron, at  $60         .....  ;,}J( 

1  turn-out           -             -             -             -             -             -  800  00 


Total  cost $18^644  M 

Section  1,  total  cost     -  $5,190  30 

Section  2,       do.  -  -  -  -  '•:.- 16  14 

Supurstru<  ture,  &c.      -  -  -  -  -  1 3,|  H   61 

26,981  (J8 

Add  5  per  cent,  for  contingencies         -  -  -  1,34 


$28,330  13 


N.  B.  in  the  foregoing  estimate  nothing  is  allowed  ior  the  right  ol 

way,  or  for  land  for  depots,  &c  as  all  has  been  donated  free  of  cost. 

Estimate  of  the  probable   cost  of  the  Naples  branch  of  the   Northern  Q 

railroad,  route  No.  2. 

13,657  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  17  cen  s      -             -  .s-J/.VJl 

10,289         do.         excavation,  at  30  cents         -            -  3,08o  7i» 

5,515         do.                do.        double  track,  at  30  cts.  -  1,54! 

Superstructure  for  bridge,  20  lineal  feet,  at  $19              -  t  00 

Abutments  for  bridge,  41  perch,  at  $0  -             -             -  'J  40  00 
Culvert,  16  perch,  at  $(>              .... 

$7,533  v.i 

2.708  miles  superstructure,  at  $3,224                 -             -  8,730  59 

592  tons  iron,  at  $00     -----  :;...70  0U 

One  turn-out                                   -             -             -             -  800  00 


$20,634   Iti 

Add  5  per  cent,  contingcnccs  -  -  -  1.031  72 

Total  cost  of  line  No.  2  ....         $21,666  20 

N.  B.  The  assessments  of  the  right  of  way  is  applicable  to  this  line 
as  made  by  appraisers  under  oath.  No  lot  or  l«nd  is  estimated  lor  a 
depot,  as  none  was  wanted,  said  line  not  being  adopted. 
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Copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works. 

December  8, 1837. 

The  President  of  the  Board  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  Commissioner  of  the  first  judicial  circuit 
Im  authorized  to  cause  a  survey  for  a  lateral  route  from  the  main  line 
of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  at  the  most  eligible  point  on  said  road  to 
the  town  of  Naples,  on  the  Illinois  river;  and  that  a  report  of  said  survey 
be  made  to  the  Boaid  at  its  next  meeting,  and  that  said  report  contain 
all  information  necessary  to  enable  this  Board  to  determine  the  propriety 
of  constructing  a  lateral  way  to  said  town:  Provided,  That  the  point  of 
commencement  upon  said  Northern  Cross  road  shall  not  exceed  five 
miles  from  said  town. 

Central  Office, 

Vandalia,  January  31,  1S39. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  journals  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works. 

WILLIAM  PRENTISS, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

June  6,  1838. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Willard, 
The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted: 
Whereas  the  committee  from  the  town  of  Naples,  in  Morgan  county,  has 
presented  the  application  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  for  a  lateral  branch 
to  said  town  from  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  and  has  made  it  fully  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board,  that  said  lateral  branch  will  not  exceed 
lour  miles  in  length,  over  almost  a  level  plain ;  and  that  said  town  is  an  im- 
portant trading  town  within  the  meaning  of  the  33d  section  of  the  law  in 
relation  to  internal  improvements;  from  all  of  which  facts,  the  Board  is 
satisfied  that  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  State  to  extend  said  branch  to 
the  town:  and  whereas  it  has  been  further  ascertained  that  the  Jackson- 
ville and  Naples  Railroad  Company  has  the  power  by  law  to  make  a 
railroad  from  the  town  of  Naples  to  Jacksonville  through  Wolf  run;  and 
that  the  Northern  Cross  State  railroad  has  been  located  and  is  now 
nearly  completed  over  the  same  ground;  and  that  said  company  has  not 
relinquished  their  right  to  occupy  the  same  ground:  and  whereas  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  the  citizens  of  said  town  will  construct  said  road 
:tt  the  bare  cost  of  the  work  and  materials,  and  that  the  Naples  Railroad 
Company  will  relinquish  all  claim  t<»  the  State  of  Illinois  without  any 
compensation  whatever;    It  is  therefore, 

Ordered,  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  That  the  Commissioner  of 
the  first  judii-iiil  circuit  be  directed  to  cause  the  engineers  to  locate  said 
lateral  branch  in  a  manner  that  shall  host  comport  with  the  interest  of 
the  State,  and  then  proceed  to  advertise  and  put  the  same  under  con- 
tract according  to  law,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  for  out  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Northern  Cross  railroad:  Pro vided  the  same  shall  be 
bid  for  and  taken  as  low  or  lower  than  the  estimates  of  the  State  engi- 
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neers,  to  be  made  before  said  road  it  let  to  contract:  And  provided,  That 
the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company  shall  first  relinquish  al! 
rights  as  aforesaid,  except  that  the  said  company  -lull  first  be  bound  to 
surrender  to  the  State  the  work  already  done  upon  said  road  without  a 
reasonable  compensation. 

Mr.  VVillard  I  aid  before  the  Board  a  communication  from  the  citizens 
of  Shawneetown  relative  to  the  eastern  termination  of  the  Alton  and 
Shawneetown  railroad. 

Ordered,    That   said  communication    be  fded   and  preserved. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  M«.Connel, 

Ordered,  That  the  acting  Commissioner  of  the  third  judicial  ciiouit  be 
authorized  to  prolong  section  No.  I  of  the  Alton  and  Shawneetown  rail- 
road along  the  river  front  of  the  borough  of  Shawneetown,  from  the 
State  lots  at  the  mouth  of  Fourth  South  street  up  to  the  commons  oppo-it< 
First  and  Second  North  streets,  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  present  eon- 
tractor  for  such  section  No.  1,  and  to  be  paid  for  at  the  estimate  of  the  prin- 
pal  engineer,  as  provided  for  in  cases  of  other  extra  jobs,  and  also  pro- 
vided for  under  his  contract. 

Central  Office, 

Vandalia,  Jcnuary  31,  1839. 
1  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  journals  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works. 

WILLIAM  PRKXTISS, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  uf  Public  Works. 


Copy  oj  the  affidavit  of  James  M.  Bucklin,  filed  in  the  circuit  court  ofMor. 
count i/,  in  the  cause  of  the  president  nnd  trustees  (>f  the  town  of  Jacksonville 
against  Murray  JWcConnel.  TkoWkMS  T.  January,  and  James  Dunlap. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County. 

The  president  and  trustees  of  Jacksonville    vs.  Thomas  T.   January,  James 
Dunlap,  and  M.  McConnel. 

Personally  came  James  M.  Bucklin  before  me,  the  undersigned,  justice 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  and  made  oath  that  he  is  principal 
engineer  of  the  western  engineering  district  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
that  the  Northern  Cross  State  railroad,  as  now  located  between  the  Illi- 
nois river  and  Springfield  via  Jacksonville*  wa>  located  under  his  imme- 
diate direction  and  control; and  he  has  thoroughly  examined  and  i-  fullj 
acquainted  with  the  country)  and  with  the  general  lurface  thereof, 
ami  west  of  Jacksonville,  and  on  each  side   of  the    line   of  Baid   road; 

and  that  he  has  no  hesitation  [in  saying,]  that  said  road,  as  the  sane  a  no* 
located,  both  oast  and  west,  and  through  Jaeksonx  ille,  is  upon  the  cheap- 
est and  at  the  same  time  the  best  route,  ami  one  combining  more  advan- 
tages of  straight  line  and  level  grade  than  any  other  line  that  comd  be 
found  that    should  pass  via    Jacksonville.       Said    Bucklin    further   says 
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th.it  the  defendant  in  the  foregoing  suit  in  chancery,  McConnel.  Corn- 
ier of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  under  whose  charge  and  super- 
vision said  road  is  being  constructed,  never  did  to  his  knowledge  use  any 
threats,  persuasions,  or  other  means  whatever  with  him,  as  engineer,  or 
with  any  person  within  his  knowledge,  to  enforce  or  cause  the  location 
of  said  road,  either  at  Jacksonville  or  any  other  place,  to  he  made  other- 
v.i-  than  on  the  route  best  suited  to  the  interest  of  the  State  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  said  road. 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  this  llthday  of  July,  1838. 

GEO.  REAR1CK,  /.  P. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

I,  Dennis  Rockwell,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county,  do  here- 
by certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  affidavit  of  James  M. 
Bucklin,  filed  in  said  court  in  the  cause  of  the  president  and  trustees  of 
the  town  of  J.'.cksonvi.lc  vs.  Murray  McConnel,  acting  Commissioner  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  Thomas  T.  Jan- 
uary, and  James  Dunlap,  as  fully  and  completely  as  the  same  remains  on 
file  in  my  office. 

rQ       -,     Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court,  at  Jacksonville, 
LbEALj         this  .J()l|i  ,      of  January,  A.  D.  1839. 

DENNIS  ROCKWELL,  Clerk. 

Copy  of  the  affidavit  of  Frederick  Hawn,Jiled  in  the  circuit  court  of  Moi-gan 
county,  in  the  cause  of  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  lozvn  of  Jacksonville 
against  Murray  McConnel,  James  Dunlap,  and  Thomas  T.  January. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

The  president  and  trustees  of  Jacksonville) 

vs.  V  In  Chancery. 

17.  McConnel,  January,  and  Dunlap.     ) 

Personally  came  Frederick  Hawn  before  me,  the  undersigned,  clerk  of 
the  Morgan  county  circuit  court,  and  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth 
ami  says  that  he  bos  been  engaged  for  the  last  year  or  about  that  time 
in  the  dutie-  of -senior  assistant  engineer,  under  the  direction-  of  M.  Mc- 
Connel,  one  of  said  defendants,  as  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public. 
Work-  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  under  the  direction  of  Janus  M.  Bu~k- 
lin,  principaj  engineer;  and  that  during  a  great  part  of  said  time  he  has 
hect  employed  in  locating,  and  assisting  to  locate,  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad  from  the  Illinois  river  to  Jacksonville;  he  has  also  been  engaged 
in  assisting  to  locate  said  road  through  Jacksonville,  and  for  some  dis- 
tan<  «■  west  and  cast  of  said  town.  He  further  says  that  he  is  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  country  .and  general  surface  thereof,  both  east  and 
west  of  said  town,  and  through  said  town;  and  that  he  has  no  hesitation 
in  saying    that   the  present  location   of  said  road  through  the  northern 


part  of  mid  town  H  the  best  location  that  could  be  ft)UD  I.  either  east  or 
west,  or  through  said   town,  and  one  combining  more  adi  foi 

economv,  straight  line,  and  level  grade,  than  any  other  line  that  <  an  be 
fouml  for  said  road,  that  shall  pass  \i  i  Jacksonville.     Said  Efawn  fori 
says  that,  during  the  performance  of  said  duties  .  er.  In-  fa 

inconstant   intercourse    with  said  McConnel,  and  ii  illation   '•'. 

him   in  relation  to  the  public   works;  and  he,    the  said   Hawi  iut 

said  McConuel  never  did,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  attempt  to  influ- 
ence him, said  I  lawn,  or  any  otiier  engineer,  to  his  knowledge,  to  locate 
laid  road  either  in  one  place  or  another,  but  at  all  times  czpre  —  I  a  n  ish 
that  said  road,  both  at  Jacksonville  and  elsewhere,  should  be  located  to 
the  best  interest  of  the  State,  and  the  future  operation  ol  th  ■  said  road  to 
the  best  and  most  useful  effect,  as  well  at  Jacksonville  as  elsewhere:  and 
further  the  said  Hawn  saith  not. 

FREDERICK  HAWN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  16th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1838. 

DENNIS  ROCKWELL,  Cf  rk. 

Statu  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

I,  Dennis  Rockwell,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county  of 
gah,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  affidavit 
of  Frederick  Hawn,  filed  in  said  court, in  tfa  of  the  president  and 

trustees  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville  vs.  Murray  .McConnel,  James  Dun- 
lap,  and  Thomas  T.  January,  as  fully  and  completely  as    the    - 
mains  on  file  in  my  office* 

rs,  -i  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court,  at  Jacksonville, 
[&EAL.J        jjjQth  ();iv  o| ■  j.iml;irv>  A<  Dt  i839< 

DENNIS  ROCKWELL,  ( 

Mr.      .  s.  Wilkinson  submitted  the  folio  wine,  testimony,  which,  after 

having  been  read,  sworn  to.  and  subscribed  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  was  H  - 
ceived  by  the  committee,  and  ordered  to  be  copied. 

Question  1:  Were  you  ordered  by  Mr.  Bucklin  to  assist  in  locating 
a  route  for  the  Naples  branch  railroad! 

Answer:     1  si  as. 

Question  "2:  Was  there  not  several  routes  surveyed  for  said  branch; 
and  whieh  was,  in  your  opinion,  the  best? 

Answer:     There  were  two  routes  surveyed  for  the  said  branch; 
merely  a-  a  branch,  I  consider  the  shorter  one  the  I"  it. 

Question  *•'>:     Did  you  not  stake  or  -assist  in  unking  all  the  estii 
and  calculations  relative  to  said  branch  survey*,  and  the  plan-  no  I  | 
files  relative  to  the  same? 

Answer!  1  assisted  in  making  the  calculations  for  the  Naples  branch, 
on  bolh  the  routes,  and  made  a  mapof  the  survey* 

Question  4:  Describe  the  location  of  the  short  branch  recommended 
by  Mr.  Bucklin. 

Answe  r:  The  route  recommended  bj  Mr.!'  :klin  commenced  on  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad  west  of  Dixon's  1  dee,  and  ran  in  a  southwest  di- 
rection for  the  distance  ol  about  one  mile,  (making  an  angle  with  a  due 
east  and  west  line  i*(  about  l!»  deg.  1  think;)  thence  on  i  half  section  line 
to  the  Illinois  river.     The  whole  distance  is  over  two  miles  and  ahalf. 


70 

Question  5:  Did  the  short  branch  pass  though  any  improved  land 
or  town  lots? 

Answer:  Said  branch  passed  through  no  improved  land,  and  over  no 
town  lots  according  to  the  plat  of  the  town  of  Naples  which  I  saw. 

Question  6;  Do  you  recollect  the  cost  of  the  short  branch,  and  cost 
of  the  brani  h  ;it  present  under  contract? 

Answer:  The  estimate  of  the  short  route  I  think  was  about  $18,000. 
and  that  of  the  longer  one  near  twice  that  amount. 

Question  7:  Did  not  McConnel  direct  you  to  make  your  estimates  for 
said  branch  agreeably  to  the  estimates  of  Mr.  Bucklin  for  work  done  on. 
the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  railroad? 

Answer:     He  did. 

Mr.  William  Pollock  offered  the  following  testimony  in  writing,  which 
after  having  been  read,  sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  Mr.  Pollock,  was  re- 
ceived by  the  committee,  and  ordered  to  be  copied. 

Question  1:  Were  you  informed  by  Mr.  McConnel  whether  the 
Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company  had  a  c.'aim  to  the  right  of 
way  through  the  valley  of  Wolf  run  previous  to  your  report  to  him  re- 
commending the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  through  the 
valley  of  Wolf  run? 

Answer:     I  was  not. 

Question  2:  Had  you  been  informed  of  the  intention  of  said  compa- 
ny to  demand  from  the  State  the  construction  of  a  branch  railroad  and 
appendages  to  the  town  of  Naples  as  at  present  located  and  under  con- 
tract, and  that  said  company  would  exact  of  the  State  pay  for  work 
already  done  on  their  old  road  as  indemnity  for  the  right  of  way  which 
said  company  claims  through  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  and  now  occupied 
by  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  is  it  probable  you  would  have  recom- 
mended the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  through  the  valley 
of  Wolf  run? 

Answer:  It  is  probable  that,  i(  the  expense  now  accruing  to  the  State 
lrom  the  Naples  branch  and  its  appendages  had  been  taken  into  con- 
sideration when  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  Wolf  run  route  was  made, 
the   comparative    result    would   have    been    in  favor  of  a  shorter  route. 

Question  3:  Where  was  the  original  termination  of  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad  at  Meredosia? 

Answer:  On  the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  the  point  of  an  island 
above  the  ferry. 

Question  4:  Did  you  locate  and  prepare  for  execution  any  part  of 
said  road  in  .Meredosia?  If  so,  describe,  particularly,  the  pnrt  so  located, 
and  the  street  upon  which  said  railroad  was  laid  out. 

Answer:  1  located  the  road  through  Meredosia,  by  commencing  at 
the  point  designated  in  my  answer  to  No.  3;  and  making  a  curve  of  500 
radius  to  the  right  which  was  extended  to  the  centre  of  Washington 
street,  a  distance  of  about  5  or  600  feet;  thence  a  tangent  was:  run 
through  the  centre  of  said  street,  and  continued  for  a  distance  of  up- 
wards of  four  miles  nearly  due  south.  J  also  laid  out  a  short  portion  of  the 
road  so  located  for  constructing  in  Washington  street  near  the  com- 
mencement or  northern  extremity  of  said  tangent.  At  the  time  I  pre- 
pared this  portion  of  the  said  road  for  construction,  I  did  not  consider 
the  road  as  permanently  located  in  Washington  street,  as  it  was  a  route 
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of  my  own  choosing,  and  had  not  the  sanction  of  the  chief  engineer.  My 
object  in  slaking  it  out  for  excavation  and    embankment  was  that,  pro- 
vided  the    location   was   approved    of, "the  contractor!   might    have  an 
opportunity  of  commencing  work  without  calling  me  from  other  du 
when  remote  from  that  place. 

Question  5:  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  other  terminus  for  said  road 
in  M< -ivdusia,  than  that  near  the  island  north  of  Main  street,  previous  to 
fixing  the  present  termination  near  Pinch1!  tavern? 

Answer:  I  did  not  hear  of  any  other  terminus  until  late  in  the  fall.  1 
heard  Mr.  Bucklin  suggest  the  propriety  of  shortening  the  route  by  mak- 
ing the  terminus  lower  down  the  river,  and  I  was  directed  to  lay  out 
work  on  the  road  so  far  south  of  the  town,  that,  if  such  a  change  was 
made,  no  work  would  he  lost. 

Question  6:  When  you  located  said  road  through  Washington  street. 
Mercdosia,  did  you  not  consider  said  location  a  permanent  location  t" 
the  approval  of  the  principal  engineers? 

Answer:     I  did. 

And  the  committee  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening  at  half 
past  6  o'clock,  p.  m. 

WEDNESDAY,  Fmbbuab*  6,  1339,  6*  o'clock. 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  Hacker,  and  RichauNon.  of  the 
Senate;  Hardin,  Robinson,  Roman,  and  Thornton,  of  the  Bouse. 

An  order  was  made  for  the  following  railroad  contract  and  relinguuh- 
mentat  the  Auditor's  office,  which  Were  read  and  ordered  to  be  copied. 

Contract. 

This  agreement,  made  and  concluded  this  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  thirty-eight,  between 
Charles  Collins  and  Miron  Leslie,  of  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of 
Illinois,  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Board  of  Commissioners  o(  Pub- 
lic Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  M.  .McConnel,  acting  Commis- 
sioners of  said  Board  for  the  first  judicial  chcuit«on  the  part  of  and  be- 
half of  the  State  of  Illinois  and  the  people  thereof,  of  the  second  part, 
witm  sseth    that  the  said  Collins  and    Leslie,  parties  of'  the  fint  part. 

and  in  consideration  of  the  monej  to  be  paid  to  them  by  (he  part] 
the  second  part,  in  the  manner  and  time  hereinafter  mentioned,  hetebj 

contract,  covenant,  ami  agree  to  construct  and  complete, in  a  good,  sub- 
stantial) and  Workmanlike  manner,  all  the  part  of  the  public  work  ' 
in  after  specified,  to  wit,  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cn 
road  of  the  state  of  Illinois  as  authorised,  ordered,  and  directed  bj  said 
B  I  ird, reference  being  had  to  the  location,  maps,  profiles,  and  s| 
tions  of  the  said  public  work  made  by  the  engineers  for  said  State,  ana 
remaining  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  said  Board  of  Public  Woi 
to  the  following  plan,  that  i>  to  sal :  the  work  Bhall  be  done  according 
to  the  plans,  directions,  and  specifications  for  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road office  at  Jacksonville;  reference  being  thereunto  had  lor  the  direc- 
tions as  co  said  work,  and  for  more  certain  tj    i-  to  the  manner  and  ra 
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-..me;  and  (hey  agree  to  do  the  same  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Commissioner  of  said  circuit,  or  according  to  the  directions 
and  orders  of  the  engineers  in  the  charge  of  the  work.  It  is  further 
agreed  by  and  between  the  parties,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part 
shall  build  and  construct  all  the  necessary  buildings  fur  a  depot,  for 
engine-house,  and  all  other  things  necessary  and. proper  for  said  public 
works,  according  to  the  plans  and  specifications  to  be  furnished  them, 
and  according  to  the  directions  of  the  engineer,  the  Commissioner,  or 
any  authorized -agent  of  the  State.  The  said  parties  of  the  first  part 
further  agree  to  convey,  or  procure  to  be  conveyed,  freely  and  without 
charge  (except  the  sums  to  be  paid  them  for  the  construction  of  the 
road  as  hereinafter  specified)  the  right  of  way  for  said  Naples  branch 
over  all  the  land  owned  by  either  or  both  of  them  upon  which  any  part 
of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  may  be  located.  They  further  agree,  for 
the  same  consideration  aforesaid,  to  procure  to  be  conveyed  to  the  State 
of  Illinois,  by  deed  in  fee  simple,  the  lot  of  land  or  part  of  the  fraction  on 
the  Illinois  river  in  front,  and  at  the  termination  of  said  branch,  bounded 
eighty  feet  on  Water  street  and  the  Illinois  river,  and  also  a  lot  30  by 
80  back  from  the  river,  whereon  to  erect  an  engine-house.  They  fur- 
ther agree  to  procure  all  the  rights  of  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Rail- 
road Company  to  be  relinquished  to  the  State  of  Illinois  forever. 

And  the  said  Collins  and  Leslie  further  contract,  covenant,  and  agree 
to  construct  the  work  above  mentioned,  and  every  part  thereof,  agreea- 
bly to  the  aforesaid  description,  plans,  and  specifications,  and  under  the 
immediate  examination  and  careful  inspection,  and  agreeably  to  the 
orders  and  directions  of  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the  line  for  the 
time  being,  and  of  the  engineers  and  superintendent  appointed  to  ex- 
amine, inspect,  and  direct  the  same:  Provided,  however,  That  they  will 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  conform 
to  any  alteration  in  the  line  of  the  said  railroad,  either  vertically  or  hori- 
zontally, and  to  any  change  or  alteration  in  the  location,  plan,  form, 
dimension,  or  manner  of  constructing  said  railroad,  or  of  any  mechani- 
cal Btructure  then  mi,  which  may  be  prescribed  or  directed  by  the  acting 
Commissioner,  engineer,  or  superintendent  on  the  said  work;  which 
directions  shall  in  all  cases  be  made  in  writing;  it  being  mutually  agreed 
and  understood,  that  whenever  any  of  the  different  kinds  of  work,  or  the 
quantity  and  expense  of  mateitals  shall  be  increased  or  diminished  by 
.my  alteration  directed  to  be  made  in  writing  as  aforesaid, 
lantitj  or  amount  of  such  increase  or  diminution  of  any  or  of  all 
the  kinds  ol  works  herein  specified,  or  of  materials  necessary  to  con- 
strue the  same,  shall  be  estimated  by  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the 
work;  and  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  said  contractor  shall  be  increased  or 
diminished  accordii  .  reeably  to  the  rates  and  prices  herein  speci- 
fied to  be  p  lid  for  the  same.  And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  fur- 
ther  contract  and  agree  that  they  will  construct  and  complete,  in  a  good 
and  workmanlike  manner,  under  the  direction  of  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner or  engineer  on  the  work,  any  other  items  of  work  that  may  ne- 
,i\  occur  on  the  said  railroad ,  and  which  are  not  embraced  in  the 
aforesaid  descriptions  and  specifications,  when  thereunto  directed  by  the 
acting  ( Commissioner  or  engineer;  and  that  such  extra  work  shall  be  esti- 
mated by  the  engineer,  both  as  to  quantity  or  amount,  and  price,  and  be 
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paid  for  accordingly*  And  it  is  furlh  -r  understood  and  expr< 
between  the  parties,  that  the  saiil  parties  of  the  first  part  will  ma  n 
cllicient  commencement  of  the  work  embraced  in  Litis  contract  within 
thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof,  and  will  have  the  sara  .  and  every  part 
thereof,  fully  completed  according  to  this  contract,  and  ready  to  he 
delivered  up, and  will  deliver  up  in  said  finished  condition,  on  <>r  b 
the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  A.  1).  1840. 

And  it  is  further  expressly  agreed  and  understood  that,  if  tie 
parlies  of  the  first  part  sh.dl  neglect  <>r  refuse  to  make  a  full  commence- 
ment of  this  contract  within  the  lime  above  limited  for  comment  ing  the 
same,  or  at  any  time  thereafter  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  prosecute  this 
contract  with  an  assiduity  and  efficiency  that  shall  rive  a  reasonable 
assurance  to  the  acting  Commissionei-  and  engineer  of  its  unitorm  pro- 
gress and  final  completion  within  the  time  above  specified  for  the  <  <.iu- 
pletion  thereof;  or  if  the  sr.id  parties  of  the  hr»t  part  shall,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  principal  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work,  perform  the  work  im- 
perfectly, and  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  remedy  such  imperfect  perform- 
ance, in  either  or  all  ot  such  cases,  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the  work 
may  declare  the  contract  to  be  abandoned  on  the  part  of  the  contractor, 
and  may  forthwith  proceed  to  relet  the  work  embraced  in  this  contract, 
without  the  let,  hindrance,  or  disturbance  of  said  parties  of  the  fust  part, 
or  of  any  person  or  persons  claiming  to  act  for  or  under  them.  And 
further,  that  the  said  contractor  shall  not  sub-contract  the  work  com- 
prised in  this  contract  or  any  part  thereof,  without  the  consent  ot  the 
Hoard  of  Public  Works,  but  shall  personally  superintend  the  work  dur- 
ing its  progress;  and  in  cases  of  such  sub-contracting,  the  acting  Com- 
missioner may,  on  the  part  and  hehall  of  said  Hoard,  declare  this  con- 
tract forfeited  and  abandoned.  And  in  case  of  the  abandonment  o!  this 
contract  for  any  of  the  causes  above  mentioned,  it  is  agreed  that  all  the 
retained  percentage  thereon  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  ol  the  Stale. 
And  to  prevent  all  disputes  and  misunderstanding,  and   whereas  it  is 

necessary  that  the  said  work  shall  he  inspected  and  received,  it  is  mutu- 
ally agreed  by  and  betwen  the  said  parties,  that  the  principal  engineer 
of  (he  said  district,  for  the  time  being,  in  which  the  said  work-  are  ^ma- 
ted, or  some  other  competent  engineer,  to  be  designated  by  the  acting 
Commissioner,  shall  be  the  inspector  thereof,  and  shall  be  the  arbiter  in 
all  cases  of  disputes  and  misunderstandings  arising  under  this  agit  ement, 

whose  decision  thereon  shall  be  final  and  Conclusive.  And  the  second 
parly  of  the  second  part  hcrebv  covenants  and  ngrei  s  to  pay  the  -aid 
parlies  o|  tin'  first  part,  in  consideration  of  the  true  and  faithful  perform- 
ance <>f  this  contrad  and  every    part  thereof,  by  and  on    the  part  ol    said 

parties  of  tin- first  part,  and  as  a  full  complete  compensation  for  such 
performance,  ami  for  the  completing  oi  this  contract  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof  and  within  the   time  specified,  tl 
lowing  rates  or  prices  (or  the  work  executed;  that  is  to  mj  : 

tiou  one,  commencing  in  Wolf  run,  from  station  one  to  station  thirty, 
'20  cents  per  cubic  yard  for  i  mbankment.     From  station  thirty  to  station 

fifty,  tO  cents  per  cubic  yard  for  embankment;  For  section  two,  towards 

and  next  to  the  Illinois  river,  for  all  cmbankim  tits  In  t\\  eeii  Si .nions  fifty 
and  se\  en  I  y.  35  rents  per  cubic  vard.  For  all  embankni'  nis  belts  >  l  D 
stations  seventy   and   one   hundred  and    two,  1?    cents    per   cubic  yard. 
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For  .ill  excavations  upon  any  station  upon  either  of  said  sections,  the 
same  price  is  to  be  allowed  as  for  embankment.  For  all  masonry  for 
bridges,  not  dressed,  $6  per  perch  of  twenty-five  cubic  feet  per  perch. 
For  all  masonry  in  culverts,  $8  per  perch.  For  all  rip-rap  protection 
walls,  $1  per  perch.  For  all  masonry  for  foundation  for  buildings,  laid 
in  lime  mortar  and  not  dressed,  $8  per  perch.  For  all  dressed  or  cut- 
stone  work,  $1  per  foot,  in  addition  to  such  prices,  measuring  the  actual 
surface  of  the  dressed  work  only.  For  all  buildings,  the  said  parties 
agree  to  receive  for  the  brick  and  wood  work  the  prices  allowed  and 
estimated  by  the  engineer  at  the  time  the  work  is  done  or  being  done; 
and  they  agree  to  do  the  same  in  relation  to  all  bridges  to  be  built,  ex- 
cept the  masonry.  They  agree  to  furnish  all  the  material?  and  lay 
down  the  superstructure  of  said  branch  ready  to  receive  the  iron,  and  to 
lay  down  the  iron  (except  the  turn-outs,)  for  twelve  thousand  four  hund- 
red and  forty-four  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents. 

But  it  is  agreed  by  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  that  the  engineers  may, 
and  they  will  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  cost  of  all  of  said  work, 
and  they  will  receive  the  same  therefor,  if  it  shall  fall  short  of  the  price 
before  mentioned  as  heretofore  proposed  by  them.  And  it  is  mutually 
agreed  between  the  parties  that,  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  esti- 
mates shall  be  made  thereof  and  payments  made  by  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner on  account  of  the  same,  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the  seven- 
teenth section  of  the  law  of  Illinois,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,"  and  in  no  other 
manner  whatever.  And  that  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  principal 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  work,  (who  is  also  inspector  of  the  work,  as  is 
above  agreed  and  understood)  the  work  comprised  in  this  contract  shall 
have  been  fully  completed  according  to  the  terms,  and  within  the  time 
specified  in  the  agreement,  the  said  engineer  and  inspector  shall  certify 
the  same 'o  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the  work  for  the  time  being, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  full  amount  and  value  of  the  work  executed;  and 
within  sixty  days  thereafter,  the  full  amount  of  the  contract  shall  be  paid 
to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  according  to  the  said  estimate  and  to 
the  rates  and  prices  hereinbefore  specified,  deducting  the  amount  paid 
upon  the  estimates  which  shall  have  been  made  during  the  progress  of 
the  work,  as  aforesaid.  And  it  is  further  agreed  and  understood,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  unnecessary  damages  being  done  to  propri- 
etors of  land ,  that  the  places  are  to  be  designated  by  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner or  engineers  from  which  the  embankment  herein  contracted  for  is 
to  be  procured;  and,  in  removing  the  same,  care  is  to  be  taken  by  the 
said  contractor  to  disfigure  as  little  as  may  be  practicable  the  lot,  or 
field,  or  piece  of  ground  from  which  such  earth  or  other  material  is  re- 
moved. And  it  is  further  agreed  that,  to  avoid  disputes  as  well  as  inter- 
ruption and  hindrance  to  the  regular  and  peaceable  progress  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  public  works,  and  to  prevent  unnecessary  injury  to  the 
rights  and  property  of  the  neighbors  in  the  vicinity  of  the  works,  or  to 
persons  travelling  on  or  near  the  line  of  said  works,  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner, or  any  engineer  or  superintendent  on  the  work  shall  and  may 
dismiss  from  the  service,  by  whomsoever  employed  and  engaged,  every 
quarrelsome,  disorderly  person,  and  such  as  shall  be  addicted  to  habits  of 
intemperance,  or  who  shall  wantonly  commit  any   trespass,   either  upon 
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the  person,  land,  or  property  of  citizens  or  others,  living,  travelling  or 
working  upon  or  near  the  work  of  the  said  railroad,  or  be  guilty  of  other 
offensive  misconduct;  and  th.it  the  said  contractors  shall  dismiss  all  sim- 
ilar  persons  employed  under  them,  whenever  thereto  directed  by  the 
acting  Commissioner,  engineer,  or  superintendent,  and  shall  not,  know- 
ingly, employ  any  such  person  who  may  have  heen  so  dismissed  Irom 
other  parts  of  the  puhlic  works  in  this  Slate. 

[A  copy  of  the  said  proposal  referred  to  in   this  contract  is   hereto  at- 
tached, marked  A,  and  made  a  part  of  this  said  contract.] 

In   testimony  whereof,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  th< 
Murray  McConnel,  acting  Commissioner  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  of  Illinois,  on  the  part  and  be- 
half of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and    the   people  thereof,  have  hereunto  set 
their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

Ml  RON   LESLIE, 
CHARLES  COLLINS, 
M.  McCONNEL. 


L. 

S. 

■ 

L. 

9. 
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«. 

A. 

Copy  of  the  proposals  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  contract. 

Naples,  August  14,  lb38. 
To  Murray  McConnel, 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  fyc. 
Sir:  Wc,  the  undersigned,  hereby  propose  to  make  the  Naples  branch 
of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  and  upon  the  following  terms  and 
conditions,  to  wit:  We  are  the  owners  of  the  stock  and  have  the 
control  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company;  and  under 
the  chartered  privilege  of  said  company,  We  have  done  a  large  amount 
of  work  towards  completing  a  railroad  over  the  ground  fixed  for 
the  said  lateral  branch.  We,  as  individuals,  are  the  owners  of  a  larg< 
quantity  of  land  over  which  said  branch  will  pi--,  and  over  which 
the  Northern  Cross  railroad  from  Meredosia  to  Jacksonville  now  passes, 
the  right  of  way  over  and  upon  which  has  never  been  relinquished  to 
the  Slate.  Wc  are  also  the  owners  of  the  land  at  the  river  termination 
of  said  branch  road,  suitable  for  a  depot,  and  for  all  necessary  build' 
tags   tnat  ma)   be  needed  by  the  State.     We   look  upon  the  making 

of  the  road  from  the    town   of    Meiedosia    to    Jacksonville,    by  the  Stale, 

as  an  unwarrantable  violation  of  the  chartered  privilege  of  said  Rail) 
Company;  yet  nevertheless,  wc  propose,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  all 
difficulties,  to  surrender*  all  the  chartered  rights  of  sara  company;  lo  sur- 
render, and  procure  to  be  surrendered,  the  right  of  way  for  said  branch 
road  over  all  the  land  over  which  the  same  may  be  locate. I.  W  8  pro- 
pose to  surrender  the  right  of  Way  over  all  our  land  «>\  er  which  the  Nor- 
thern Cross  rail  real  pastes.  WC  propose  to  donate  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  land  for  all  necessary  buildings  at  the  river  termination  ot'snid  branch 
toad,  and  tO  procure  the  land  to  be  given  Of  donated  to  the  State.        All 

of  which  rights  thus  proposed  to  be  surrendered,  we  b<  lieve  would  be 
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estimated  (at  a  low  valuation)  to  the  sum  of  $35,000;  but  which  we  agree 
to  surrender  to  the  State  freely  and  without  charge;  yet  upon  this  con- 
dition, that  said  branch  road  shall  be  made  by  the  State  over  the  line 
of  the  road  now  located  and  partially  constructed  by  the  Naples  and 
Jacksonville  Railroad  Company,  and  that  said  company  be  paid  for  the 
work  actually  done  and  the  materials  furnished  by  said  company,  at  such 
a  sum  of  money  as  the  State  engineer  shall  estimate  the  same  to  be 
worth:  And  provided,  also,  That  the  following  proposal  for  constructing 
said  branch  road  be  accepted,  to  wit:  We  agree  to  construct  said  branch 
road  and  furnish  all  the  materials  therefor  (iron  excepted,)  at  the  present 
estimate  of  the  engineers  now  made  for  said  work,  and  all  the  necessary 
buildings,  side-tracks,  and  turn-outs.  Yet  if  it  shall  be  found  upon  fu- 
ture estimates  of  the  State  engineer,  as  the  work  progresses,  that  the 
estimates  now  made  are  higher  in  price  than  the  actual  cost  of  the  work, 
then  the  same  may  be  reduced  to  the  actual  cost  of  the  work  without 
any  charge  for  the  time,  trouble,  and  risk  of  doing  the  same.  We  further 
agree  that  the  State  may  furnish  the  iron,  or  we  will  furnish  it,  charging 
the  bare  cost  of  the  same,  when  delivered. 

MIRON  LESLIE, 
CHARLES  COLLINS. 


Relinquishment. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

vVe,  the  undersigned,  president,  trustees,  and  stockholders  in  the  Naples 
and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company,  the  charter  of  which  was  granted 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  at  the  last  general  session  there- 
of, do  by  these  presents,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
to  each  of  us  paid  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  grant,  relinquish,  and  release 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  all  and  each  of  our  several  rights  to  all  the  shares  of 
the  stock  ofsaid  company,  and  to  the  said  charier,  and  to  every  thing  grow- 
ing out  of  it  in  the  form  of  rights  vested  or  to  be  vested,  either  to  make 
a  railroad  or  to  do  any  other  act  or  to  enjoy  any  other  privilege  what- 
ever: Provided,  however,  That  this  release  and  every  thing  in  relation 
thereto  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  make  or  cause 
to  be  made  a  good  and  durable  railroad  on  this  line  where  said  company 
is  now  constructing  said  road,  from  the  said  town  of  Naples  to  intersect 
the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  the  most  eligible  point  in  the  val'ey  of 
Wolf  run  mentioned  in  said  charter,  and  within  five  miles  oi  said  town  of 
Naples;  Ami  provided  further,  That  said  road  shall  be  erected  within 
nineteen  months  from  this  date,  together  with  all  the  necessary  turn-outs, 
engine-houses,  ware-houses,  building  for  depots  at  said  town  of  Naples 
and  elsewhere:  And  provided,  That  the  said  Naples  company  shall  be 
paid  for  the  work  done  and  materials  furnished  upon  said  road,  all  of 
which  is  hereby  transferred  to  the  State  of  Illinois:.  This  release  is  to 
be  and  remain  in  full  force  for  the  term  of  nineteen  months  from  this 
date;  and  if  the  condition  aforesaid  shall  he  then  fully  complied  with, 
then  the  same  shall  be  absolute,  and  operate  as  a  release  forever;  other- 
wise to  be  and  remain  null  and  void;  and  the  said  company  shall  have 
full   power  to  enter  immediately  upon  the  land,  and  construct  said  road 
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and  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  properly  belonging  or  appertain- 
ing to  said  company,  in  as  lull  and  compl<  te  ■  manner  a>;  though  this 
release  had  never  been  made.  In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned, 
have  hereunto  sot  our  hands  and  affixed  our  seals,  this  fifteenth  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1838. 

MIRON  LESLIE,    President.    [^.  8.] 
MARK  W.  DELAIIAY,  '[ . .  t>1 

GEO.  M.  RICHARDS,  I,..  8.1 

A.  W.  PARSONS,  [l. 

K.  LOPW1CK,  [l. 

ORLANDO  KELLOGG,         'L 
JOHN  MANCHESTER,  II. 

H.  W.  VANSVCKEL,  [i.. 

JESSE  AIcK LI :.  [l. 

BOZABEL  GELATT,  [l. 

CHARLES  COLLINS.  [u 

Mr.  James  E.  Waldo,  who  had  been  previously  sworn,  produced  his  ad- 
ditional testimony  in  writing,  which  was  read  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  MoConnel objected  to  receiving  the  answers  of  James  E.  Waldo 
as  testimony. 

,Mr.  Browning  moved  to  reject  a  part  of  the  first  answer  of  Mr.  Waldo, 
which  was  carried* 

Mr.  McConuel  made  objection  to  Mr.  Waldo's  answer  to  tilth  inter- 
rogatory. 

Mr.  MeConnel  withdrew  his  objection* 

Ah.  Thornton  moved  ■  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  the  committee 
by  winch  tire  committee  had  determined  not  to  investigate  the  second 
specification  of  the  first  charge,  which  was  withdrawn,  and  it  was  r«  m  I 
ved  that  Mr.  Waldo's  entire  answers  shocld  be  received  by  the  counnit- 
tee;  Whereupon  they  were  ordered  to  be  copied. 

Question  1:  i)o  you  know  any  thing  retp<  t  ting  the  location  and 
termination  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  Meredosia,  is  the  mine 
was  let  to  contract  in  July,  1881  I 

Answer:  1  know  that  sometime  previous  to  the  tenth  of  July,  1837, 
the   d  iv  on  which  the   contract  was  let,  there  were  a  number  ol  I  \peri- 

inental  lines  run,  all  of  which  terminated  neai  the  point  of  the  island, 

north  of  Main  Btreet;  and  that  between  the  tenth  ol  July  and  the  first  ol 

August,  after  Wm.  Pollock  located  e  line  commencing  about  three  hun- 
dred feet  north  of  Main  street  in  Washington  street,  and  running  south 
dowd  Washington  street,  Mr.  Pollock  ran  a  curved  line  irotn  this  con> 
mencing  poini  round  the  outlet  of  the  lake  opposite  the  island. 

Question  2:  Pi  I  the  said  railroad  pass  through  Cohb  and  A)  lesworthfls. 
addiiion  to  the  town  of  Meredosia;  jf  so,  through  what  street  I 

Answer:      The  road  passed  through  Cobb    and    v  trth's  addition. 

and  through  Washington  street. 

Question  3:    Did  the  contractors  do  work  on  said  road  through 
addition  'I 

Answer:     They  did. 

Question  1:      When  was  said  work  done,  and  when  commenced? 
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Answer:  It  was  commenced  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1837,  It  was 
commenced  in  Washington  street  north  of  Main  street,  in  station  No.  1 
opposite  the  bland. 

Question  5:  Did  McConnel  ever  converse  with  you  respecting  the 
location  of  said  roaa  through  Cobb  and  Ay  lesworth's  addition,  and  about 
the  original  termination,  and  what  did  he  say? 

Answer:  1  have  had  several  conversations  with  McConnel  respecting 
the  location  as  made  by  Pollock.  One  evening  shortly  after  the  location 
was  made,  Mr.  McConnel  told  me  in  Jacksonville  that  Pollock  made 
that  location  by  his  (McConnel's)  order.  McConnel  told  me  that  Pollock 
asked  him  where  he  should  commence  the  location  in  Meredosia,  and 
M  i  Connel  said  he  replied,  "by  God,  stop  it  into  the  old  place."  About  the 
10th  of  March,  1838,  i  had  another  conversation  with  McConnel  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  which  I  told  him  of  rumors  that  were  afloat  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  change  the  location  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
town  in  Meredosia,  but  he  assured  me  that  he  never  had  such  an  idea; 
and  he  asserted  during  the  conversation  over  and  over  again  that  no 
change  should  be  made.  Another  conversation  took  place  in  the  recor- 
ders office  after  the  location  was  changed,  in  which  conversation  he  as- 
serted frequently  that  the  change  was  made  without  his  consent,  know- 
ledge, or  approbation.  One  statement  in  particular  I  reccollect  of  his  ma- 
king at  the  rime  nearly  in  the  following  words:  "that  the  road  had  been 
located  to  the  upper  part  of  the  town;  that  it  had  been  marked  to  the 
upper  part,  and  that  the  State  had  paid  for  that  mark,  and  that  by  God 
the  location  was  not  changed  yet;  he  would  learn  contractors  to  be  con- 
tractors and  commissioners  both." 

Question  G:  Were  either  of  the  contractors  present  when  the  work 
on  the  railroad  through  said  addition  was  commenced  ? 

Answer:     James  Dunlap  was  present. 

Question  7:  Did  you  ever  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  McConnel  containing 
certain  propositions  of  yours  to  said  McConnel  about  lots  for  a  depot? 

Answer:  I  wrote  McConnel  a  letter  I  think  in  August,  1837. 

Question  8:     State  the  substance  of  said  letter. 

Answer:  The  substance  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  was  urging  him  to 
stand  up  to  a  contract  he  made  with  me  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July  pre- 
vious; in  which  contract  he  urged  that,  if  I  would  take  back  four  lots  he 
had  bought  of  us  and  give  him  up  his  note,  he  would  have  them  ap- 
praised for  the  uoh  of  the  State;  and  in  order  to  insure  my  getting  a  good 
price  for  said  lots,  he  agreed  to  select  a  man  and  let  me  select  another, 
and  whatever  price  they  agreed  on  he  would  take  them  at;  he  said  it  was 
not  absolutely  necessary  to  have  them  appraised  at  all;  he  could  take 
them  without  any  appraisement,  but  it  would  look  better  to  have  them 
appraised;  but  alter  he  had  got  the  contiact  recv  rded  he  constantly  kept 
deferring  the  appraisement,  never  appeared  to  be  ready;  therefore  I 
wrote  him  a  letter  urging  him  to  stand  up  to  his  bargain  and  as  near  as 
1  can  recollect,  about  the  close  of  the  letter  I  said  to  McConnel  that  if  the 
four  lots  he  had  agreed  to  take  were  appraised  at  a  good  price  he  should 
have  the  lour  lots  adjoining  for  what  fees  we  owed  him. 

Question  9:   What  was  your  object  in  writing  said  letter? 

Answer:  My  object  was  to  induce  him  to  do  as  he  had  agreed  to  do. 
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Question  16:  Doei  any  of  the  property  purchased  from  you  by 
Mr.  Connel,  described  in  Duncan'i  bond,  and  referred  to  io  McConnel's 
obligation,  lie  on  Washington  street,  io  Cpbb  &  Aylesworth'l  addition? 

Answer:  Lot  1  1  in  block  .NO.  7,  and  lot*,  No.  8  and  \U  in  block  No. 
12,  in  Cobb  &  Aylcsworth's  addition  to  the  town  of  Meredosia,  lie  on 
Washington  street,  and  immediately  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  as  located 
by  Mr.  Pollock. 

Mr.  Leslie  interrogated. 

Question  1:  State  what  you  know  about  the  matter  of  Collins  and 
Gov.  Duncan's  agreement  in  relation  to  the  Meredosia  Railroad  Cm- 
pa  ny. 

Answer:  There  existed,  several  year-  since,  an  act  of  incorporation 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia. 
Sometime  in  1836, Charles  Collins  and  Gov.  Duncan  had  an  interview  in 
relation  to  making  a  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Naples  and  Meredosia. 
Under  the  Meredosia  charter  an  agreement  to  some  extent  was  by  | 
entered  into  to  make  a  road  to  Naples  and  Meredosia.  No  agreement  was 
made,  to  my  knowledge,  where  the  two  roads  were  to  unite.  There  was 
n  nominal  subscription  made  on  the  Meredosia  and  Jacksonville  books,  by 
Collins  and  I  believe  that  I  also  subscribed  for  stock,  but  I  am  not  cer- 
tain. The  objectof  Collins' subscription  and  mine  whs.  that  in  case  any 
thing  was  done  toward  miking  the  road,  we  would  determine  the  place 
of  junction  to  suit  ourselves.  There  wis  a  meeting  of  the  parti-  I 
cerned,  and  at  that  meeting  Mr.  McConnell  acted  lor  Mr.  Collins.  \ 
disagreement  took  place  at  this  meeting,  and  the  whole  matter  blew  up. 
Mr.  McConn.  I  had  no  interest  in  the  matter  that  1  know  of.  I  know 
there  was  no  connection  between  M«  Connel,  Collin*  and  myself— who. 
thcr  McConncl  said  he  had  an  interest  or  not,  I  have  no  recollection; 
there  was  no  money  paid  on  the  subscription  to  mj  knowledge,  a, id  no 
further  property  in  the  matter  than  what  grew  out  of  barely  subscrib- 
ing names  upon  the  book.  At  this  time  there  did  not  exist  any  such  i  m- 
pany  as  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  Bucklm  interrogated.  Mr.  Hardin's  first  question  to  Mr.  Buckiin 
was  objected  (0   by  Messrs.  Hacker  and  McColm.  I. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  called  for  bv  Mr.  Hardin:  On  the  question, 
-Shall  question  No.  1,  be  answered?" 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative,  were 

Messrs.  Thornton,  Hardin  and  Browning — 3. 

Those  voting  in  (lie  negative,  were 

Messrs.  Roman,  Richardson  and  Hack.-r 3. 

Under  rule  No.  6,  heretofore  adopted  <>\  the  committee,  the  question 
No.  1  was  ordered  to  be  answered. 

Mr.  Richardson  moved  to  rescind  rule  No.  (i;  which  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Thornton  moved  tie  further  examination  of  Mr.  Buckiin   b< 
pended  until  the  committee  were  all  present;  which  was  lost. 

Whereupon  the  committee  proceeded  to  examine  Mr.  Buckiin. 

Question  1:  Did  Mr.  McConnell  ever  pay  von  for  vonr  services  or 

other  claims  against  the  State,  m  promissory  notesl      If  SO,  state  « 

the  State  or  yourself  has,  either  of  vou,  lost  any  thing  by  your  taking 

the  notes.  '  '         '    *  *  5 
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Answer:  Mr.  McConnel  did  pay  me  in  promissory  notes — I  have  lost 
tlw  use  of  part  of  the  money — the  Suite  has  sustained  no  loss. 

Question  "-i:  Win  n  was  the  agreement  made  to  take  said  notes  in  place 
of  cash?  State  the  amount  of  the  notes  you  look,  and  whether  you 
have  collected  all  said  notes  yet. 

Answer:  1  think  it  was  some  time  last  winter — the  amount  was  I  be- 
lieve about  $500-,  all  the  notes  have  been  paid  excepting  one  of  $100, 
which  bears  12  per  cent,  interest,  and  which  Mr.  McConnel  assured  me 
was  secured  by  mortgage. 

Question  3:  Were  the  notes  assigned  by  Mr.  McConnel? 

Answer:  I  considered  Mr.  McConnell  responsible  lor  the  amount  of 
the  notes;  but  I  do  not  recollect  whether  they  were  endorsed  by  Mr. 
McConnel;  I  believe  they  were. 

Question  4:  What  excuse,  if  any,  did  McConnel  make  for  offering 
notes  in  place  of  money,  in  discharge  of  your  claim  and  the  property 
sold  to  the  State? 

Answer:  My  recollection  of  the  conversation  that  took  place  is  im- 
perfect; but  my  impression  is  that  he  gave  as  a  reason  the  want  of  ready 
money. 

Question  5:  Do  you  know  any  instance  of  McConnel's  paying  credi- 
tors of  the  State  promissory  notes,  when  he  had  cash  belonging  to  the 
State  in  his  hands? 

Answer:  1  know  of  one  instance  in  which  Mr.  McConnel  paid  an  en- 
gineer promissory  note  or  no'es,  but  1  cannot  say  whether  he  had  money 
at  that  time,  belonging  to  the  State,  in  his  hands  or  not. 

Question  6:  State  the  times  and  conditions  of  the  agreement  about 
your  taking  the  notes,  and  all  that  took  place  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
and  whether  the  notes  taken  by  you  were  due  or  not  due;  and  if  not 
due,  whether  any  discount  was  allowed  you  on  the  notes  to  make  them 
equal  to  c?sh. 

Answer:  1  had  frequently  applied  to  McConnel  to  allow  my  account, 
which  he  declined  adjusting.  But  on  one  occasion,  he  said  he  would 
allow  them  on  condition  that  I  would  take  "cash  notes.*'  The  notes 
were  due  at  the  time,  and  there  was  no  discount  allowed  on  them  in 
any  way. 

Question  7:  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  McConnel's  allowing  addi- 
tional compensation  in  consequence  of  payment  being  received  by  any 
person  in  promissory  notes,  or  that  payment  in  such  notes  had  any  effect 
in  increasing  the  rates  of  charges  for  services? 

Answer:  1  have  no  such  knowledge. 

Question  8:  You  have  testified  that  a  route  might  have  been  formed 
for  the  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia  at  a  50  foot  grade, about 
three  miles  -liorter,  and  about  $100,0U0  cheaper  than  the  route  by  Wolf 
rim;  Btate  where  the  short  route  would  have  passed  through  the  bluff's. 

Answer:  Through  Davis'  branch. 

Question  i):  ll  the  railroad  had  been  made  through  cither  the  valleys 
of  Davis'  branch,  or  Raccoon  run,  would  it  have  approached  within  5 
miles  of  Naples? 

Answer:  No. 

Mr.  John  Von  Horn,  being  duly  sworn  as  a  witness,  was  interrogated 
as  follows: 
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Question  1.  Did  Mr.  McCounel  ever  make  any  payment  to  you  in 
promissory  notes,  lor  services  rendered  by  you  to  the  State  1  If  so,  -late 
all  about  the  transaction. 

Answer:  Mr.  McConnel  paid,  in  the  fall  of  1837,  three  notes  to  the 
amount  of  ${5*  to  me,  which  1  had  given  when  in  the  len  ice  of  the  Na- 
ples ami  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company*  These  notes  were  given  by 
me  under  the  impression  that  they  were  certificates  to  certain  individu- 
als in  Naples,  for  value  rendered  to  the  railroad  company.  1  had  not 
written  them  myself;  was  then  unacquainted  with  the  English  language, 
but  only  signed  them  when  presented  to  me*  in  settling  with  Mr.  M 
Connel  he  paid  these  notes  to  me  as  a  part  of  my  salary;  and  on  my  ob- 
jecting to  it,  Mr.  McConnel  told  me  that  I  might  consent  or  not  since  he 
was  in  possession  of  the  means  to  make  me  pay  them.  I  do  not  know 
that  Mr  McConnel  was  present  when  1  gave  said  notes.  1  am  under  the 
impression  that  1  informed  Mr.  McConnel  all  about  the  circumstances  by 
which  these  notes  were  obtained  from  me,  and  I  also  positively  stated  to 
him  that  1  did  not  think  myself  obliged  lawfully  to  pay  these  notes. 
The  above  notes  were  given  to  Mr.  Hawse,  tavern-keeper  at  Na: 
two  of  them  at  least* 

Question  2:  Did  not  McConnel  state  to  you,  at  the  time  those  notes 
were  presented  to  you,  that  those  notes  were  only  put  into  his  hands  for 
collection,  and  that  he  had  no  interest  in  them  ? 

Answer:     1  do  not  recollect  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  interrogated. 

Question  1,  by  Mr*  McConnel. 

Had  it  been  understood  before  you  brought  these  charges  against  Mc- 
Connel, that  he  would  not  be  a  candidate  for  re-election  for  Commis- 
sioner, would  you  have  brought  these  charges  ? 

Answer:  1  believed  Mr.  McConnel  had  been  guilty  of  numerous 
derelictions  of  duty  as  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and 
felt  that  my  own  interests  had  been  sacrificed  by  his  misconduct;  and  I 
never  would  have  Complained  against  him  hail  he  not  been  a  candidate 
for  re-election  to  the  ottice  of  Commissioner,  of  which  I  was  convinced  he 
had  proved  himself  unworthy. 

Question  '2:  When  was  the  charge  about  the  lots  in  Jacksonville 
brought  against  McConnel;  and  what  was  the  reason  you  did  not  prefl  1 
all  the  charges  at  once  ? 

Answer:  The  charge  about  your  buying  the  Fogus  lot  was  preiemd 
against  you  by  meat  Vandalia  about  the  lb'th  of  January  last;  theca 
of  my  not  bringing  the  charge  before  the  committee  at  their  first  meet- 
ing, was  owing  to  my  never  having  previously  arrived  at  the  facts  and 

evidence   so  as  to    found  the   charge    upon,   although  1   had    frequently 
heard  reports  of  that  transaction  prior  tODSJ  lii>l  appear  mo  at  \  ands 
The  committee  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  G*  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  Fkhkuakv  7,  1838,  7  o'cUDOK. 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  GalewootJ,  Hacker,  Browning, and  Richardson,  of 
the  Senate;  Roman,  Hardin,  Naper,  French,  and  Thornton,  of  the  Ho 
6 
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MeConnel  offered  and  read  to  the  committee  tlie  reports  and  commu- 
nications ui  the  acting  Commissioner  and  engineers  in  relation  to  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad,  and  the  Naples  branch,  together  with  a  map 
of  said  branch  and  all  surveys,  which  are  attached  to  the  47th  page  of 
thi»  Journal. 

Alter  Sir.  MeConnel  had  been  sworn  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  above 
reports,  he  submitted  the  following  affidavits,  and  also  the  following 
notice  to  Austin  Brockenbrough: 

Morgan  County,  Illinois,  January  13,  1839. 

Mr.  Austin  Brocklwbkough: 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  investigating  committee  now  at 
Vandalia,  1  shall  proceed  on  the  19th  of  this  month  at  the  office  of  Geo. 
Rcarick,  Esq.  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Jacksonville  in  said  county,  to 
take  the  depositions  of  James  Dunlap,  James  McKinney,  Wiley  Harp, 
William  Pollock,  and  twenty  others,  and  to  continue  from  that  day  for- 
ward from  day  to  day  until  all  arc  completed.  I  shall  also  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  January  at  the  office  of  Esq.  Eckel  burner,  in  Naples,  in  said 
county,  proceed  to  take  the  depositions  of  H.  W.  Van  Syckel  and  ten 
other  witnesses,  and  to  continue  from  day  to  day  until  all  are  taken.  1 
shall  also  proceed  and  at  other  times  and  places  in  said  county  to  take 
the  depositions  of  other  witnesses,  the  times  and  places  of  doing  which 
you  will  be  notified  at  one  of  the  former  times  of  taking  depositions  if 
you  shall  be  in  attendance;  if  not,  I  shall  proceed  to  take  said  depositions 
without  further  notice  than  this,  and  whether  you  are  present  or  not. 
All  of  those  depositions  are  to  be  and  will  be  read  before  said  commit- 
tee in  the  investigation  of  the  charges  preferred  by  you  against  me. 

M.  McCONNEL. 

Served  this  notice  by  delivering  a  copy  to  Brockenbrough  on  the  13th 
of  January, in  Morgan  county,  by  reading  the  same  to  him. 

M.  McCONNEL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  January, 1839,  by 
M.  MeConnel. 

GEO.  REARICK,  J.  P. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County. 

Personally  came  W.  S.  Wilkinson  before  us,  the  undersigned,  two  acting 
justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  and  alter  being  duly 
sworn,  deposeth  and  says  that  he  has  been  called  upon  by  auiboiily  as 
a  witness  in  a  charge  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  first  judicial  cir- 
cuit about  the  location  of  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road. 

He  further  says  that  he  has  heard  a  copy  of  said  charges  read,  and  can 
say  in  relation  thereto  thai  he  aided  in  surveying  two  lines  of  said  branch, 
and  that  he  believes  that  the  construction  of  the  shortest  line  is  the  cheap- 
est; but  he  has  no  hesitation  in  Baying  that  the  line  adopted  is  the  near- 
est route  from  Jacksonville  to  Naples,  and  is  a  pait  of  the  road  between 
the  two  places  the  most  valuable. 

Said  Wilkinson  further  says  that  he  knows  nothing  about  any  posi- 
tive order  by  the  Commissioner  to  Mr.  Bucklin  to  locate  either  one  of 
the  said  routes  or  the  other;  he  knows  nothing  of  the  right  of  the  Jack. 
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sonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company,  or  of  the  cost  of  a  lot  or  lota  for  a 
depot  and  engine-bouse  upon  either.     An  1  further  he  saith  not. 

W.  s.  WILKINSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  said  W.  Wilkinson 
of  Geo.  Rearick,  in  Jacksonville,  tlie  17th  day  of  January,  1^ 

GEO.  REAR1CK,  J.  P.  [l.  5.] 
J  AS.  BEKDAN,/.  P.     [u  a,] 

Stath  ok  Illinois,  Morgan  Coxmly. 

Jamea  Dunlap,  who  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposcth  and  says  that 
he  is  acquainted  with  the  plat  of  1  losia  and  with  the  situation  of 
Duncanfl  property  there,  and  with  the  location  "I  the  property  >  ii.i  to 
have  been  purchased  of  said  Duncan  by  the  Waldos  sometime  in  the  J 
Is  '»7;  and  that  he  believes  that  none  of  said  properly  is  situated  u. 
the  immediate  liue  of  the  railroad  as  now  located  and  completed.  If  any 
of  said  property  is  situated  upon  said  road,  he  has  never  heretofore  Under- 
Stood  where  it  lav.  Me  further  says  that  he  was  one  of  the  contrac- 
tors on  said  road;  that  he  was  informed  when  we  (Leslie  and  Dunlap) 
were  about  to  let  a  Bub-con  tract  to  Waldo,  Thompson  A:  Co.,  that  we 
must  commence  about  one  mile  from  the  river  as  a  permanent  location 
was  not  yet  made  in  the  town  of  Meredosia.  II  i  farther  states  that. 
sometime  in  the  summer  of  1838.  Murray  McConnel,  Commissio 
quested  him  to  say  to  J.  M.  Bucklin,  principal  engineer,  that  he  must 
go  to  Meredosis  and  m  ike  ■  permanent  location  of  said  road,  and  pi 
said  location  in  the  best  place  for  the  interest  of  the  State;  Mid  that  he 
gave  s.iul  information  ta  I  ii  1  engineer,  and  he  loeated  it  accordingly, 
which  location  is  the  same  upon  which  the  road  is  now  situated.  In  all 
his  conversation  with  said  McCmnel  about  the  location  and  construction 
of  said  road,  he  nercr  knew  that  be  hid  .my  interest  in  Meredosia.  Said 
Dunlap  further  says  that  all  the  railroad  iron  shippel  to  Naples  or  Mer- 
edosia was  shipped  to  the  contractors^  ol  which  he  was  and  tsnoa  one, 

and  that  by  the  terms  of  their  contract  with  the  State  they  were  to  pa; 
to  the  Slate  whatever  price  the  iron  would  have  cost  delivered  to  then), 
and  nothing  more.  The  first  cargo  of  iron  was  shipped  00  II.  L.  Rob- 
inson and  Consigned  to    Naples  M  1    was  informed;    and  so    BOOB  ■<■•  such 

information  was  received  I  called  on  M.  McConnel  and  informed  him  oi 
said  shipm  tit  rle  then  stat  -d  to  me  that  he  instructed  Mr.  Oaklej  to  ship 
the  iron  to  New  <n!eans  subject  to  his  order,  and  that  s.dd  iron  was  not 

ordered  bv  him  to  Naples.      We  (Januan  and    Dunlap)  then   asked  M> 

Cooncl  to  give  u   an  order  to  his  house  in  .Naples,  to  deliver  the  bills 
lading  over  to  us  that  the  iron  might  be  delivered  at  Meredosia,  and  stated 
that  we  did  not  wish  to  incur  -m  extra  expense  for  receiving  the  - 
iron  as  we  were  prepared  to  reci  ive  the  same.  Mr.  McConnel  gave  as 
an  order  to  his  house  in  Naples,  and  as  1   have  been  informed  bj  J.  T. 
January,  was  delivered  in  \  ii     s  before  the  said  steamboat  arrived,  bai 
they  failed  to  comply  with  the  order.    One  of  said  firm  went  from 
to  Meredosia  on  said  iteamhoat  and  received  said  iron,  and  charg 
mission  on  the  same.    Said  Dunlap  states  that  he  does  not  know  \*hi 

thcr  the  h  >use  oi  Godfrey,  Lowric   and  Small  drew    t  draft  00  the    St.ite 

Bank  of  Illinois  for  the  charges  from  Europe  to  New  Orleans  apoa  th-- 
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first  cargo  of  iron  or  not,  but  knows  that  said  house  did  draw  a  draft 
upon  said  bank  for  the  second  shipment  of  iron,  and  sold  it  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  steambo.it;  and  he,  the  said  Dunlap,  received  of  the  said  cap- 
tain of  the  said  boat  the  draft  for  the  second  shipment,  and  cashed  it  at 
the  branch  of  the  State  Bank  at  Jacksonville;  the  same  draft  was  sent 
to  the  mother  bank  at  Springfield  by  T.  O.  Duncan,  cashier,  and  was 
returned  to  said  Duncan  unpaid,  who  gave  said  James  Dunlap  notice  of 
said  draft  being  returned,  and  was  compelled  toliftsaid  draft. 

Col.  Mather  wrote  the  following  letter  connected  with  the  subject  of 
said  draft. 

Copy  of  the  letter  from  Thomas  Mather  to  January  and  Dunlap. 

'•Gents:  Mr.  Oakley  requested  me  to  inform  you  that  inasmuch  as 
Mr.  McConnel  and  yourselves  have  arranged  the  first  draft  drawn  by 
Godfrey,  Lowrie  and  Small  on  account  of  charges  on  railroad  iron,  it  was 
expedient  that  the  second  one  which  was  presented  here  through  Mr. 
Duncan  should  be  arranged  in  the  same  way,  as  it  would  give  jou  an 
opportunity  of  saving  the  commission  for  advancing,  which  was  charged 
at  five  per  cent,  on  the  first  lot. 

THOS.  MATHER." 

We  then  concluded,  from  the  letter  written  by  Col.  Mather,  that  Mr. 
McConnel  was  the  proper  person  to  arrange  the  draft  and  bills  of  lading, 
and  refund  us  the  money  and  charge  the  same  to  us  to  be  accounted  for 
by  us  on  a  settlement  for  the  iron.  McConnel  did  pay  us  the  money  for 
the  draft  and  bills  of  lading,  and  we  gave  him  a  receipt  for  the  same.  As 
to  the  shipment  of  the  iron  to  Naples,  1  was  informed  by  Mr.  Oakley 
that  he  was  to  blame  in  shipping  the  inpn  to  Naples,  and  not  McConnel, 
as  he  (Oakley)  had  misconstrued  his  (McConncl's)  letter  of  instructions, 
and  found  upon  examination  that  it  related  only  to  the  shipping  of  the 
locomotive  and  cars  to  Naples,  and  not- the  iron.  Said  Dunlap,  being 
further  interrogated,  makes  the  following  statement:  That  he  knows 
that  James  E.  and  Daniel  Waldo  have  been  very  desirous  of  having  the 
railroad  located  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town  in  Meredosia,  where  the 
greater  part  of  their  property  is  situated,  and  where  Gov.  Duncan  has  a 
ferry;  said  road  has  not  been  located  there,  but  has  been  located  at  about 
the  centre  of  the  town.  Since  said  final  location,  the  \Valde-s  have  ex- 
pressed a  great  deal  of  ill  will  towards  McConnel.  Said  Dunlap,  being 
further  interrogated,  makes  the  following  statement:  That  he  knew  that 
Mr.  McConnel,  sometime  in  the  year  1S37,  purchased  of  Gov.  Duncan 
and  T.  Stevenson  some  lots  fronting  said  McConneFs  residence  on  the 
north  side  of  Jacksonville,  but  he  positively  knows  that  none  of  said  pro- 
perty is  situated  upon  the  immediate  line  of  the  railroad  as  located  and 
put  under  contract.  Said  Dunlap  further  says  that  he  has  heard  the 
charges  against  McConnel  read,  and  that  he  has  examined  them,  and  he 
now  says  that  he  does  not  recollect  any  thing  more  in  relation  to  any  of 
them  that  he  has  not  heretofore  stated. 

JAMES  DUNLAP. 
Sworn  to  this  eighteenth  day  of  January,  1839,  before  us  at  the  office 
of  Geo.  Rearick. 

GEO.  REARICK,     J.  P.      [l.  s.] 
JAS.BERDAN,        J.  P.     [l.  s.] 
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State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County. 

Personal  1}'  came  William  Pollock  before  me,  the  undersigned,  an  act- 
ing justice  of  tin-  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  and  after  being  duly 
sworn,  drposeth  and  -ays  that  he  has,  since  the  spring  <>t  ls'.>7.  heen 
engaged  a-  senior  assistant  engineer  under  the  direction  of  M.  M<  Con- 
nel,  Commissioner  <>l  the  15<>aid  of  Public  Works;  that,  in  the  -ummer  of 
1837,  he  wns  engaged  in  lurveying  and  locating  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road between  Meredosia  and  Jacksonville;  that,  during  said  employim  nt, 
the  only  direction  he  ever  received  from  Mr.  McConnel,  or  any  other 
person,  in  relation  to  his  duty,  was  to  survey  all  the  plausible  roul<  s,  and 
to  select  the  best;  and  in  surveying  and  locating  the  said  road,  he  rigidly 
pursued  said  Instruction.  He  most  positively  states  that  said  McConnel 
never  did  in  any  way  attempt  to  influence  him  in  the  location  of  said 
road,  either  at  Meredosia  or  Jacksonville,  or  any  other  place,  except 
according  to  the  best  interest  of  the  State;  and  that  he,  the  said  Pollock, 
never  learned  from  the  said  McConnel,  or  does  he  now  know  the  fact  to 
exist,  that  said  McConnel  now  has  or  ever  has  had  any  interest  at  Mere- 
dosia, or  at  any  other  place  on  the  line  of  said  road.  Said  Pollock  further 
states  that  he  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  road  is  now  located 
both  at  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia,  and  between  those  places,  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  State,  and  the  ultimate  useful  operation  «'i  said  road. 
Said  Pollock,  being  further  interrogated,  says  that  he  laid  out  the  first  work 
for  the  contractors  that  was  done  on  the  line  next  to  the  river,  and  that 
said  work  was  laid  out  some  distant  6  from  the  river  and  from  Mered> 
because  it  was  uncertain  at  that  time  what  point  would  be  adopted  as 
being  the  most  suitable  for  connecting  said  road  with  the  river:  and 
that  In-  Dei  er  understood  there  was  anv  permanent  location  made,  exc<  pt 
where  the  road  is  now  completed,  although  various  other  lines  were 
run.  The  location  of  said  road  was  made  at  Jacksonville  in  Jun>  .  I" 
and  that  said  location,  with  very  slight  alteration,  is  still  adhered  to,  al- 
though many  lines  have  since  been  run  with  a  view  of  changing  it-  Said 
Pollock  being  asked  whether  he  knew  any  thing  about  the  Naples  and 
Jacksonville  Kaijroad  Company,  and  about  their  right  to  locate  and 
make  a  road  from  one  of  those  places  to  the  other  through  the  vallej  i 
Wolf  run,  states'that  he  has,  since  the  location  of  the  Northern  CrOSS 
railroad,  heard'  something  about  said  company.  But  be  does  not  n<-\\ 
recollect  that  be  knew  any  thing  about  the  rights  of  said  company  at 
the  time,  and  for  some  time  after  said  road  was  located.  And  further 
the  said  Pollock  saith  not. 

w  M.  POLLOCK 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  in.  by  the  said  Pollock,  at  the  office  el 
George  Kearick,  this  lSth  day  of  January,  1839. 

GEO.  REARICK,  J,  P.  [l.  s.] 
J  \s.  &ERDAN,  ./.  P.     [i..  s.] 

State  of  Illinois,   Morgan  Comity. 

James  McKinney,  of  Jacksonville,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
rttyi  that  he  is  recorder  of  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  state  of  Dlio  s, 
and  that  he  has  the  custody  of  all  the  records  of  land  titles  in  said  county. 
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Said  McKinney  further  says  he  has  thoroughly  examined  the  records 
of  bis  office,  and  that  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  McConnel,  of  Morgan 
county,  now  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  is  orevci  was  the 
owner  of  on'e  foot  of  land  in  Mcredosia.  He  further  says  that  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  location  of  the  railroad  between  the  river  and  Jack- 
sonville, and  he  is  confident  that  the  record  does  not  show  that  the  said 
McConnel  now  is  or  ever  has  been  interested  in  an)  lands  upon  the  line 
ol  5aid  road.  Said  McKinney  further  says  that  he  knows  that  said  Mc- 
Connel, sometime  in  the  month  of  March,  1837,  purchased  some  property 
of  Gov.  Duncan  in  Jacksonville,  and  in  the  month  of  May  following,  be 
purchased  some  lots  of  Mr.  Stevenson.  But  between  this  property  and 
the  railroad,  is  one  lot  of  50  feet,  and  one  of  70  feet,  and  a  parcel  ol  land 
not  laid  out  into  lolsat  all.  Said  McKinney  further  says  that  he  is  in- 
formed that  sometime  after  the  road  was  located,  said  McConnel  pur- 
chased another  lot  called  the  Fogus  lot,  the  deed  for  which  bears  date  in 
the  following  March,  being  March,  1838.  But  this  lot  is  not  situated 
upon  the  line  of  the  railroad,  but  between  that  and  the  read  is  one  lot  of 
70  feet,  and  a  parcel  of  land  not  laid  out  into  lots.  Those  arc  all  the 
lots  purchased  by  said  McConnel  in  Jacksonville  since  the  internal  im- 
provement law  passed,  so  far  as  the  said  McKinney  is  informed,  or  has 
heard  of.  Said  McKinney  says  that  he  belicvcsheis  acquainted  with  the 
location  of  all  the  property  belonging  to  said  McConnel  in  Jacksonville, 
and  he  is  confident  that  none  of  said  property  is  situafcd  on  or  even  next 
to  property  that  is  on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  Said  McKinney,  being  in- 
terrogated, says  that  he  has  examined  the  records  in  his  office  for  a  con- 
veyance of  property  in  Meredosia,  from  Gov.  Duncan  to  James  E. 
and  Daniel  Waldo,  dated  in  1837;  and  that  said  record  shows  but  one 
conveyance  from  Duncan  to  said  Waldos  in  that  year,  and  that  the  same 
mentions  the  sum  of  $20,000,  and  is  for  property  in  Cobb  and  Ayles- 
worth's  addition  to  Meredosia,  and  bears  date  the  *20th  day  of  December, 
1837,  and  not  in  March,  1837.  Said  McKinney,  being  further  interro- 
gated, says  that  he  is  acquainted  with  James  E.  and  Daniel  Waldo,  and 
with  Mr.  Austin  Brockcnbrough,  and  that  he  knows  that  those  persons 
and  others  were  very  anxious  that  the  said  road  should  be  located  down 
Coon  run,  and  in  the  upper  end  of  the  town  of  Meredosia,  near  Gov. 
Duncan's  ferry,  the  mill  and  distillery  of  the  said  Waldos,  and  near  to 
the  land  of  the  suid  Brockcnbrough;  and  that  they  have  been  greatly 
dissatisfied  because  said  McConnel  did  not  procure  said  location  to  be  so 
made.  Said  McKinney  further  says  that  he  knows  that  the  said  Wal- 
dos used  every  means  in  their  power  to  procure  said  location  to  be 
made  to  suit  their  interest;  and  they  even  went  so  far  as  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  Commissioner,  (which  letter  said  McKinney  saw,  and  believes  it 
was  written  by  James  Waldo)  making  a  proposition  to  him  to  raise  a 
large  sum  of  money  out  of  the  State,  by  selling  the  State  some  lots,  and 
to  locate  said  road  and  the  depot  upon  the  same;  by  which  said  Mc- 
Connel was  also  to  be  greatly  benefitted;  which  is,  as  near  as  the  said 
McKinney  recollects,  the  contents  of  said  letter.  Said  McKinney  being 
interrogated  whether  be  knows  what  has  become  of  that  letter,  states 
that  he  does  not  know,  but  has  been  informed,  anil  believes,  that  it  was 
lost  by  the  grand  jury  which  sat  in  Morgan  county  last  June.  Said  Mc- 
Kinney, being  interrogated  whether  he  ever  heard  Mr.  Brockcnbrough 
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state  who  paid  his  expenses  while  en^a^ed  in   prosecuting  Mr.  M<  Coo- 
nel,  says  that  he  did  not  bear  said  Brockenbroagh  itate  who  paid  them. 
Imt  he  stated  they  wore  paid,  and  they  cosi  him  (said   Brockenbi 
nothing.  Said  .Mi: Kinney,  being  asked  what  business  Mr.  B:o<kenbrough 
followed,  says  th.it  he  has  been  engaged    lor  tin-    last  two  or  three 
inland  and  town  lots;     Said  McKinney  further  says  that  h-   i>  inl- 
and believes  that  a  secret  combination  of  persona  exists,  arho  have  agreed 
to  get  up  charges  and  prosecute  said  McConnel,  and.  if  possibl  ■.  I 
him  out  of  office,  hut  who  the  different  members  are  "i   t: 
bination  he  has  not  the  positive  information  to  state,  although  cirensn- 
stanc.es  within  his  knowledge  may  have  induced  a  belief  as  i"  the  iden- 
tity of  the   pei suns  engaged.     Said  Mrlvinney  further  nay*  that  he  un- 
derstood that   his   name   had   been  furnished  to  the  investigating    com- 
mittee as  a  witness  to  sustain  the  charges   presented   by  Mr.  Brocken- 
brou'gh  against  McConnel;  and  the  said  McKinney  now  says  that  he 
knows  nothing  .about  the  purchase  by  McConnel  of  Waldo,  or  any  other 
person,  of  property  in  Meredosia;  nor  docs  he  know  any  thing  about  an 
offer  to  let  the  building  of  a  depot  across  the  i  iver,  or  the  location  of  tin: 
Naples  branch  road,    or  any   other  thing  connei  ted   with   any   of  these 
charges,  that   he  has  not  already  hereinbefore  answered.  And  further  he 
saith  not. 

J.  McKlNNEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us.  ..!.  Jacksonville,  at  the  office  of 
George  Rearick,  by  the  said  James  Mc  Kinney,  this  17th  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 183.). 

GEa  REARICK,  J.  P.  [l.  a,] 
.    '  JAS.  BERDAN,  /.  P.      [u  *] 


State  op  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

Personally  came  John  W.  Evans  before  us,  and  makes  oath  and 
that,  at  the  July  term  of  the    Morgan  county  circuit    court.  I.  John  \\  . 
Evans,  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  -rard  jury;  that  certain  in   m 

of  the  jury  and  other  persons,  not  members!  oi  the  jury,  were  industri- 
ously engaged  in  seeking  out  evidence,  and  endeavoring  to  find  in«i 
ments  againsl  Vf.  .McConnel,  as  Commissioner  of  the  Board   of  Public 

Works;  and  it  was  evident  to  me   that  a  part    of  the  jury  (whose  names 

[could  mention  if  necessary,)  and  the  prosecuting  attorney,  aided 
some  other  persons,  were  determined  to  gel  up  indictments  the 

said  McConnel  "right  or  wrong,"  as  i  stated  to  the  jury  while io  - 
One  oi  the  persons  who  seemed  to  be  solicitous  and  anxious  inthisi 

ter,  was  one    James    E.  Waldo,  who  appeared  sever. il  tine  s  before 

jury  to  testify  againsl  the  said  McConnel.     Il<-  there  prescutcd  a  pa| 
higned  by  McConnel,  by  which  be  bound    himself,  or 
the  two  Waldos  an  interest  of  one-third,  to  the  best  of  mj 
of  some  property  thai  was  to  be  purchased  bv  them  of  Governor  Dun- 
can.    This    paper,   I  think,   bore    date  in    January,   pn  h 
1837.      Hut  he,  Waldo,  testified  it  was  made  a  long  U\:w    liter  tl  at, 
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was  ante-dated  Ly  him  by  the  express  agreement  and  advice  of  McCon- 
nel,  as  mar  as  recollection  serves  me.  Said  Waldo  testified  to  several 
other  things  and  showed  some  disposition  of  feeling  against  McConnel, 
and  apparent  dissatisfaction  because  McConnel  had  not  located  tne  road 
either  upon  his  land,  or  in  some  way  to  suit  his  views.  And  I,  the  said 
Evans  further  say  that,  when  the  prosecuting  attorney  appeared  among 
the  grand  jury,  his  opinion  was  asked  whether  it  was  a  violation  of  law 
in  the  Commissioner  to  purchase  property  in  a  town  through  which,  or 
to  which,  railroads  were  required  by  law  to  pass,  provided  said  property 
was  not  on  the  immediate  line  of  the  road;  and  the  said  attorney,  after 
examining  the  law,  decided,  and  so  instructed  the  jury,  that  such  an 
act  was  no  violation  of  the  law,  and  was  not  indictable.  But  the  day 
following,  the  prosecuting  attorney  appeared  and  instructed  the  jury 
that  they  were  bound  to  find  indictments  against  McConnel  for  acts 
which  he,  the  day  previous,  had  decided  were  not  in  violation  of  law. 
The  said  Evans,  being  interrogated  whether  this  was  the  regularly  elec- 
ted attorney,  says  he  was  net  the  regularly  elected  attorney,  but  I  sup- 
pose he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Duncan.  Said  Evans  further  states 
that,  at  about  the  time  of  the  said  July  term,  he  had  learned  that  the 
two  Waldos  had  been  attempting  to  bribe,  or  in  some  way  to  procure 
Mr.  McConnel  to  locate  the  road  and  the  depot  on  their  land,  and  that 
they  had  written  to  him  a  letter  making  some  such  proposition.  During 
the  session  of  the  grand  jury,  said  Evants  met  Mr.  McConne!  on  the 
public  square,  in  Jacksonville,  and  asked  him  for  the  use  of  said  letter, 
which  said  McConnel  gave  to  him.  And  the  said  Evans,  acting,  as  he 
supposed,  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  presented  said  letter  to  the  grand  jury 
as  a  charge  against  the  said  Waldos,  but  a  majority  of  said  jury  refused 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  and  the  said  Evans  returned  said  letter 
to  Mr.  McConnel.  When  the  grand  jury  met  the  next  morning,  a  prop- 
osition was  made  to  send  for  Mr.  McConnel,  swear  him  as  a  witness,  and 
get  said  letter.  Mr.  McConnel  was  accordingly  *ent  for  and  sworn,  as 
a  witness,  generally.  The  letter  was  demanded  and  given  to  the  foreman, 
and  Mr.  McConnel  was  questioned  and  compelled  to  testify  upon  all  the 
charges  that  had  previously  been  presented  by  the  said  Waldo  against 
the  said  McConnel.  The  jury  found  four  indictments  against  the  said 
McConnel,  but  none  against  the  said  Waldo.  Said  letter  was  put  among 
the  other  papers  that  were  before  the  jury.  The  said  Evans  never  saw 
it  afterwards,  but  understood  that  it  was  lost,  or  taken  from  the  jury 
room.  Said  Evans  says  be  re?d  said  letter,  but  he  cannot  state  from 
recollection  all  its  contents;  but,  so  far  as  he  does  recollect,  it  was  a 
proposition  from  the  Waldos  to  McConnel  to  locate  the  railroad  and 
depot  upon  their  land,  and  to  purchase  the  land  from  them  for  the  State, 
.mil  that  they  would  give  McConnel  property,  or  some  other  considera- 
tion, to  be  increased  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  amount  received  by 
them  from  the  State  was  increased.  I  believe  the  extent  of  the  ratio  to 
which  said  Waldos,  in  their  said  letter,  increased  it,  was  $12,000.  The 
date  of  this  letter  and  the  whole  of  its  contents  are  not  precisely  recol- 
lected, but  said  Evans  thinks  it  bore  date  some  time,  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  summer  of  1837;  and  the  contents  were,  in  substance,  as  near  as  I 
can  recollect,  as  stated.  The  said  Evans,  being  interrogated  as  to  the 
evidence  before  said  grand  jury,  in  relation  to  said  James  E.  Waldo,  says 
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to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  that  it  was  in  proof  before  the  jury  that 
said  Waldo  had  endeavored  to  bribe  the  Commissioner  to  locate  the  rail- 
road and  depot  «>n  their  land,  and  to  purchase  laid  land  at  ■  ice 
for  the  State,  and  had  failed  in  the  attempt.  And  it  was  further  in  proof 
before  said  jury,  as  near  as  I  recollect,  that  when  said  Waldo  had  Jailed 
in  his  attempt  to  bribe  the  Commissioner,  that  he  threatened  him  that. 
if  he  did  not  locate  said  depot  on  his  land,  and  purchase  the  same  for  the 
use  of  the  State,  he  would  go  before  the  grand  jury  and  he  would 
swear  enough  against  him  to  indict  him,  stating  that  he  had  been  request- 
ed to  do  so  by  certain  persons  about  Jacksonville;  but  that,  if  said  pur- 
chase and  location  could  be  made,  he  would  go  away  to  the  Black  Hawk 
[country,]  and  those  persons  should  be  disappointed.  It  was  further  in 
evidence  before  said  jury  that  said  depot  was  not  located  on  his  land, 
and  his  land  was  not  purchased  for  the  State;  and  said  Waldo  did  ap- 
pear before  said  grand  jury  and  give  such  evidence  against  the  said  Mc- 
Connel,  Commissioner,  as  to  cause  him  to  be  indicted.  And  further  the 
said  Evans  saith  not. 

J.  W.  EVANS. 

Sworn  this  19th  day  of  January,  1839,  before  us,  at  the  office  of  Geo. 
Rearick. 

GEO.  REARICK,  /.  P.        [l.  s.] 
J  AS.  BERDAN,  /.  P.  [l.  s.J 

4 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

Personally  came  Samuel  S.  Brooks  before  us,  the  undersigned,  two 
acting  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  and  made  oath  that 
he  has  been  engaged  for  about  eight  months  past  in  the  railroad  office 
at  Jacksonville,  and  on  the  different  lines  of  railroad  under  the  direction 
of  McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  first 
judicial  circuit;  and  that,  during  said  time,  he  has  been  placed  in  a  situ- 
ation to  become  well  acquainted  with,  and  to  know  much  about,  the  con- 
duct of  said  Commissioner,  and  that  he  has  read  and  examined  a  copy  ot 
the  charges  preferred  against  him  by  Mr.  A.  Brockenbrough;  and  tin- 
said  deponent  now  says  that  he  knows  of  no  circumstance  that  leads 
him  to  believe  that  any  of  tho^e  charges  are  well  founded.  Said  Brooks, 
being  interrogated,  says  that  he  has  been  acquainted  with  said  Brocken- 
brough ever  since  the  spring  of  1834;  and  that  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  he  has  been  engaged  in  speculating  in  land  and  town  lots,  and 
that  he  has  on  one  or  more  occasions  borrowed  money  from  the  State 
Bank,  or  one  of  its  branches,  and  from  Other  sources,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  him,  the  said  Brockenbrough,  in  bi>  -peculation,  a-  the  -aid  !'.:«•>  k» 
has,  at  dilli  rent  times,  heard  the  said  ftrockeabroogn  >a\ .  Daring  the 
latter  part  of  said  time,  the  said  Brockenhrounh  has  been  principally 
engaged,  as  deponent  believes,  in  making  turn-,  and  endeavoring  to  get 
ont  of  the  embarrassment  resulting  from  haa  speculations;  became  | 
sessed  of  a  bran  adjoining  or  in  the  vicinity  afMerodosia,  and  ol  sosae 
other  property  in  the  upper  part  of  said  town,  near  or  through  which 
property  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  must  have  pasted,  it  it  had  boSSJ 
located  down  Coon  run,  so  called,  and   to  the  upper  end  of  said  town  of 
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Meredosia.  After  it  was  ascertained  that  said  road  could  not  be  loca- 
ted as  the  said  Brockenbrough  desired,  he  became  very  much  di^atisfied 
with  the  Commissioner,  and  often  stated  in  the  presence  of  this  deponent 
that  he  was  against  any  body  that  was  not  favorable  to  his  interest;  ami 
that  MeConnel  wanted  the  railroad  to  suit  his  interest,  but  that  the  loca- 
tion had  very  much  injured  him,  the  said  Brockenbrough,  and  that  he 
was  determined  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  break  him,  the  said 
MeConnel,  down,  or  defeat  his  re-election.  Said  Brooks  further  says 
that,  at  the  July  term  of  Morgan  county  circuit  court,  in  1S38,  said  Brock- 
enbrough and  James  E.  Waldo,  while  the  grand  jurj  was  in  session, 
were  in  constant  attendance  upon  the  court,  according  to  best  of  depo- 
nent's recollection  and  belief;  and  that  the  said  Waldo,  aided  by  other 
persons,  both  on  and  "lithe  jury,  as  deponent  verily  believes,  was  very 
zealous  in  getting  up  charges  against  said  MeConnel,  as  Commissioner, 
and  that  they  did  succeed  in  getting  up  four  indictments,  which  deponent 
was  informed,  and  believes,  were  subsequently  overruled  by  the  court. 
Said  Brooks  further  believes  that  James  E.  and  Daniel  Waldo  arc  deeply 
interested  in  property  in  the  upper  part  of  Meredosia,  and  that  they  have 
been  somewhat  engaged  in  speculating  in  land  and  property  in  and 
about  said  town;  and  that  said  persons  were  apparently  very  anxious  to 
procure  or  have  the  location  of  said  railroad  and  the  depot  made  at  the 
upper  end  of  said  town  and  upon  their  property;  and,  among  other 
means  resorted  to  for  that  purpose,  and  while  it  was  yet  uncertain  where 
said  depot  would  be  located,  the  said  Waldos,  or  one  of  them,  sent  to  the 
Commissioner  a  written  proposition  (which  writing,  the  said  Brooks  says 
and  believes  was  written  by  James  E.  Waldo)  offering  a  large  conside- 
ration, in  the  character  of  a  bribe,  to  said  Commissioner  to  locate  the 
depot  upon  their  land,  and  so  continue  it  that  they  could  sell  to  the  State 
a  part  of  their  property  at  a  high  price;  the  exact  purport  of  this  wri- 
ting, this  deponent  does  not  now  recollect,  but  believes  that  the  Commis- 
sioner was  to  have  been  benefitted  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  money 
they  could  obtain  from  the  State  for  their  property.  Said  Brooks  fur- 
ther says  that  he  is  informed  and  believes  that,  after  he  saw  this  writing, 
the  possession  thereof  was,  by  some  means  unknown  to  him,  obtained 
by  the  grand  jury,  and  was  never  afterwards  returned  to  said  MeConnel, 
as  the  said  deponent  has  been  credibly  informed  and  believes.  Said 
Brooks  further  says  that,  in  all  his  intercourse  with  said  MeConnel, 
(which  intercourse  has  been  continually  intimate,  and  much  of  it  unre- 
served as  to  the  interchange  of  conversation)  he  never  learned  that  the 
said  MeConnel  had  any  interest  whatever  in  Meredosia,  or  near  it,  on 
the  located  line  of  said  railroad.  This  deponent  further  says  that  he  is 
acquainted  with  all  or  nearly  all  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  said 
MeConnel,  in  Jacksonville,  and  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  loca- 
tion of  the  railroad  through  said  town;  and  said  deponent  has  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  the  said  MeConnel  is  not  now,  and  never  was,  as  this 
deponent  ever  knew,  the  owner  of  any  property  in  said  town  situated 
upon  the  line  of  the  railroad,  or  adjoining  to  any  lot  that  is  upon  the 
immediate  line  of  said  road.  Said  Brooks  says,  further,  that  he  has  been 
engaged  several  months  in  procuring  the  right  of  way  for  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad  over  the  lands  of  individuals,  and  in  this  service  he  has 
traversed  the  line  of  said  road  from  the  Illinois  to  the  Sangamon  river?, 
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and  that, in  all  his  researches  after  the  ownen  of  lands,  he  never  found 
any  whatever  belonging  to,  or  obtained  by,  said  McConnel,  or  in  which 

he  had  any  interest,  directly,  or  indirectly.     Slid    Brooks,  b- ing   ■ 
where  -aid    railroad  is  locate!  at  Meredo.-ia.    say-  that  it  is  located  and 
constructed  nearly  in  the  centre  <>t  aid  town,  as  li<  - .  and  not  upon 

the  land  of  the  Waldos  at  the  upper  end.  Said  Brooks,  \><  ing  interro- 
gated as  to  his  interest  in  Meredoiia,  says  that  he  had  a  imail  interest 
adjoining  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  mar  to  property  belonging  to  the 
Waldos,  and  to  the  aforesaid  Broken hrough,  hut  has  [not]  now  and  never 
had  any  very  near  the  railroad.  Said  Brooks,  being  asked  whether  he 
i»  [in]  the  employ  of  the  State  under  said  McConnel,  says  that  he  i-  not. 
and  has  not  been  since  November  last)  and  baa  no  expectation  of  being 
employed  again.  Said  Brooks,  being  interrogated,  says  that  lie  is  . 
med  and  believes  that  a  combination  of  disappointed  persons  in  and 
about  this  place  (Jacksonville)  and  Meredosia,  has  been  formed,  who. 
from  selfish  or  interested  motives,  more  than  lor  any  especial  regard  for 
the  public  good  or  for  any  good  cause,  lias  been  heretofore,  and  are  now, 
as  this  deponent  believes,  engaged  in  bringing  up  charges  and  prosecu- 
tions against  the  said  McConnel  for  the  evident  and  avowed  purpose  of 
depriving  him  of  the  office  of  Commissioner,  and  for  sundry  other  unwoi- 
thy  purposes.     And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

SAMIT,!.  S.  BROOKS. 


Sworn  this  18th  day  of  January,  A.  1).  1839,  before  us. 

GEO.  REAR1CK,  J.  P. 

JAS.    Bi:ill>AN,  J-  P. 
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State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss: 

This  day  personally  came  L.  H.  11.  Houghton  before  us,  the  under- 
signed, two  acting  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for -aid  county,  and, 
after  being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  hath  seen  ami  exam- 
ined a  copy  of  the  charges  prefered  by  Austin  Brockenbrough  against  M> 
McConnel)  as  Commissioner.  He  also  sees,  from  a  catalogue  of  witn<  ■ 
annexed  to  said  charges,  his  name  put  down  as  a  witness  ag  linst  said 
MeConnel. 

S;iid  Houghton  now  sa\  s  that,  after  examining  those    charge-,  he   has 

come  to  the  conclusion  that  his  knowledge  of  those  charges  would  not 
tend  much  to  prove  the  guilt  of  McConnel.  as  Commissioner  as  aforesaid. 
Il<-  recollects  having  heard  a  conversation  heiwe.  D  said  McConnel  and 
.lames  E.  Waldo,  at  the  July  term  of  ihe  Morgan  county  circuit  court  oi 
1838,  in    which  said  McConnel  expressed  -oine   di--atisfaction  al  out  the 

location  of  the  railroad  and  depot  at  Meredosia,  believing  it  would  h 

been  better  to  have  had  it  s,o    further  north,  and  observed  that  it  would 

not  take  much  to  have  the  same  changed,  so  that  it  would  strike  the 

river  al  or  near  the  fool  of  the  island.  And  1  also  understood  that  it 
had  been  his  intention  to  have  had  it  there  strike,  as  there  had  been 
some  surveys  and  grading  to  that  effect 

Qdeetion:     Do  you  or  not   know   that  Messrs.   Brockenbrough  and 
Waldos  have  been  greatly  dissatisfied  about  the  location  of  the  road  al 

Meredosia.  and  that  they  wanted  it  at  the  upper  end  oftownl     Stat- 
you  know  about  that. 
Answer:     Thev  were. 
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Question:  Have  you  not  hear.l  Brockenbrough  and  Waldo,  or  either 
of  them,  threaten  to  prosecute  and  do  all  they  can  against  said  McCon- 
nel.  and  against  his  holding  the  office  of  Commissioner? 

Answer:  1  have  heard  Brockenbrough  say  that,  if  he  did  not  get  jus- 
tice, or  something  to  that  effect,  at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  he 
would  prosecute  said  MeConnel  at  the  next  term  of  court;  and  from  the 
proceeds  of  such  suit,  that  he  would  take  his  expenses  to  Vandalia  and 
pay  the  balance  of  [to]  the  internal  improvement  fund,  and  that  MeCon- 
nel could  not  be  re-elected  Commissioner.  And  I  further  have  understood 
both  from  him,  the  said  Brockenbrough,  and  from  the  Waldos,  that  they 
intended  to  pursue  MeConnel  until  they  are  satisfied,  or  saw  some  other 
person  in  his  place. 

Question:  Have  you  read  and  examined  the  copies  of  charges  pre- 
ferred by  Brockenbrough  against  MeConnel;  if  you  have,  do  you  know 
any  thing  more  in  relation  to  them  that  you  have  not  stated? 

Answer:     I  do  not  know  that  I  do.     And  further  saith  not. 

LIBERTY  E.  H.  HOUHGTON. 

Sworn  this  19th  day  of  January,  1839,  before  us,  at  the  office  of  Geo. 
Rearick. 


GEO.  REARICK,  /.  P.  [L.  s.] 
J  AS.  BERDAN,  /.  P.      [l.  s.J 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 
The  committee  adjourned. 


MONDAY,  February  11,  1839,  7  o'clock. 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  Hacker,  of  the  Senate;  and 
Robinson,  Roman,  French,  Hardin,  Calhoun,  Naper,  and  Thornton,  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Charles  Collins,  being  duly  sworn  as  a  witness,  produced  the  fol- 
lowing deposition,  which  was  read  and  received  by  the  committee: 

"Charles  Collins,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  says  that  he  was  the 
principal  owner  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  railroad,  and  that  he 
knows  every  person  that  had  any  interest  in  said  road,  and  where  all  the 
money  came  from  that  was  expended  on  said  road;  and  that  M.  MeCon- 
nel did  not  have  one  dollar's  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  said  road, 
neither  did  he  ever  pay  one  dollar  towards  the  construction  of  said 
road,  nor  did  he  receive  any  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  said 
road  to  the  Slate  in  any  way  whatever,  as  this  deponent  believes. 
Said  Collins  further  states  that,  at  the  time  he  made  a  verbal  contract 
with  Gov.  Duncan  to  unite  the  Naples  and  Meredosia  roads,  MeCon- 
nel did  promise  to  take  stock  and  assist  in  building  the  road,  and 
thinks  MeConnel  took  stock  to  the  amount  of  $2,500;  but,  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  stockholders,  a  dispute  arose  between  Gov.  Duncan,  Me- 
Connel, T.  T.  January,  and  Mr.  Leslie,  about  the  location  of  the  road, 
which  ended  in  the  final  dissolution  of  the  contemplated  union  of  said 
Meredosia  and  Naples  Railroad  Companies;  and  that  MeConnel  then 
said  that  he  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  either  of  the  roads, 
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and  that  we  might  manage  them  as  we  ph-a-cd,  f,.r  he  was  out  of  the 
scrape,  lit  ha-  been  as  good  as  his  word,  for  the  .Naples  company  have 
never  received  a  dollar  from  him  from  that  day  to  this.  The  ahove  con- 
tract with  Gov.  Duncan  was  made  some  ten  months  previous  to  the 
lime  tin-  .Naples  company  obtained  their  charter.  Collins  further  says 
that  be  is  the  principal  proprietor  oi  the  town  oi  Naples*  and  knows 
nearly  all  of  the  owners  of  property  in  said  town,  and  thai  he  does  not 
know  of  any  property  in  sail  town  owned  or  claimed  by  McConnel,  ex- 
cept one-half  of  a  fractional  lot,  now  occupied  by  Ml  Connel,  Ormsbee, 
and  Co.,  with  a  warehouse;  which  interest  he  acquired  in  the  fallol  l€ 
long  alter  the  location  of  the  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia. 
Saul  Collins  further  says  that  he  never  has  sold  McConnel  an)  property 
in  said  town,  except  a  forty  foot  lot  adjoining  the  warehouse  ot  Mc- 
Connel, Ormsbee  &,  Co.;  which  lot  the  said  Collins  promised  to  deed  to 
the  said  McConnel,  provided  he  would  build  a  warehouse  upon  the  same; 
but  the  warehouse  has  never  been  built,  and  the  deed  has  never  been 
made;  and  the  said  Collins  never  did  sell  or  promise  to  sell,  or  give,  or 
promise  to  give,  or  donate  to  said  McConnel  any  other  property  in  -aid 
town  than  that  above  mentioned,  either  directly  or  indirei  ti\  :  nor  does 
he  know  of  any  other  persons  having  sold  or  donated  to  said  McConnel 
any  property  in  said  town,  or  promised  so  to  do  in  any  manner  whatever, 
neither  at  this  or  any  other  time  whatever.  And  the  said  Collins  fur- 
ther says  that  he  had  no  hand,  in  any  way  whatever,  in  locating  the 
road  down  Wolf  run,  and  that  he  did  not  know  where  the  road  would  be 
located,  until  the  same  was  done;  neither  does  he  believe  that  Mi  <  «  Quel 
himself  knew  where  the  road  would  be  located,  for  he,  the  said  Collins, 
received  a  letter  from  said  McConnel  some  short  time  before  the  loca- 
tion of  said  road,  in  which  he  said  he  believed  the  engineers  would  Id 
the  road  down  Coon  run.  Collins  further  says  that  then  never  was  all 
understanding  or  agreement  with  McConnel  to  make  a  branch  road  to 
Naples  previous  to  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  nor  has 
there  been  any  such  understanding  since,  until  he,  as  Commissioner  of 
the  Board,  made  such  a  contract:  and  that  he  received  no  compensa- 
tion directly  or  indirectly  from  said  Collins  or  any  other  person,  a-  he 
believes,  for  having  located  said  Naples  road,  and  that  he  believes  Mc- 
Connel could  not  have  had  any  more  interest  in  that  road  than  he  had 
in  the  road  to  Meredosia,  or  any  other  road  in  the  county* 

Said  Collins  further  says    that,  sometime  in  the  fall  of  1S>S.  Mc4  onnel 

contracted  with  him  for  a  small  light-drafl  steamboat,  then  at  tin"  toa  n 
of  Naples,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the   navigation  of  the  Illinois 

river.  The  boat  was  not  in  a  condition  to  be  u^vi\.  at  the  lime  the  <  OH- 
tract  \v:is  made,  bul  the  contrail  1  as.  that   the  boat  w  as  to  he  corked  and 

made  tight,  and  that  a  good  cabin  was  to  he  put  upon  said  boat,  and 
fitted  up  so  as  to  accommodate  the  engineers  and  hands,  and  that  the 

same  was  to  be  in  readiness  within  a  certain  number  of  d:>y-:  and  it  was 

agreed  that  McConnel  would  pay  over  to  said  Collins  the  sum  of 
$2,500,  provided  said  boat  was  ready  by  the  time  specified;  and  that 
after  the  repairs  wen-  made,  and  the  engineers  shook]  be  satisfied  that 

it  would  answer  the  purpose,  then,  and  in  that  ease,  he  was  to  take  the 
boat  and  pay  the  money;  hut  the  time  was  so  short  that  the  boat  could 
not  be  in  readiness   by  the  time  agreed   upon,   and    McConnel    said  he 
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would  not  take  the  boat  unless  it  was  ready  by  time,  because  the  season 
was  so  far  advanced  that  he  had  no  time  to  lose,  consequently  1  found 
that  the  boat  could  not  be  ready  in  time,  and  1  stopped  the  repairs;  but 
not  one  dollar  of  the  aforesaid  sum  was  paid  to  me  on  account  of  said 
boat  by  McConnel,  because  the  boat  was  not  ready  by  the  time  agreed 
upon,  although  a  voucher  was  given  by  me  in  order  to  enable  McConnel 
to  obtain  the  money  from  the  Fund  Commissioner  so  as  to  have  the  same 
in  readiness  when  the  boat  would  be  completed. 

CHARLES  COLLINS." 

Mr.  Collins  interrogated. 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  country 
between  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia?  If  so,  state  whether  you  know 
where  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  is  located;  and  is  it  located  on  the 
best  route  between  the  two  places? 

Answer:  I  am  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  think  it  is  located 
upon  the  best  route.  I  have  examined  the  country  frequently,  with  a 
view  to  find  the  best  route  for  a  railroad,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  the  road  is  located  on  the  best  and  cheapest  route,  and  in  fact  the 
only  one  which  the  road  could  be  got  through  without  a  great  expense. 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Browning:  What  did  you  pa_y  for  the  steamboat 
you  agreed  to  let  Mr.  McConnel  have  for  the  use  of  the  State? 

Answer:  The  boat  was  sold  at  auction  at  St.  Louis.  It  cost  me  alto- 
gether about  $2,000.  I  know  one  bill  was  $650.  I  gave  $1,200  in  the 
lirst  place,  and  paid  the  foundry  I  think,  $650  for  what  they  did.  I  did 
not  buy  the  boat  at  first  myself,  nor  was  1  present  when  it  was  sold. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  Browning:  What  became  of  the  boat  after  Mr. 
McConnel  declined  taking  it;  and  was  it  ever  used  any  more,  or  ever  (it 
for  service  afterwards? 

Answer:  I  found  the  boat  could  not  be  got  in  readiness  by  the  time 
agreed  upon  with  Mr.  McConnel.,  and  concluded  to  wait  until  the  river 
arose — it  required  about  a  foot's  rise  in  the  river,  before  the  boat  could 
be  got  off  without  considerable  expense;  as  soon  as  the  water  arose  so 
as  to  float  the  boat,  Captain  McCourtenay  commenced  using  it  on  the 
ferry  as  usual.  I  only  know  this  by  information,  and  he,  Captain  Mc- 
Courtenay. informed  me  that  somebody  knocked  holes  in  the  boat  and 
sunk  it.  The  boat  is  still  in  the  bottom  of  the  river — the  engine  is  ta- 
ken off  and  put  into  a  steam-mill,  I  suppose. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Browning:  At  the  time  you  receipted  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Connel for  82,500  on  account  of  the  steamboat,  did  he  give  you  a  check 
for  the  money? 

Answer:  He  did  not;  he  refused  to  pay  a  dollar  on  the  boat  until  the 
engineer  approved  of  it.  He  had  his  doubts  whether  the  boat  would 
answer  the  purpose.  I  assured  him  it  wouH  answer  the  purpose,  for  it 
was  good  and  sound.  He  said  that  if  I  had  a  mind  to  go  on  and  fix  the 
boat,  put  a  cabin  on  it,  and  it  answered  the  purpose,  and  if  the  engineers 
approved  of  it,  he  would  take  it. 

Question  5,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  he  give  you  any  writing  to  show 
that  the  money  was  not  actually  paid? 

Answer:  He  gave  me  some  writing  that  I  left  with  Mr.  Leslie,  as  I 
was  going  down  the  river,  but  I  do  not  recollect  precisely  what  it  was; 
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I   think   it   was1   a  receipt   for  the  voucher,  and    stated  in   it,  that  if  1 
would  fix  Lhe  boat  in  won  b  way,  the  money  would  be  paid  "• 

Question  (i,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Leslie  ever 
received  any  money  on  that  receipt)  or  00  account  ol  the  -'eamnoat? 

Answer:  i  cannot  know  any  tiling  of  that  matter,  farther  than  that 
Mr.  Leslie  told  me  had  received  nothing.  And  1  fully  believe  that  he 
did  not. 

Question  7,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  If  the  boat  had  been  put  in  repair  as 
agreed  upon,  would  it  have  been  worth  Si'2,f>00,  and  would  it  have  b> 
suited  to  the  services  for  which  it  was  intended? 

Answer:  It  would  have  cost  me  all  of  that,  and  I  believe  it  would 
been  worlh  it;  and  1  believe  it  would  have  been  a  suitable   boat  for  the 
purboje  for  which  he  wanted  it. 

Question  8,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  ever  own  any  inter- 
est together  with  yourself  and  others  in  the  Morgan  city  tract  of  land, 
at  the  time  lite  Northern  Cross  railroad  was  located  1  It  so,  > t ; 1 1 » -  what 
was  the  number  of  acres  in  said  tract,  and  what  Mr.  McConnel's  interest 
in  the  same. 

Answer:  The  quantity  of  what  is  called  the  Morgan  city  tract  of  land 
contains  four  or  live  thousand  acres.  Mr*  M<  Conncl  owned  one-eighth 
of  the  whole  tract.  He  become  the  owner  of  it,  1  think,  in  July  or  Au- 
gust, 1830.  1  beheve  he  did  own  it  at  the  time  anil  before  the  locution 
of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  and  before  he  was  Commissioner. 

Question  °-,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Did  you  ever  tell  Mr.  McCoanel  after  he 
was  elected  Commissioner,  that,  on   account  ol  your  interest  in  the  .Na- 
ples and  Jacksonville  railroad,  you  intended  to  claim  damages  from  the 
State   for  locating  the  Northern  CrOSS   railroad  down    Wolf  run,   uin 
a  lateral  branch  wai  made  tO  NapleSl     If  so,  state   when  you  first  e 
him  that  information. 

Answer:  I  always  intended  if  the  State  did  not  make  a  road  the 
should  do  it  mysell.      1   dont    recollect    having  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
McConnel,  until    last   fall  or  summer.      1    had    some    conversation   With 
Mr.  Leslie,  but  not  with  Mr.  McConnel,  I  think,  before  that  tine  . 

Mr.  McConnel  submitted  the  deposition  of  II.  W.  Van  Syckel,  « 
was  read  and  received  by  the  committee. 

Statu  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County: 

Personally  came  HoNoway  \V.  Van  Syckel  before  'is,  the  undersi 
acting  justices  of  the  peace  hi  and  for  said  county,  end,  after  beiog  dulv 

sworn,  deposeth  and  says  that  he  w  a»  al  Naples,  in  Morgan  count]  ,  when 

the  first  shipment  of  railroad  iron  landed  at  Naples,  on  the  lllinoii  i  i  ■ 
and  that  be  knows  said  iron  w a>  shipped  to  Naples,  and  sras  consigned  to 
the  bouse  of  McConnel)  Ormsbee  &  Co.  of  thai  place:  that,  when  the 
iron  arrived, the  partners  of  the  house,  then  present  at  Naples,  told 
captain  ol  the  boat  that  they  knew  that  said  iron  was  intended  to 
landed  at  Meredosia  by  said  McConnel,  and  not  at  Naples;  and 

partner  then  requested  said  captain  tO  take  it  to  Mend*-  a  sod  not  I 

at  Naples.      The  captain  objected,  saying  that  he  was  consigns  I  and  in- 
sured to  Naples,  and   had  agreed  Upon  the  amount  of  freight   to  N 
and  that  be  would  not  run  the  risk  to  go  further  up  tin-  river.      V vow  \ 
the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.,  agreed  to  run  ail  risksj  and  to 
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pay  all  additional  charges,  if  the  iron  could  be  landed  atMeredosia:  and 
thus  they  procured  the  iron  to  be  landed  at  Meredosia;  at  which  place 
one  of  the  partners  went  and  received  said  iron,  and  paid  all  freight  and 
charges,  and  took  more  trouble  and  risk  upon  themselves  than  they  would 
have  done,  but  for  the  fact  that  McConnel  was  the  Commissioner,  and 
they  supposed  the  State  was  interested.  For  all  this  trouble  they 
charged  only  the  common  commission,  and  nothing  for  extia  freight  and 
risking  said  iron  from  Naples  to  Meredosia,  and  lor  all  other  extra  trou- 
ble they  had  with  it.  Mr.  McConnel  was  not  present  when  said  iron 
arrived,  and,  as  this  deponent  believes,  did  not  know  of  its  arrival.  After 
this  iron  arrived  and  was  landed  at  Meredosia,  an  order  was  presented 
from  Mr.  McConnel,  as  Commissioner,  to  said  house,  to  deliver  over  any 
other  iron  that  might  arrive  to  Messrs.  January  &  Dunlap,  railroad  con- 
tractors: consequently,  when  the  next  shipment  came,  which  was  in  a 
few  days,  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.  refused  to  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  it;  and  after  some  difficulty,  the  captain  of  the  boat  was 
prevailed  upon  to  go  on  to  Meredosia,  and  land  the  iron  there.  Said  de- 
ponent further  says  that  this  iron  was  not  landed  at  Naples  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Connel, as  he  is  informed  and  believes,  as  he,  said  McConnel,  had  always 
before  that  informed  said  deponent  that  said  iron  was  ordered  to  New 
Orleans,  subject  to  his  order  there:  and  he  had  always  refused  up  to  that 
time,  though  often  solicited,  to  give  the  said  house  the  forwarding  of  said 
iron;  and  so  soon  as  he  was  informed  that  more  iron  was  to  arrive,  he 
ordered  it  to  be  landed  at  Meredosia,  and  directed  that  said  house  should 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  it,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  the  contractors 
alone,  and  they  were  disposed  to  find  fault  if  any  others  but  themselves 
were  permitted  to  derive  any  benefit.  After  said  iron  was  landed  and 
all  charges  paid,  the  captain  said  he  had  a  draft  from  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Godfrey,  Lowrie  &,  Small,  for  a  part  of  those  charges,  upon  the  State 
Hank  of  Illinois;  which  draft  was  drawn  because  said  house  at  New  Or- 
leans supposed  probably  that  the  house  on  the  river  would  not  be  pre- 
pared to  advance,  at  a  moment's  warning,  so  large  a  sum,  and  in  that  event 
the  captain  could  raise  a  part  of  the  money  by  selling  or  cashing  his 
draft,  but  it  was  only  intended  to  be  used  in  that  event.  The  charges 
in  the  bill  of  lading  could  not  be  immediately  paid;  and,  as  those  charges 
had  now  been  paid,  he  supposed  there  was  no  further  use  for  the  draft. 
The  said  Van  Syckel  says  that  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co. 
did  not  purchase  said  draft,  nor  did  they  ever  own  it,  neither  did  they 
have  any  use  for  it;  neither  did  they  ever  advance  any  thing  upon  it,  or 
charge  any  commission  for  advance  made  upon  it;  neither  did  [they] 
know  of  it?  existence,  until  all  charges  were  paid  on  the  railroad  iron, 
neither  did  they  ever  refuse  to  deliver  over  any  railroad  iron  to  Messrs. 
January  &,  Dunlap,  upon  Mr.  McConnePs  order. 

Said  Van  Syckel,  being  interrogated  whether  he  was  acquainted  with 
Daniel  Waldo,  Esq. — whether  he  had  any  conversation  with  him  recently 
about  those  charges  against  Mr.  McConnel,  says  that  he  is  acquainted 
with  said  Waldo,  but  he  has  had  no  conversation  about  said  matter;  but 
says  that  when  said  Waldo  and  Brocken  brought  were  on  their  way  to 
V;m<lalia,  a  few  days  since,  he  saw  Daniel  Wuldo  in  Jacksonville;  and 
some  persons  present  asked  him  if  he  was  going  down  to  Vandalia  to  try 
to  get  McConnel  out  of  office,  and   if  they  were  prepared  with  proof 
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enough  to  do  it.  Waldo  said  he  was  a  witness  agaioil  him  -md  would 
swear  ;iny  thing  to  get  him  out,  but  he  did  not  know  what  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  prove  until  he  got  down  there;  but  at  any  rate  lit-  would  - 
any  thing  to  get  him  out  of  office.  Some  person  present  -aid,  "then  you 
arc  going  to  give  him  thunder;"'  and  Waldo  replied  tln-v  wren,  if  thev 
could  only  find  out  how  to  do  it.  And  said  Van  Syckel,  being  no  further 
interrogated,  saith  nothing. 

HOLLOWAY  W.  VAN  SY<  KEL, 

Sworn  this  19th  day  of  January,  183!),  before  us,  at  the  ofike  of  Geo. 
Rearick. 


GEO.  REARICK,./.  P. 
JAS.  BERDAN,/.  /'. 


["] 


Mr.  Roman  otlered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  will,  on  to-morrow  evening,  pnoce<  d  to 
investigate  the  charges  preferred  by  John  Murray  against  .Mr.  William 
Kinney,  Commissioner  of  the  13oard  of  Public  Works  for  the  second  ju- 
dicial circuit;  and  that  subpoenal   !><•   issued  for  John  .Murray,  Edward 

Smith, Terrell,  (engineer,)  William  Moore,  and  John  Thomas. jr. : 

and  that  said  Commissioner  be  informed  thereof,  and  furnished  a  copy  •  >! 
the  charges. 

The  committee  then  adjourned. 

TUESDAY,  FEHitiv.n   [%  1839,  7  o'clock. 

Committee  met. 

Present,  Messrs.  Hacker,  of  the  Senate;  Hardin,  Roman,  French,  and 
Robinson,  of  the  House.  Not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  committee 
adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening  at  seven  o'clock. 


A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held,  by  special  <<;//,  at  the  Fund  i 
//lissioncrs'  office  on  the  1  .">///  January%for  tin  outvote  of  examining  books 
and  papers,  <&c. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatcwood,  Browning,  Richardson,  Thornton,  Hardin 
and  Naper. 

Memoranda  relative  to  the  $900)000  distributive  fund. 

1.  Extract  of  a.  letter  from  M.  MeConnel  to  Thomas  Mather,  Fund  Com- 

missioner, dated  January  IS,  IS'>S. 

"It  is  certain  that  none  of  the   railroads  in  this  (first  JQdicial)   circuit 

will  pass  through  the  county  of  Greene  or  the  county  ol  I 

2.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Win.  Kinney  to  Col.  T.  Mather,  dated  .1  m- 

uary  '27,  1^38. 

••Those  eouuies,  through   which  it  is  equally  certain    that  none*  will 
pass,  are  Randolph,  Monroe,  ami  liond." 

•  No  railroad. 
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3.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  J.  Wright  to  Thomas  Mather,   Fund  Com- 

missioner, dated  January  24,  1838. 

•'The  counties,  through  which  it  is  certain  that  no  railroad  or  canal 
(projected  by  the  present  internal  improvement  act)  will  pass,  are 
Knox,  Warren,  and  Calhoun." 

4.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Elijah   Willard  to  Thomas  Mather,  Fund 

Commissioner,  dated  February  8,  1838. 

"It  is  certain  that  no  roailroad  or  canal  will  pass  through  the  counties 
of  Johnson,  Pope,  or  Hamilton.  It  is  uncertain  whether  a  railroad  will 
pass  through  the  county  of  Jefferson." 

The  circular  issued  by  the  Fund  Commissioners  was  not  replied  to  by 
Mr.  Alexander,  as  to  the  counties  of  White,  Crawford,  Lawrence,  Clark, 
and  Jasper.  He  has  certified,  as  to  the  county  of  Clay,  that  no  railroad 
or  canal  was  located  through  said  county. 

Where  answers  were  not  given  to  the  circulars  of  the  Commissioners, 
they  arrived  at  the  conclusion  from  the  map  and  the  law. 

They  distributed  $144,700  according  to  the  census  of  1835,  and  re- 
served the  balance  for  contingencies  and  uncertain  counties. 

They  paid  out  the  sums  to  the  order  of  the  county  commissioners' 
court  of  each  county,  made  in  session,  and  receipted  for  by  the  agent  ap- 
pointed by  the  court. 

Arrangment  with  the  banks  in  relation  tt  interest  on  deposites. 

"Both  banks  are,  by  arrangments  with  the  Fund  Commissioners, subject 
to  discontinuance  by  cither  party,  and  at  any  time.  They  have  agreed 
to  pay  six  per  cent,  on  the  money  deposited  with  them,  above  a  certain 
sum.  The  permanent  deposite  (free  of  interest)  in  the  State  Bank  is 
$30,000,  and  that  in  the  Bank  of  Illinois  is  $15,000." 

Construction  of  the  twenty-fourth  section  of  the  "Act  to  establish  and  maintain 
a  general  system  of  internal  improvement"  by  the  Fund  Commissioners. 

"The  Commissioners  have  construed  the  proviso  of  the  twenty-fourth 
section  ol  the  act  to  mean,  4by  large  amounts,'  sums  under  $ 20,000, 
and  not  less  than  $1,000.". 

Committee  then  adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  held  at  the  Fund  Commissioners'  office, 
Thursday  January  17,  1839: 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewo<><).  Browning,  Thornton.  Hardin,  and  Rob- 
inson. 

Proposed  amendment  of  the  law. 

"The  Fund  Commissioners  shall  give  no  credit  to  any  Commissioner 
for  any  expenditure,  unless  the  voucher  shall  specify  the   precise   work 
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on  which  the  expenditure  is  made,  and  show  that  the  money  has  been 
actually  applied* 

Committee  called  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Botrd  of  Pond  Commis- 
sioners for  copies  of  all  abstracts  of  von.  hers  filed  in  hi>  office  bi  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Committee  then  adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY,  Feb*ua*i  13,  1839,  7  o'cbmh. 

Committee  met. 

Preterit:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  and  Hacker,  of  the  Senate  :-ind 
Messrs.  Etonian ,  Robinson,  Hardin,  French,  and  Thornton,  of  the  II 
Mr.  Hacker  moved  the  farther  tnrestigatioa  he  dispensed  with,  winch 

was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gatewood, 
*  The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and   an    investigation   determined   upon: 
whereupon  a  BUbpcsna  was  issued  for  Hon.  John  Murray,  who  appeared 

and  introduced  before   the  committee  the  following  additional   ch 

against  Gov.  Wm.  Kinney. 

Charge  First. — Changing  the  location  of  the  Great  Western  mail 
route  between  Belleville  and  Lebanon,  and  particularly  at  that  i>. .ii»* 
where  it  enters  the  town  of  Belleville,  at  an  expense  of  $1,000,  or  there- 
abouts, in  the  distance  of  half  a  mile 

Charge  Second. —  \ml  thi  $1,000  made  up  by  individual!  inter 
id  the  change  of  the  road,  instead  of  the  appropriation   being  expended 
impartially,  by  observing  a  just  economy  towards   the  State  anJ    indi- 
vidual rights, 

1  prefer  the  above  charges  against  tin-  acting  Commissioner  of  t: 
cond  judicial  circuit  for  the  following  reasons. 

JOHN    MURRAY. 

Gov.  Kinney  presented  a  list  of  names  of  individual-  whom  he  re- 
quested to  be  subpoenaed  as  witness  b, 

<  ommittee  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening,  at  7  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  Fklimmiv  II.  1S39. 

Committee  met  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  charges  preferred 
against  Wm.  Kinney* 

Present:  Messrs.  Gate  wood,  Browning,  Hacker,  and  Richardson,  si 
the  Senate;  ami  Reman,  Thornton,  :ind  Hardin,  of  the  li> 

A  communication  was  read  from  A.  Rroclcenbrough,  roqucstin 

privilege  of  haying  T.  T.   Janiiaiv    examined    M  a    Witness   Bgaiust    ^^ 

MfcConnel,  which  was  granted;  and  the  communication  \\ 

be  til.    . 
It  was  ordered  by  the  committee  thai  Mr.  Jadfu 

mony  in  writing. 
Mr.  Thornton  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  ried: 

Resolved,    That   this  committee  will  examine  any  witness*  tin  the  rase 

of  Murray  McCorinel  which  may  be  desired  by  an\  citii  in,  and  that  the 
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said  M.  McConnel  be  allowed  reasonable  time  to  introduce  counter  evi- 
dence if  he  deem  it  necessary  for  his  defence." 

A  communication  from  Wm.  Kinney  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Mr.  Browning  offeree)  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  Wm.  Kinney,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  has  requested 
subpoenas  to  be  issued  for  over  40  witnesses  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee to  give  evidence,  on  his  behalf,  upon  the  investigation  of  charges 
preferred  against  him  by  John  Murray,  Esq.;  and  whereas  many  of 
those  witnesses  reside  at  a  distance  from  Vandalia,  and  could  not  be  had 
here  in  less  than  a  week  or  lOdays;  and  whereas  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per to  ijo  into  the  investigation  without  affording  to  all  parties  ample 
opportunities  of  being  heard;  and  whereas  the  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture is  now  near  its  close,  and  the  members  of  this  committee  are  worn 
out  and  exhausted  in  discharging  the  duties  that  have  been  assigned 
them,  the  committee  having  now  been  in  session  a  month  and  ;i  half: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  committee  at  this  time  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  investigation  of  the  charges  preferred  by  the  said  John 
Murray  against  Wm.  Kinney. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  called.  Those  who  voted  for  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  were  Messrs.  Gatcwood  and  Browning — 2. 

Those  who  voted  against  it,  were  Messrs.  Hacker,  Richardson,  Ro- 
man, Thornton,  and  Hardin — 5. 

The  resolution  being  lost,  the  committee  proceeded  to  the  investiga- 
tion. 

John  Murray,  Esq.,  John  Thomas,  and  Wm.  Moore,  were  sworn  as 
witnesses. 

The  charges  preferred  against  Mr.  Wm.  Kinney  being  read  to  John 
Murray,  he  was  interrogated  as  follows: 

Question  by  Mr.  Gatcwood:  State  what  you  know  in  relation  to  these 
changes  which  you  speak  of  in  your  charges  against  Wm.  Kinney. 

Answer:  1  know  those  changes  were  made  from  High  street  to  llli- 
DOis  -treet,  in  the  town  of  Belleville.  High  street  was  the  street  through 
which  the  mail  always  passed,  until  fhis  alteration  was  made.  I  also 
know  that  the  road  was  altered  from  the  original  tract,  from  between 
Kinney  and  Whiteside's  plantations  to  the  widow  Adam's  plantation; 
and  that  it  was  also  altered  fiorn  Silver  creek  towards  Belleville,  a  mile 
or  a  mile  and  a  half,  more  or  less. 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  changes 
you  speak  ol  will  cost  more  to  construct  the  same  than  the  old  line  or 
location? 

Answer:  1  believe  they  did.  My  own  opinion  is,  thai  the  change  at 
Belleville  cost  considerably  more. 

Question  '.»,  by  Mr.  I  lacker:  You  say  that  Mr.  Gilpin  had  surveyed  an- 
other route  than  thai  improved  by  Gov.  Kinney.  Please  state  when  this 
survey  whs,  and  under  what  authority  he  made  such  survey. 

Answer:  The  survey  was  made  some  time  in  the  spring  of  1837,1 
think,  or  early  part  of  the  summer,  by  the  authority  (1  understood)  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Public  Works. 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  Hacker:  You  say  that  the  survey  was  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Works.  Do  you  know 
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that  trio  route  you  speak  of  was  not  a   mere  random  route;  or  was  it  a 
location? 

Answer:     [  understood  a  location.     It  was  staked  down  and  nun 
ed,  and   not  changed  until  a   y.ti-  afterward — not  changed   until    last 
spring.     Col.  Thomas  can  perhaps  answer  the  question  more  correctly 
than  m \  self. 

Question  5, by  Mr.  Thornton:  In  taking  the  Great  We  tern  mail 
from  nigh  street,  in  Belleville,  to  Illinois  street,  have  not  the 
Belleville,  as  an  entire  community,  been  benefitted  by  the  chai 
not  the  road  been  shortened?     Has  the  interest  of  the   State  been  im- 
paired by  the  i  and   has  the  Commissioner   of  that  di 
rived  more  advantages  from  tbe  change  than  tbe  great  body  ol  his  n 
bors? 

Answer:  They  have — because  they  have  two  roads  to  travel  on  in- 
stead of  one;  but  if  they  had  but  this  new  road  without  the  other, 
would  have  been  no  better  off.  The  road  has  been  shortened  (I  u 
stood)  16  or  18  links  of  a  chain.  If  the  State  pays  for  the  road,  it  has 
been  injured  or  impaired  by  the  extra  expense.  The  change  placi 
road  nearer  to  his  property  in  Main  street,  and  excludes  the  bn 
part  of  town. 

Question  6,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  In  your  statement  touching  the  ch 
in  the  Great  Western  mail  route,  you  say  that  a  change  was  made  near 
the  Commissioner's  own  house.     1  wish  t<»  know  whether  you  wish  to  im- 
ply that  this  particular  change  was   made  with  a   view  to  the  Commis- 
sioner's private  interests,  at  a  sacrifice  of  that  of  the  Slate. 

\u>\\ er;     1  am  not  able  to  say. 

Question  7,  by  Gov.  Kinney:     Do  you  say  that  Gen.  Moore  odd  you 
that  one  of  the  persons  in  Belleville,  who  had  subscribed  $100  to  aid  in 
improving  the  road  in  the  manner  that  1  brought  it  into  Bellevill 
paid  the  £100  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  said  road  ? 

Answer:     1  never  made  such  a  statement. 

Question  8,  by  Gov.  Kinney:     Were   yOu  not   employed!'}  m 
superintendent  on  the  road  from   Illinois  town  i«>  Belleville,  and  lurthcr 
on  east;  and  were  there  not  changes  on    that  part  of  said  road,  from  the 
old  travelled  ro  ite;  and  did  you  not  tell  me  you  appro  v<  dol  such  chai 
especially  the  one  made  at  the  bluffst 

Answer:      Yes.  I  was  employed  by  him  as   superintendent 01)  th 

from  Illinois  town  to  Belleville;  and  there  were  changes  made  on  that 

part  of  the  road  from  the  old  route,  ai.d  -aid  el, an.  I  deal 

of  fuss.     I  have  no  recollection  of  saying  1  approved  of  such  ehan. 

Question 9,  by  Mr.  Thornton:    Didjou  ever  express  yourdisapj 
tion  of  changes  during  (he  time  you  were  in  the  employ  of  th    S 

Answer:     1  expressed  my    opinion   of  the    law,  that  he  had    BOl  IDS 
power  to  do  it. 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  Gatewood:  How  ranch  money  did  you  r 
your  services  | 

Answer:      1   received  si  ;")<),  at  the  rate  ol    £60  per  month,  finding 
self  and  horse;  and  part  of  the  time  I  threw  in  without  an\ 

Question  11,  bj  nlr.GatcWood:  Hon  far  were  you  called  fron 
any  time? 
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Answer:  I  live  in  Belleville.  It  is  30  or  more  miles  from  Belleville 
to  Beaver  creek;  but  usually  the  business  was  between  Belleville  and 
Illinois  town. 

Question  12,  by  Gov.  Kinney:  Do  you  believe  the  road,  in  the  man- 
ner and  way  in  which  it  is  taken  into  Belleville,  was  not  a  benefit  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  to  the  citizens  of  Belleville  in  the  aggregate, 
and  to  those  citizens  in  the  north  and  east  of  its  vicinity? 

Answer:  I  do  not.  It  is  to  Ralph's  addition,  and  Flanagan  and 
Craft's  addicion,and  I  have  no  doubt  has  increased  the  value  of  proper- 
ty in  these  additions  considerably. 

Question  13,  by  Gov.  Kinney:  How  far  does  High  street  extend,  ac- 
cording to  the  town  plat  of  Belleville,  east  or  northeast  of  your  house? 

Answer:  It  extends  to  the  corner  of  one  of  my  lots,  and  then  con- 
tinues along  Ralph's  addition  in  the  original  town  plat. 

Question  14,  by  Gov.  Kinney :  Does  not  the  Commissioner  own  on  High 
6treet  a  lot  or  part  of  a  lot,  on  which  is  a  brick  house  forty  feet  in  length, 
much  nearer  the  pub'ic  square  than  yours;  and  does  he  not  own  on  the 
same  street  further  on  a  two  story  stone  house,  with  five  or  six  acres  of 
ground? 

Answer:  Yes,  but  the  improvement  does  not  extend,  under  the  pio- 
vi-ion  of  the  law,  by  his  property;  the  road  always  turned  Thomas's 
corner  on   Main  street,  and  did  not   go  on  past  Kinney's  property. 

Question  15:  Does  the  Commissioner  own  any  property  adjacent  to 
the  road  as  now  located,  which  would  not  have  been  upon  the  road  if 
the  old  location  had  remained? 

Answer:  He  does  not — but  the  present  location  cuts  off  the  improve- 
ment that  a  great  deal  of  property  would  have  had  on  the  original  route, 
and  places  it  nearer  his  property. 

Question  1G,  by  Mr.  Kinney:  You  speak  of  going  to  Beaver  creek, 
thirty  miles  east  or  northeast,  as  superintendent,  &c,  and  of  receiving 
sixty  dollars  per  month  for  your  services.  How  many  times  did  you  go 
to  Beaver  creek,  and  how  many  days  do  you  believe  you  were  actually 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  your  duties  when  in  the  service  of  the 
State  ? 

Answer:  I  went  to  Beaver  creek  ouce.  It  was  a  detached  part  of  the 
work;  the  balance  of  the  time  was  employed  in  superintending,  between 
Belleville  and  Illinois  town,  as  near  as  1  can  recollect,  the  time  for 
which  I  received  wages  at  the  rate  of  sixty  dollars  per  month. 

Question  17,  by  Mr.  Kinney:  You  speak  of  the  road  being  changed 
so  as  to  go  near  my  house.  Do  you  know  whether  I  was  in  the  habit  of 
keeping  ^public  house? 

Answer:  lie  did  not  keep  a  tavern,  although  he  accommodated  per- 
sons and  charged  them  nothing  for  it. 

Question  18,  by  Mr.  Haidin:  You  say  that  you  do  not  wish  to  impugn 
the  motives  of  Gov.  Kinney.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  committee  your 
object  in  subrr.itting  the  charges  against  the  Governor,  Is  it  to  make  him 
account  to  the  Sute  for  any  loss  that  you  may  suppose  the  State  has  sus- 
tained; or  is  it  that  you  expect  to  recover  any  damages  for  injuries  or 
supposed  injuries  to  any  individual  or  individuals;  or  is  it  with  a  view  to 
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call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to    the  matter,  with  a  view  to  any 
modification  of  the  law  alluded  to? 

Answer:  My  object  was  to  know  irbetl  er  be  had  violated  the  law 
in  altering  the  location,  and  whether  the  State  was  not  injured  by  tin- 
additional  expense  of  said  alteration,  and  whether  he  had  a  ri^ht,  as  a 
public  officer)  to  receive  from  any  individual  or  individuals  a  sum  of 
money  sufficient  to  make  up  the  difference  between  the  two  roads.  The 
individuals  do  not  expect  to  recover  any  damages,  although  it  has  cost 
them  $700, (more  or  less)  that  1  know  cf,  to  improve  the  street  and  road 
or  route  to  the  connection,  although  but  justice  that  they  »ught  to  be 
left  in  the  same  situation  in  the  keeping  the  road  as  when  the  Commit 
sioner  removed  it;  and  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  t<>  the 
matter,  with  a  view  to  let  the  checks  and  barriers  be  placed  fur  a  proper 
construction  of  the  law. 

Question  19,  by  Mr.  Gatewood:  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  money 
received  for  the  change  was  for  reimbursement  of  the  State  in  tii 
ditionai  cost,  or  was  ii  for  the  private  use  of  the  Commissioner? 

Answer:  That  I  do  not  believe  it  was  for  the  private  use  of  the  Com- 
missioner, but  that  it  was  for  the  private  interest  of  those  individuals  who 
paid  the  money. 

After  reading  a  communication  from  A.  Brockenbrough,  and  tie 
sage  of  a  resolution  relative  to  the  case  «>i  M.  M<  Connel,  (which  will  be 
found  recorded  on  the  99th  page.) 

The  committee  then  adjourned. 

I1UDAY,  February  15,  1839,  7  o'clock. 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  Browning,  Hacker,  and  Richardson, of  the  Senate, 
and  Mr.  Thornton  of  the  House. 
'A  communication  was  received  from  Gov.  Klnnevi 

Not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-tn  <r- 
row. 

SATURDAY,  February  16,  1830. 

Committee  met. 
Present;  iYIessr-.  Browning  and  Hacker,  of  the  Senate;  and  Roman  and 
Hardin;  of  the  House. 

A  c  uniniiuicilion  from  Gov.  Kinney,  directed  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  w  Bl  received. 

Mr.    McConnel   appeared,   and    lelt  a  printed  document,  entitled  "M. 

McConnePi  defence  before  the  committee  ol  investigation.'1 

rhere  not  being  a  quorum  presenti  the  committee  adjourned  until 
Monday  evening  at  6d  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  l-KBRUAKN    18,    18S9L 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Me--:-.  Gatewood,  Browning,  Hacker,  and  liichardson.  Ol 
the  Senate;  and  Mr.  Roman,  of  the  House* 
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Those  communications  received  on  the  loth  and  ICth  were  read;  and 
a  communication  received  this  evening  from  Gov.  Kinney  was  also  1  cad : 
all  of  which  were  ordered  by  the  committee  to  be  entered  upon  the  jour- 
nal. 

Letter  from  Wm.  Kinney  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  dated 

Vandalia,  February  15,  1839. 
Sir:  When  Squire  Murray  gets  through  all  the  evidence  he  has  to  pro- 
duce in  support  of  the  charges  he  has  preferred  against  me,  should  your 
committee  think  that  said  evidence  has  the  least  effect  in  substantiating 
or  confirming  any  charge  impugning  my  honor,  integrity,  or  fidelity,  in 
the  discharge  of  my  official  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  Public  Works,  I  must  request  your  committee  to  have 
summonses  immediately  issued  for  those  witnesses  whose  names  I  have 
furnished  to  your  Secretary,  and  who  are  the  most  intelligent  portion  of 
this  said  Squire  Murray's  constituents,  to  give  evidence  of  the  facts  in 
relation  to  said  charges.  Should  your  honorable  committee  not  deem 
the  presence  of  those  witnesses  necessary,  and  think  the  communications 
and  petitions,  le^t  with  you  last  evening,  sufficient  to  exonerate  me  from 
any  thing  like  intentional  impropriety  in  the  official  discharge  of  the 
trust  confided  in  me  as  a  Commissioner,  you  can  dispense  with  sending 
for  said  witnesses,  and  close  your  investigation  by  reporting  your  senti- 
ments in  relation  to  my  case. 

With  respect,  &c. 

WM.  KINNEY. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Gov.  Kinney  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  dated 

Vandalia,  February  16,  1839. 

Sir:  Er closed  I  send  you  a  communication  from  John  Hay  Esq., 
(who  has  been  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  St.  Clair  county  nearly 
forty  years,)  in  relation  to  the  charges  against  me,  on  account  of  the  lo- 
cation of  the  western  mail  route.  Mr.  Hay  is  an  old  and  worthy  citizen 
•  >f  lb-lleville,  and  in  every  way  competent  to  give  a  correct  and  impar- 
tial opini.  n  relative  to  the  benefits  or  injury  sustained  by  the  people  in 
the  location  of  said  roud. 

With  respect,  &c. 

WM.  KINNEY. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Hay  to  Wm.  Kinney,  dated 

Belleville,  February  12,  1839. 
Wm.  Kinney,  Esq.  In  answer  to  the  enquiries  you  put  to  me,  concern- 
ing the  roads  made  use  of  in  the  town  of  Belleville,  to  your  first,  I  answer 
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that  the  street  terminates  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Murray-  lot.  in  the  old 
plat  of  the  town.  To  your  second  inquiry,  whether  ot  not  the  mail 
route,  as  it  now  passes   from  the  centre  ot  the  publi<  ii  not  the 

most  direct,    in  answer,  I  have  to  say   that  the  pi  route 

is  the  nearest  and  beatj  and  the  most  direct,  entering  directly  into  the 
public  square  of  the  town,  and  appears  in  fact  the  natural  road  upon 
which  the  traveling  is  done;  and  in  former  years  when  roa  -  wei 
laid  out,  this  now  new  route  used  to  be  traveled  by  the  inhabitant! 
coming  from  the  north  on  horseback,  wh°n  wagons  could  not  come. 
To  your  third  inquiry,  1  have  never  understood,  nor  have  I  any  thing  in 
my  office  to  show,  that  you  ever  owned  an  inch  of  ground  on  that  new 
road. 

Yours,  &.c. 

JOHN  HAY. 


Letter  from  Wm.  Kinney  to  the.  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  dated 

Vandalia,  February  IS,  1839. 
Siu:  I  herewith  enclose  you  the  petition  from  the  citizens  of  Belleville* 

in  favor  of  changing  the  route  (to  its  natural  course)  of  the  mail  road 
through  Belleville,  which  has  been  submitted  to  you  before,  and  returned 
to  me,  which  I  think  have  not  been  read  to  your  committ  •  ,  together 
with  a  letter  from  Alfred  Cowles,  Esq.,  stating  the  reason  why  an  injunc- 
tion could  not  be  obtained  from  Judge  Loekwood  in  the  change  ol  -aid 
road;  all  ot  which  is  submitted  for  the  examination  of  the  committee,  be- 
fore they  determine  what  further  course  to  pursue. 

With  respect,  &c. 

WM   KINNEY. 


Copy  of  <t  letter  from  A.  Cowles  to  Go©.  Kftiney,  dated  ~ 

\ .  roii,  February  1, 18 
Gov.  Wm.  Kinnky,  Sir:  We  received  your  letter  of  the  first  February, 

and  am  unable  to  comply  literally  with  your  request.      Mr.  Krum.  a  It  w 

days  since,  in  looking  over  our  old  correspondence  for  the  purpos 
separating  that  which  was  necessary  to  be  pre*  rved  from  the  other, and 
the  lettei  of  Judge  Loekwood  was  deemed  not  necessarj  to  be  filed,  and 

was  destroyed.     1  recollect  the  substance  of  Judge   Lockwood'S    letter. 
lie  declined  granting   the  injunction   upon   the   ground     th:it  the   pal 
silting  up  an  interest    could  not  complain  because  the  road  was   ta 
away  from  (hem,  and  stated     that  those  Onlj  could  complain  whose  landl 
were  injuriously  affected  by  the  passage  of  the  road  tb.OUgh  their  la: 

He  also  expressed  some  doubt  of  the  power  of  a  Judge  to  grant  injunc- 
tions  to  restrain  public  works.     A,  conference  with  him  will  no  doubt 

enable  you  to  have  his  views  more  fully. 

Your-,  ft    . 

a i. rui: nonv i  ,i:s. 
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Copy  of  a  petition  from  the.  citizens  oj  Belleville. 

To    the   Hon.  William  Kinney,  Commissioner  of  the    Board   of  Public 
Works  for  the  second  judicial  circuit  of  Illinois. 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  town  of  Belleville, 
Respectfully  represent  : 

That  Illinois  slreet,  one  of  the  main  streets  in  the  town  of  Belleville, 
leading  from  the  public  square  north,  is  the  most  natural  and  convenient 
route  for  the  mail  stage  from  Belleville  to  Lebanon,  and  the  distance  is 
much  shorter  than  the  route  through  High  street,  where  the  stage  now 
runs;  and  that  the  improvement  ol  Illinois  street,  from  the  court-house 
in  Belleville,  as  far  as  Washington  street  on  the  addition  to  Belleville, 
would  greatly  improve  the  appearance  of  the  town,  and  add  much  to  the 
convenience  of  the  travelling  public  and  the  inhabitants  of  Belleville. 
We,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  to  your  honor  the  propriety  of  im- 
proving IlHnois  street  as  the  proper  channel  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
mail,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  opening  of  Illinois  street  would  add 
more  to  the  appearance  of  Belleville,  and  the  convenience  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, than  any  other  work  which  could  possibly  be  constructed  within 
the  limits  of  the  corporation. 

We  have,  with  much  pleasure,  witnessed  your  endeavors  on  various 
occasions  to  add  to  the  growth,  prosperity,  and  appearance  of  Belleville, 
by  suggesting  important  improvements,  and  using  your  influence  in  car- 
rying them  into  effect;  and  we  are  satisfied,  from  the  manifestations 
already  received,  that  you  will  not  let  an  improvement  of  this  character 
escape  your  notice. 

JOHN  FLANAGAN,  and  thirty-eight  others. 


To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  at  Vandalia: 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Belleville,  and  St.  Clair  county, 
being  informed  that  the  Commissioner  of  this  district  has  been  attacked 
and  found  fault  with  for  making  such  alterations  on  the  mail  route  to 
Vincennes,  between  Belleville  and  Lebanon,  so  as  to  locate  the  new 
road  into  Illinois  street  instead  of  High  street,  consider  it  due  to  the  Com- 
missioner to  make  the  following  statement,  and  pray  to  be  heard  by  your 
honorable  body,  as  follows:  Your  petitioners  are  convinced  that,  in 
altering  the  route  as  he  did,  the  Commissioner  executed  the  wishes  of  at 
least  three-fourths  of  the  community,  as  is  shown  by  a  petition  addressed 
to  Gov.  William  Kinney;  which  petition  has  probably  been  preserved 
in  the  archives  of  the  Improvement  office.  If  it  is  a  correct  principle, 
that  roads  are  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  not  for  the  benefit  of  individuals,  one  look  on  the  abovementioned 
petition  would  render  this,  our  address,  superfluous,  and  exonerate  the 
Commissioner  at  once;  but  having  experienced  the  benefits  arising  from 
the  new  location  since,  we  beg  permission  to  add  the  following: 

1st:  That  the  new  route  by  Illinois  street  is  considerably  snorter  than 
the  old  one. 
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2d:  Th.it  the  road,  as  located  now,  leadadtrvdf/y  t<»  the  public  square 
and  the  court-house)    which  circumstance   add-  greatly  to  the  appear- 

ance  and  improvement  of  the  county  sent. 

3d:  That  (what  we  citizens  of  Belleville  would  particularly  urge) 
the  new  road  has  tended  greatly  to  the  aggrandizement  and  im; 
men  1  of  Belleville,  by  opening  and  making  accessible  a  great  number  of 
building  Iota,  and.  by  giving  the  first  impulse  for  improving  the  other 
streets  of  the  town,  (which  advantage  is  now  realized  in  a  higher d< 
than  could  have  been  expected  at  first)  has  induced  the  Commisaiooar 
and  a  number  of  citizens  of  this  place  to  undergo  considerable  personal 
expense  in  order  to  facilitate  the  construction  of  the  new  road. 

These  are  some  of   the   points   which   your   petitioners    would   urge. 
They  might  add  many  more;  but  confiding  in  the   wisdom   of  your  hon- 
orable body  to  render  justice  to  (he  public  officer  concerned,  and  expect- 
ing this,  our  address,  to  meet  with  the  consideration  due  its  import. 
We  remain,  respectfully, 

Your  feliow  citizens, 
WASH'N  WEST,  and  ninety-four  others. 

The  above  petition  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works. 

Mr.  Gatcwood  moved  that  the  record  be  written  up,  and  the  report  be 
made  to-morrow  morning  to  the  Senate  and  House;  which  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  then  adjourned. 


Copies  of  the  depositions  of  L.  D.  Glints  anil  I'nah  lltip'it  Jnini:  part  of  the 

testimony  given  before  ike  inveetigtUing  committe*   toexamiru  ch* 

against  M.  McConncl,  Commissioi.tr  of  th>   Board  of  Pubtic  II  ork  . 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

Personally  came  before  me,  M.  Eckelburner,  an  acting  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  said  county  of  Morgan,  and    State  of  Illinois    1  l 
Glincs,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  and  being  interrogated  M  to  hit  knowl- 
edge of  Jamei  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo — to  their  reputation  for  hert- 

esty,  truth,  ami  veracity — says  that  he  has  been  acquainted  irith  the  said 

Waldos  for  nearly  three  yean,  and  he  know*  that  they  ha\e  been  in 
partnership  in  business  and  speculations,  and  that  he  ha>  had.  ami  ha» 
donc,  business  with  the  said  Waldo-;  and  he  hai  DC  hesitation  in  saying 
that  (hey  are  not.  honest  men,  and  that  he  could  not  rely  QpOD  them  for 
truth  anil  honesty;  that,  so  far  a-  he  know  s  and  has  heard,  their  n 
tion  for  truth  and  honesty  is  not  good  in  the  neighborhood  where  they 
live. 

L.  D.  GUN!  8. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  V*l st  day  of  Jan'v.  at  my  otl'i  -. 
in  Naples,  1839. 

MARTIN  ECKELBURNER,  J.  P. 
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I,  Uriah  Raphe,  of  lawful  age,  depose  and  say  that,  during  much  of 
the  time  of  1836  and  1837,  1  was  a  citizen  and  trader  in  the.  town  of 
Meredosia,  on  the  Illinois  river ;  in  which  place  did  there  reside  one 
Daniel  Waldo.  Of  him,  personally,  I  have  only  the  acquaintance  that 
is  formed  by  men  in  their  business  occurrences:  and,  in  such  affairs,  1  look- 
ed upon  him  as  a  man,  whose  character  was  incompatible  with  manly 
honesty  or  integrity.  This  course  was  fully  directed  to  me,  as  I  found 
his  character  to  be  suspicious  in  many  particulars.  It  was  indeed  gen- 
erally published  among  the  citizens  of  said  place  that  he,  the  said  Waldo, 
had  killed  and  converted  to  his  own  use  hogs  which  were  not  his  own; 
and  that  also  he  had  cropped  the  ears  of  hogs  not  his  own  poperty,  so 
that  they  would  bear  his  own  marks.  And  further  the  deponent  saith 
not. 

URIAH  RAPLIE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  21st  Jan'y,  1809,  at  my  office  in 
Naples. 

MARTIN  ECKELBURNER,  /.  P. 
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RKPORT   OF  THE    MINORITY 


JOINT   SELECT   COMMITTKE    OF    INVE31  !ON. 


March   1.   1*39. 
Laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Bko\vning,  from  the  Minority  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  of  inv.  liga- 
tion, made  tho  following 

REPORT : 

The  minority  of  tie  joint  select  committee    appointed  to  in  charge* 

which  might  he  preferred  against  any  member  of  the  HhivI  of  Public  "■ 
or  mil/  other  aiunt  oftK    §  4th  the  internal  improvement  system, 

beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  thefoUouring  reports 

That  they  could  not  concur  in  the  decision  of  a  majority  of  the  • 

that  it  was  not  the  province  of  the  committee  to  decide  DPOO  I 

the  examination  they  were  required  to  make  under  the  order  of  the  two  !!••.-  •*. 
On  the  contrary,  they  nave  ever  behoved  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  c  i 

to  report  their  opinion  and  decision  on   the  testimony  adduced  before  them— 

verv  object  of  the  appointment  of  committees  in  such  eg  to  present,  in  a 

condensed  form  before  the  Legislature)  such  facts  as  it  «j  i 

Mouses  to  he  advised  of  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of:';. 

and  which  information  could  not  be  obtained  in  any  other  as  unbiass  d  manner, 

ezeept  by  the  tedious  proof  as  of  examinations  before  one  or  !*<• 

They  feel  the  more  ooiurtrained  to  make  i  report,  as  a  printed  paper,  purport- 
ing to  he  an  add  re.- s  n >  the  committee,  made  b)  the  t  'oum. 

!.  has  been  circulated  amongst  the  members;  which  .  pre- 

sented to  the  committee  until  it  was  circulated    throughout   Mh  branch  - 
Legislature^      We  feel  also  impelled  to  say    that  it  dors  uoc  pr 

jtatemenl  ofmany  of  the  material  facts  investieati  d  1>>  th 
They  also  regret   that  the  discharge  oftheir  duties  in  the  Legislature  since  the 

majority  of  the  committee  submitted  their  report,  has   pr<  I  pre- 

paring and  presenting  their  report  at  an  earlier  day. 

In  the  performance  of  the  duty  required  of  the  committ    . 

examine  ilieolhcc  of  the  Fund  ( 'ommissior.ers;  the  result  of  which  examination  •■ 

he  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  majorta  of  the  coiw.  W 

in  the  opinion    that  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office  appear  to  be  lu  pt  in  proper 
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order  and  condition;  and  they  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  business  talent  and 
application  evinced  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Williamson  Gatewood. 

There  is  evidently  a  great  detect  in  the  law  organizing  the  Board  of  Fund 
Commissioners,  as  the  law  does  not  require  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the 
Board  in  all  their  acts,  and  as  there  is  no  check  imposed  upon  them  by  an  exami- 
nation to  be  made  by  any  other  officers,  or  by  requiring  their  accounts  to  be  au- 
dited and  examined.  Neither  is  there  a  sufficient  definition  of  the  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Fund  Commissioners,  in  reference  to  the  check  they  may  impose  upon 
the  Board  of  Public  Works.  They  are  required  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  but  it  is  not  provided  in  the  original  law 
that  they  may  reject  improper  accounts  and  expenditures;  and  we  are  informed, 
when  the  Board  remonstrated  against  some  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  presen- 
ted by  some  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  their  power  of  examining  as 
to  the  usefulness  or  propriety  of  the  expenditures  was  denied.  Whether  the 
Board  of  Fund  Commissioners  have  this  power,  we  will  not  attempt  to  decide,  as 
the  law  is  very  vague  on  that  subject;  but  it  does  appear  to  us  that  such  a  power 
should  be  vested  in  that  Board. 

We  also  ascertained  that  the  provision  of  the  internal  improvement  law  which 
authorizes  each  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  keep 
twenty  thousand  dollars  in  his  hands  at  one  time,  was  so  construed  and  managed, 
by  at  least  some  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  that  they  always 
retained  a  great  portion  of  this  sum  at  ail  times  in  their  hands.  Thus,  if  one  of 
them  had  $20,000  on  hand,  and  paid  off  $7,000,  he  immediately  drew  that  sum 
again,  without  waiting  until  he  had  expended  the  balance  on  hand.  This  pro- 
vision, although  salutary  at  times  in  preventing  lengthy  and  expensive  trips  to  the 
office  of  the  Fund  Commissioners,  nevertheless  has  been  so  construed  as  to  give 
the  Commissioners  (when  they  choose  to  exercise  it,)  the  control  of  a  very  large 
sum  of  the  moneys  of  the  State,  which  they  could  use  at  discretion,  without  being 
liable  to  be  called  to  account  for  the  manner  in  which  they  might  employ  the 
same.  It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  we  have  seen  this  objection  in  a  great 
measure  modified,  by  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  at  the  present  session.  We 
regret,  however,  to  state  that,  under  this  provision  of  the  law,  one  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works,  James  W.  Stevenson,  obtained  a  large  sum  of  money,  and,  since 
his  decease,  he  has  been  found  to  be  a  defaulter  to  the  internal  improvement  fund 
to  the  amount  of  $14,000.  We  trust,  however,  that  although  this  is  the 
first,  that  it  will  also  be  the  last  case,  where  any  of  the  officers  connected  with  the 
system  will  prove  to  be  in  arrears  to  the  State,  as  the  application  of  public  moneys 
to  private  purposes  by  public  officers  cannot  in  any  manner  be  justified  or 
excused. 

Immediately  upon  the  organization  of  the  Board,  a  number  of  charges  were 
preferred  against  M.  McConncl,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for 
the  first  district,  by  A.  Brockenbrough,  of  Morgan  county.  The  investigation  of 
these  charges  occupied  most  of  the  time  and  labor  of  the  committee.  A  host  of 
witnesses  and  a  great  number  of  reports  and  other  documents  were  examined,  to 
enable  the  committee  to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  the 
party  accused.  We  much  regret  that  all  the  committee  did  not  feel  bound  to 
make  any  report  on  the  facts  and  testimony  adduced  before  them,  as  they  doubt 
not,  if  they  had  done  so,  much  labor  and  responsibility  would  have  been  taken 
from  the  minority.  Believing  it  our  duty  to  submit  our  views  on  these  points, 
we  shall  proceed  to  give  them  on  such  points  as  appear  to  us  to  be  most  material 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature.  To  enable  the  Legislature  to  understand 
fully  the  opinions  of  the  minority,  we  insert  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tions brought  forward  by  Mr.  Brockenbreugh,  which  were  omitted  to  be  presented 
at  the  time  the  majority  submitted  their  report. 
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Charges  and  specifications  on  fin-  </  against  Murray  McConnel,  Commis- 
turner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  acting  Cormm    toner  fur  the 

first  judicial   circuit,  by  Austin  Brocfcenbrough,    a   Cttixen   of     Morgan 
county.  Stale  of  Illinois. 

Charge  Fikst. — Violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  lorry-seventh  sec- 
tion of  ;in  *act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  im- 
provement." 

Specification  first. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  CouianV 
sioner  as  aforesaid,  did,  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Works  for  (he  first  judicial  circuit,  enter  into  a  contingent  contract, 
bargain,  and  understanding,  with  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo, 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Meredosia,  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State 
ol  Illinois;  in  which  said  McConnel  agreed  and  bound  himself  to  pur- 
chase, of  said  James  I'].  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  a  certain  tract  or  par- 
cel of  land,  lying  within  the  limits  of  said  town  of  Meredosia.  which  is  a 
designated  point  on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad;  which  said  purchase 
and  sale  by  said  Waldos  to  said  McConnel  wan  made  and  entered  into 
on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  April,  1887,  in  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  in 
the  county  and  State  aforesaid;  and  which  said  purchase  bj  said  Mo> 
Connel  was  made  after  said  McConnel  had  been  appointed  to,  and  ac- 
cepted of,  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Work-,  and 
previous  to  the  location  of  said  Northern  Cross  railroad  to  and  through 
said  town  of  Meredosia  having  been  publiely  made  known,  and  that, 
when  said  location  was  made,  it  passed  entirely  through,  and  imm  di- 
ately  in  contact  with,  said  purchase;  and  for  which  said  licConnel  pro- 
mised to  pay  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents,  or  thereabouts. 

Specification  second. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McCOnuel,  C   m- 
missioner  as  aforesaid,  did,  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  first  judi- 
cial circuit,  enter  into  a  contract  and  bargain  with  James  B.  V. 
Daniel  Waldo,  for  the  purchase  from  said  Waldos  of  a  certain  piece  of 
land   in    said  town  of   Rferedosia,  which  is  divided   into    four  lots;  and 
which  said  lots  are  situated   north  of,   and  separate  from,  the   purch  UN 
mentioned  and  described    in   the   first  specification   o\    this  charge;  and 
which  purchase  of  said  lots  was  made  bj   -iid  McConnel  on  or  about  the 
'23d  day  of  March,  L837,  and    previous   to  the    location  of  -aid  Northern 
Cross  railroad  to  and  through  the  town   of  Meredosia  having  been  pub- 
licly made  known,  the  said  lots  having  been  purchased  by  said  Mc< 
nel  for  the  purpose  of  sidling  the  same  to  the  State  o(  Illinois  for  grOOttd 
for  a  depot,  the   railroad   having    been  located  subsequent    SO    said    pur- 
chase, and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  thereof;  and  for  which  said  lots  -  U  i 
McConnel   agreed    to    pay    said  Waldos  the   sum  of  seven  hundred  and 

fifty  doi  are. 

The  foregoing  charge  stricken  out,  Januu\  48,  1^:..'. 

WM.  J.  GATBWOOD,  Chairman. 
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Charge  Second. — Violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  thirty-third  sec- 
tion of  ''An  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal 
improvement." 

Specification. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  MeConnel,  Commissioner 
as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  or  about  the  30th  day  of  July, 
1838,  positively  order  and  direct  the  chief  engineer  of  the  western  dis- 
trict, James  M.  Bucklin,  to  locate  and  prepare  for  placing  under  con- 
tract, and  which  was  in  obedience  to  said  order  located  and  prepared 
for  contract  by  said  engineer,  and  the  same  was  afterwards  placed  un- 
der contract  by  said  MeConnel,  acting  Commissioner  aforesaid,  a  branch 
railroad  from  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  to  (he  town  of  Naples  on  the 
Illinois  river,  in  the  county  of  Morgan;  which  said  town  of  Naples  is  situ- 
ated about  six  miles  to  the  southwest  of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Meredo- 
sia;  and,  further,  that  said  location  of  said  branch  railroad  was  made  in 
utter  disregard  of  the  advice  and  report  of  said  engineer,  and  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  State  of  Illinois,  which,  agreeably  to  the  engineer's  esti- 
mates, will  sustain  a  loss  thereby  exceeding  the  sum  of  eighteen  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Charge  Third. — Violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  fiftieth  section  of 
"An  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment." 

Specification. — In  this,  that  the  said  M.  MeConnel,  Commissioner  as 
.  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  July.  1837, 
let  out  to  contract  a  certain  portion  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  lying 
between  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia,  and  which  said  portion,  situated 
principally  in  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  occupied  the  same  ground,  the 
right  of  way  to  which  had  been  previously  granted  away  to  the  Jack- 
sonville and  Naples  Railroad  Company  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  and 
which  said  right  of  way  said  MeConnel  wholly  neglected  to  obtain  the 
release  and  relinquishment  of  from  said  company,  but  suffered  and  di- 
rected the  siirni:  to  be  occupied  by  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  as  afore- 
said, to  the  great  damage  and  injury  of  the  interests  of  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

Charge  Fourth. — Malfeasance  in  office. 

Specification  first. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  MeConnel,  Commis- 
sioner as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  sometime  in  the  summer  of 
1838,  authorize  and  direct  a  cargo  of  railroad  iron  to  be  consigned 
to  his  care  and  address  as  Commissionc-r,  and  to  the  town  of 
Naples-,  and  upon  the  arrival  of  said  iron,  per  steamboat  W.  L.  Ro- 
binson, at  Naples,  said  MeConnel  caused  to  be  handed  over  the  bill  or 
bills  of  lading  for  the  same,  to  the  house  of  MeConnel,  Ormsbee  8i  Co., 
when  one  of  which  firm  proceeded  to  Meredosia,  where  he  received  said 
iron,  which  was  not  landed  at  Naples,  but  forvvardedto  Meredosia,  per 
steamer  W.  L.  Robinson,  by  said  house  of  MeConnel,  Ormsbee  &,  Co., 
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and  for  which  services  said  firm  of  M<  Conm  I.  Orn 

the  State  of  Illinois  about   the  sum  of  two  hundred  d  I  which 

charge  was  paid  by  'said   McConnel,  notwithstanding  the  I  con- 

tractors   <>n  thai  part   of  the   Northern  Cross  rai 

Dunlap  and  January,  had  previou  ly,  and  in  due  time,  t>  ex- 

nense  of  receiving  said  iron .  notified  said  Commissioner,  M. 

that  they  were  prepared  to  attend  to  the  receiving  and  ihc 

same  at  Meredosia  free   of  charge   to   the  State;  but  which   proposition 

was  rejected  by  Baid  McConnel,  Commissioner  at  aforesaid,  as  In-,  the 

said  McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  was  then,  and  is  now, 

the  said  firm  ol  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  ( '<>..  and  therefore  had  j 

personal  interest  to  advance  by  refusing  to  accede  to  tin'    | 

die  aforesaid  contractors,  Dunlap  and  January* 

Specifldation  second. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  ficConi 
mis'sioner  as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Boar 
Public  Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  at  several  times,  in< 
the  engineers  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  service  i 
and  under  his  direction-.  i<>  acc<  pt  from  bim,  in  paj  I 
dered  and  expenses  incurred  bj  them  on  account  ol  the   Stab  . 
promissory  notes  of  hand,  of  which  said  McConnel  bad  become  pre. 
tor,  although  said  notes  were  not  equal  to  the  amount  they  reprt  peuted 
in  cash,  nor  could  the  money,  at  the  lime  tbej 

received  from  said  McConnel,  have  been  collected  on  tie  I  at 

great  loss  and  depreciation;  and,  further,  that  the  extra  allowance  -  made 
by  said  Commissioner)  M.  McConnel,  to  I  -   and  ol 

Services,  dec*,  rendered  the  State  for  interna]   improvement  puqx 
were  frequently  regulated  so  that  the  amounts  allowed  by  hin 
persons  should  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  amount  of  said   promii 
notes  they  were  willing  to  acccpl  frpm  said  McConnel,  who  would  take 
receipts  for  such  payments  as  ii   the  monej  had  been  actually  paid 

by  said  .McConnel  on  account  of  the  Sl  ale;  and  w  inch  Baid  I  "im 

a  part  of  said  McConnel's  vouchers  rendered  to  the  Board  «»i"  Fund  Conv 
mis.Monci-. 

Specification  third. — In  this,  that  the  said  M.  McjConneJ,  Commisi 
as  aforesaid ,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  "t   tin    I' 
Works  for  the  first  judicial  cin  uit,  did,  on  or  about  toe  15th  <i- .       1 1 
tobcr,  1838,  at  Meredosia,  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  oiler  to  let,  by 

contract, unto  Danid  Waldo  of  said  town,  tin-  erection  ol  a  «i<  pot  on  the 

Northern  Cross  railroad  on  the  WOSl    bank  of  the  Illinois  ri\ 

Meredosia,  and  on  condition  that  said.  Waldo  would  cancel  ana  surren- 
der up  to  said  McConnel  a  certain  bond  or  coi  inch  he, the  - 
McConnel,  had  executed  unto  James  K.  Waldo  and  Daniel  W 
the  purchase  of  a  certain  piece  of  land  in  the  town  of  Mered  n  •  and 

winch  s.iid  purchase  is  particularly    referred  to  in    the  first  specification 

of  the  first  charge  herein  set  forth,  and  which  said  bond  or  coi 

executed  by  said  McConnel  was  exclusively   on  hi<  own 

count,  and  in  nowise  related  or  appertained  to   his  dut    -        I        "is- 

sionerof  the  Board  of  l'uhhc  Works. 
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And  which  charges  and  specifications  against  the  said  Murray  McCon- 
nel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  the  undersigned  is  pre- 
pared to  establish;  and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is 
respectfully  requested  to  order  an  investigation  into  the  truth  or  falsity 
of  the  same  by  committee,  with  power  to  examine  witnesses,  take  depo- 
sitions, and  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  *27th  day  of  December.  1838. 

AUSTIN  BROCKENBROUGH,  [seal.] 

Additional  specifications  to   the  fovrth  charge  against  Murray  McConnely 
Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public   Works. 

Additional  Specification,  No.  1. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McCon- 
nel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  aforesaid,  and  whilst 
acting  Commissioner  of  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  or  about  the  11th 
day  of  July,  1837.  at  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  Illinois, 
enter  into  a  contingent  contract,  bargain,  and  understanding,  with  James 
E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  and  to  the  following  effect,  to  wit:  That, 
on  condition  that  said  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo  would  cancel 
a  certain  bargain  and  contract  respecting  four  certain  lots,  and  take 
back  said  lots,  situated  in  the  town  of  Mercdosia,  and  mentioned  in  the 
second  specification  of  the  first  charge  as  having  been  purchased  by  said 
McConnel  of  said  Waldos  on  or  about  the  23d  day  of  March,  1837,  he, 
the  said  McConnel,  would  have  the  same  valued  by  two  persons,  one  of 
whom  should  be  chosen  by  him,  and  the  other  by  the  said  Waldos;  and 
that  he,  the  said  McConnel,  would  purchase  the  same  lots  from  said  Wal- 
dos, for  <he  use  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  at  the  appraised  value  thereof, 
and  so  that  the  said  Waldos  should  realize  a  more  advantageous  bargain 
than  had  been  concluded  for  the  samelots  between  said  Waldos  and  said 
McConnel  as  aforesaid;  and  said  McConnel  urged,  as  a  reason  tor  desir- 
ing this  arrangement,  that  he  had  been  informed  by  James  M.  Bucklin, 
the  principal  engineer,  that  said  lots  would  be  needed  by  the  State  for 
the  erection  thereon  of  a  depot,  and  that  the  same  could  not  be  purchas- 
ed for  such  purpose  from  him,  said  McConnel,  as  he  was  Commissioner 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works;  and,  in  consideration  whereof,  said  Wal- 
dos did  consent  and  agree  to  cancel  their  bargain  with  said  McConnel, 
and  take  back  said  lots,  although  said  McConnel  failed  to  perform  the 
promises  made  by  him  as  inducements  for  said  Waldos  so  to  do. 

The  above  stricken  out  by  order  of  the  committee,  January  7,  1839. 

WM.  J.  GATEWOOD,  Chairman. 

Additional  Specification,  No.  2. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McCon- 
nel, Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  sometime  in  the 
summer  of  1838,  participate  in  the  profits  arising  from  the  following 
transaction,  the  same  being  in  violation  of  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  *'An 
act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  ofinternal  improvement," 
to  wit:  That,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1838,  a  cargo  of  railroad 
iron  from  Liverpool  was  consigned  to  the  house  of  Godfrey,  Lowrie,  & 
Small,  of  New  Orleans,  by  Charles  Oakley,  Fund  Commissioner,  who 
authorized  paid  house  to  draw  on  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  for  about  the 
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sum  of  $2,000,  being  the  necessary  amount  to  pay  for  freight  and  cHarges 
on  said    iron  from   Liverpool  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  to    V 
sia,  on  the  Illinois  river;  and  that  the    said    Godfrey,  I.owric,  Ac  Sin  ill. 
after  receiving  said  iron  in  New  Orleans,  snipped  the  -  ame,  per  steamer 
W.  I,.  Robmson*  to  the  town  of  Naples,  on  the  Illinois  riven  aad   that 
said  bouse  of  Godfrey,  Lovrrie  &  Small   sold  unto  the   captain  of  - 
steamer  a  draft  drawn  by  authority  of  said    Oakley,   am!    on   tin-   State 
Bank  of  Illinois,  lor  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  expenses  on  said  iron 
to  and  in  New  Orleans;   for  which  said  draft  said  captain  of  said  steamer 
paid  said  Godfrey,  Lowrie  A:  Small    the   money;  and  that,  on  said  I 
tain  of  said  st<  amer  arriving  at  Naples,  he  -old  the  said  draft  to  t! 
of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.;   and  which  house  returned  tie    draft  to 
New  Orleans  without  presenting  the  same  to  the  bank;  and  said  M«i 
nel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.  charged  the   State  of  Illinois  u  commistion  for  ad- 
vancing said  captain  of  said  steamer   the  money   on   the  same,  notwith- 
standing said  draft,  at  the  time  the  said  McConnel,  Ormsbee  «&.  Co.  pur- 
chased the  same,  was  the  property  of  tin-  captain  of  said  steamer  \V.  L 
Robinson,  and  the  State  of  Illinois  could  in  m>  respect  be  deemed  a  part) 
to  the  transaction,  further  than  liability  for  the  amount  called  for  on  the 
face  of  said  draft;  and    which  said   captain  of  said  steamer,  or  said  M 
Connel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.  could  easily  have  had  cashed   at  the  counter  of 
said  bank;  and  which  unjust  charge  and  imposition  on  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois was  allowed  and  paid  to  said  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  I 
by  the  aforesaid  Commissioner,  Murray  McConnel,  who,  being  ■  partner 
of  said  firm  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &,  Co.  had  a  personal  interest  to  pro- 
mote by  so  doing. 

The  foregoing  stricken  out  by  order  of  the  committee,  Januan  1 
1839. 

WM.  J.  GATEWOOI),  Chairman, 

Additional  Specification,  No.  3. — In  this,  that  Uiesaid  Murray  M. 
nel)  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Comaussioner  of  the 

Board  of  Public  Works  for  th<'  lii-t  judicial  circuit,  did,  sometime  about 

the  month  of  August  or  September,  L838,  purchase,  of  s  certain  Chat 

Collins,  a  small   steamboat  for  the   use  of  the   State  of  Illinois;  and 

which  said  McConnel  paid  said  Collins  the  sum  ^(  two   thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  agreeably  to  said  MoConoel'a  accounts  for  the  month  oi 
September,  L838,  as  rendered  to  the  Board  of  Cominissiouers  ofPul 
Works;  and  that  said  McConnel  did,  at  the  same  time,  enter  into  a  con- 
tingent contract]  bargain,  and  understanding  with  said  Collins,  that  i 

boat  should  be  repaired  and  put  in  complete  Ofder,  so  a*  to  be  lit  fof  ihe 

service  of  surveying  the  Illinois  river,  said  boat  being  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase'totally  unseaworthy  ;  and  that  said  money  was  paid    for   said 
before  i<  was  repaired  in  pursuance  of  said  contract;   and  that  the  sum 

so  paid  for  said  boat  in  its  condition  at  the  time  o\  purchase  I         * 
the  true  value  thereof;  and  which  saiil  boa!  could  not  then,  nor  foi 
months  afterwards,  have  been  applied  to   the  public  •  ''     l".N 

vantage,  proceeding  from  the  eztremelj   loa  stage  ol   wat  r  in  the  Illi- 
nois river  and  the  rapid  approach  of  winter;  Vet, notwithstanding 
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circumstances,  said  boat  was  so  purchased  and  paid  for,  and  said  contin- 
gent contract  entered  into  by  said  McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid, 
and  in  violation  of  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  "An  act  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  genera]  system  of  internal  improvement,"  and  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Charge  Fjftii. — Neglect  of  duty. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner 
as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did  render  unto  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Works,  to  be  placed  by  them  to  his  credit,  a  large 
amount  of  accounts  exceeding  $1,000,  and  alleged  to  have  been  expend- 
ed by  him,  the  said  McConnel,  in  the  service  of  the  State  for  internal 
improvement  purposes;  and  that,  when  said  accounts  were  examined, 
it  was  discovered  that  similar  accounts  for  the  identical  claims  set  forth 
in  the  accounts  so  rendered  as  above  specified  had  been  previously 
allowed  said  McConnel,  and  passed  to  his  credit;  said  McConnel  exhib- 
iting thereby  a  gross  dereliction  of  duty  as  acting  Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  as  prosecutor  of  the  foregoing  charge  and 
additional  specifications. 

AUSTIN  BROCKENBROUGH,  [seal.] 


Additional  specification  to  charge  second,  preferred  by  Austin  Brockenbroitgh 
against  Murray  McConnel,  Commissionet  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
on  the  27th  day  of  December,  1838,  and  which  additional  specification  was 
preferred  against  said  McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  before  the 
Committee  of  Investigation,  on  Wednesday,  the  16 th  day  of  January, 
1839,  by  the  aforesaid  Austin  Bruckcnbrough. 

Additional  Specification. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Com- 
missioner aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  or  about  the  13th  day 
of  August,  1838,  and  whilst  travelling  from  the  town  of  Mcredosia  to 
the  town  of  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois, 
and  in  company  with  William  French,  Thomas  T.  January,  and  James 
Dunlap,  citizens  of  said  county  of  Morgan,  and  in  presence  of  said 
French,  January,  and  Dunlap,  and  within  hearing  of  said  French,  make 
and  utter  the  following  declarations,  and  which  were  particularly  ad- 
dressed to  said  French,  January,  and  Dunlap,  to  wit:  "That,  from  the 
commencement,  it  was  the  understanding  (with  whom  said  McConnel 
did  not  say)  that  he,  the  said  McConnel,  was  to  make  the  said  Northern 
Cross  railroad  up  Wolf  run  in  consideration  of  their  relinquishing  the 
right  of  way  to  the  Slate;  (and  said  French  understood  said  McConnel 
to  allude  particularly  to  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company, 
which  claimed  the  right  of  way  up  said  Wolf  run;)  and,  further,  that  the 
State  of  Illinois  should  make  a  branch  railroad  from  said  Northern  Cross 
railroad    to  the  town  of  Naples  on  the  Illinois  river,  as  additional  com 
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pensation  to  said  Jacksonville  and  Naples   Railroad  Company  for  i 

relinquishment  of  the  right  of  way   to  the  State  ol  Win 

valley  of  said  Wolf  ran  by  said  Jacksonville  and  N  Raili  'm- 

pany;  and,  further,  said    BfcConnel  affirmed  tl 

railroad  could  not  have  been  constructed  over  any  other  ground   tl 

through  the  valley  of  said  Wolf  run,  as  said  Jacksonville  and    N 

Railroad   Company   would   have  enjoined  any  attempt  to  make  the 

Northern  Cross  railroad  in  any  other  direction  than  through  th 

of  said  Wolf  run,"  or  words  to  that  effect* 

And,  further,  that   said  McConnel,   Commissioner  as  aforei 
about  the  month  of  March.  1837,  and  in  the   branch  of  the  State   Bank 
of  Illinois  at  Jacksonville,  and  in  the  presence  and  hearing  o\  act  rtain 
William  French,   refuse  to  accept  an  offer  of  seven  thousand  dol 
($7,000)  from  a  certain  Charles  Collins  for  all  his  the  said  McGono 
interest  in  Morgan  city  anil   lands  adjacent:   which  said  interest  is  now 
situated  upon  the  route  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  between  Ja(  k- 
ville  and  Meredosia;  and  saidftffer  by  said  Collins  to  said  McConnel  was 
made  whilst,  said  McConnel  was  acting  Commissioner  of  the    Hoard  of 
Public  Works,  and  previous  to  the  permanent  location  of  said  Northern 
Cross  railroad  between  Jacksonville  and   Meredosia  having  been  pub- 
licly made  known;  and  that   said   interest   of  said    McConnel  in  and  to 
Morgan  city  and  lands  adjacent  lies  in  and  about  the  valley  of  said  R 
run;  and  that  said  McConnel,  acting  Commissioner  as  ai 
such  a  location  for  the  said  Northern  CrOSB  railroad  a-  to  securi   the 
Bage  of  the  -ame  through  the  said  Morgan  city,  and  through  said  lands 
in  which  said  McConnel  wes  then  interested  as  afon  •     I,  and   sitae! 

in  and  about  the  valley  of  said  Wolf  run;  and  which -aid  Northern  Ci 

railroad  dow  runs  through,  near  to,  and  m  contact  with,  said  lands  i>>r 

about  the  distance  of  three  miles;    and  which  >:iid   location  of  said    rail- 
road was   adopted  and  placed    tinder    contract  by  said  Commissioner 00 
or  about  the  lOlh  day  of  .Inly.  1 837, and  about  the  period  of  three  01  I 
months  after  said  Collins  had    made  said  oiler  to    said  McConnel  for  all 

his  interest  in  and  to  Morgan*  city   and  land-   in  which  said  McConnel 

held  an  interest  situated  in  and  about  the  valley  of  Wolt  run  a-  aforesaid; 

and  which  said  location  of  said  Northern  Cross  railroad,  thus  adopt 
and  placed  under  contract  by  said  McConnel,  increased  the  length 
said  Northern  Cross  railroad  between  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia  about 

two  miles  more    than  was  m-ci  SB  wy    and    proper,   as  a    practicable    and 
more  direct  and    eligible  location    through  the    valley   ol    Davis"  branch 

might  have  beep  obtained  by  said  Commissioner,  so  as  to  have  made  the 
distance  between  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia  at  least  two  miles  shorter 

than  by  the  location  so    made,  adopted,  and  plae-d    under    COOtrai  t  by 

said  Commissioner,  and  who  purposely  and  intently  kept  the  engim 
employed  to  survey  the  several  routes  between  Jacksonville  ami  M< 
dosia  ignorant  ^\  the  disadvantages  to  which  the  State  of  Illinois  «r< 
be  exposed  by  laying  out  the  said  Northern  Cross  railroad  through  ihe 

valley  of' said iWolf  run.  to  w  it.    thai     bv    so    doing,    it    would    inlr:: 

the  chartered  rights  of  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company, 

and  thereby  furnish  a  pretext  to  *a'u\  companx    to  SO  I  Up  B  l  I  oin  IgainSt 
the   State  of    Illinois   for  exorbitant   damages     as     indemn;  SUCD 

infringement;  and  that,  by  thus  cujpably  neglecting  his  du 
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Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  in  failing  to  caution  said 
engineers  of  the  danger  which  threatened  the  public  interest  by 
recommending  the  selection  of  the  Wolf  run  route  for  the  permanent 
location  of  said  Northern  Cross  railroad  in  preference  to  the  route 
by  Davis'  branch,  the  said  engineers,  to  wit,  Messrs.  Bucklin  and  Pollock, 
were  induced  to  recommend  the  selection  of  the  valley  of  Wolf  run  as 
the  most  judicious  route  for  the  location  of  said  Northern  Cross  railroad; 
and  which  said  report  and  recommendation  in  favor  of  said  Wolf  run 
route  would  probably  have  never  been  made  by  said  engineers  had  they 
been  fully  apprized  of  all  the  unfavorable  circumstances  operating 
against  such  a  location,  and  of  the  existence  and  influence  of  which  they 
were  kept  profoundly  ignorant,  either  by  gross  neglect  or  culpable  de- 
sign of  the  said  acting  Commissioner,  who  had  a  personal  interest  of  great 
magnitude  to  advance,  situated  in  Morgan  city  and  lands  through  which 
the  said  railroad  would  pass,  by  the  adoption  of  the  location  as  recom- 
mended by  said  engineers;  and  which  omission  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
said  McConnel,  acting  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  will  cause  a  loss  to 
be  sustained  by  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars (§50,000,)  or  thereabouts,  inasmuch  as  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
at  their  June  meeting  in  the  year  1838,  authorized  a  branch  railroad, 
not  exceeding  four  miles  in  length,  to  be  made  from  said  Northern  Cross 
railroad  to  the  town  of  Naples  on  the  Illinois  river  in  consideration  of 
said  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company  relinquishing  unto  the 
State  of  Illinois  the  right  of  way  which  said  company  claimed  through 
the  valley  of  said  Wolf  run;  and  which  branch  railroad  and  its  appenda- 
ges so  authorized  will  cost  the  State  of  Illinois  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  (.§50,000,)  or  thereabouts;  and  which  enormous  sacrifice  of  the 
public  money  was  caused  solely  by  neglect  and  omission  of  duty  on  the 
part  of  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid;  and  whose  impe- 
rative duty  it  was  to  have  used  all  possible  precautions  to  guard  and 
protect  the  public  interests  from  such  impositions  of  said  private  incor- 
porated railroad  companies,  and  £  without  reference  to  the  precise  date 
when  such  incorporated  companies  might  have  acquired  such  privileges, 
whether  antecedently  or  subsequently  to  the  passage  of  "An  act  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,"  in 
force  the  27th  day  of  February,  18&7;  and  which  said  act  took  effect 
nine  days  after  said  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company  obtained 
their  act  of  incorporation,  which  took  effect  on  the  18th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1837,  and  upon  which  said  act  of  incorporation  of  said  Jackson- 
ville and  Naples  Railroad  Company,  it  was  specially  intended  the  pro- 
visions of  the  50th  section  of  the  aforesaid  "Act  to  establish  and  maintain 
a  general  system  of  internal  improvement"  should  have  retrospective 
effect  and  action,  and  point,  bearing,  force,  and  operation  against  the 
same;  but  which  palpable  and  self-evident  construction  of  said  "Act  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,"  it 
was  to  the  private  interestof  siid McConnel, Commissioner  as  aforesaid, 
to  pervert,  disregard,  and  construe  otherwise,  and  to  the  great  injury 
and  damage  of  the  State  of  Illinois  as  aforesaid,  inasmuch  as  the  branch 
railroad  aforesaid  is  of  no  manner  of  use  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  but  rather 
prejudicial  to  the  same  as  an  excresenceof  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  must  be  considered  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  a  clear 
speculation  off  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  result  of  premeditated  design 
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and  cupidity  on  the  part  of  a  faithless  public  officer,  the  Commissioner 
aforesaid,  and  whose  actings  and  doing!  in  all  matten  and  things  herein- 
before related  have  been  governed  by  lelf-interest,  I  nd  an-  in  dj 
rical  opposition  to,  and  in  violation  of,  the  "J7th  and  33d  sections  of  •  \:i 
act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improven 
nnd  contrary  to  the  spirit,  letter,  and  intention  of  Mid  art,  in  the  econ- 
omy and  judicious  management  with  which  it  requires  said  system  should 
be  conducted. 

And  which  additional  specification  to  the  second  charge  preferred  by 
me  against  Murray  McConnel  can  be  substantiated  I  v  live  witness**,  to 
wit,  William  French,  and  Thomas  T.  January,  and  James  M.  l»u -klin. 
and  William  Pollock,  and  Miron  Leslie,  and  the  necessary  map?,  reports, 
and  other  documents. 

Witness  my   hand  and  seal,  this  21st  day  of  January,  1839.  at  \ 
dalia. 

A.  BROCKENBROUGH.  fusx.] 

Accuser  of  M.  McConwl. 


Additional  spi cification  to  the  first  chaTgi  Wtftntd  bjJ  .histin  BfOctt  nht  ougk 

against  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Hoard  of  Public    Works, 
and  acting    Commissioner  of  the  first  jud'u  in!  circuit,  and  un  the  "2lth  day 
of  December,  1MJS,  awl  which  mlditional  specification  watfTi 
the  said  McConnel  hi/  ihe  sniil  liroclo  nbrOUgh  t»fvir  the  Commiitte  of  In- 
vi stigation,  at  their  meeting  on  Wednesday y  th>   !ti//j  day  of  January,  183  '. 

Additional  Specification, — In  this,  that  the  nid  Afurraj  M  I  'nnel, 
Commissioner  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  or  about  the  IStfa  day 
of  June,  1837,  and  in  the  county  pf  Morgan,  ami  State  of  Illinois,  pur- 
chase, of  a  certain   S.  ( '.  FogUS,  a  citizen  of   said    county,  a    lot    of  land 

lying  within  the  incorporated  limits  of  the  town  of  In  ksonTilletin  the 
county,  and  State  aforesaid)  and  known  and  designated  is  lot  number 
seven  (7)  in  Duncan's  north  addition  to  said  town  of  Jacksow  ille;  for 
which  said  .Mel  'oiinel  agreed  ami  bound  himself,  by  a  written  bond,  to 
pay  unto  said  PogUS  about  the  sum  of  tour  hundred  and  twenty  d>\ 
(.$'  1  JO,  and  which  said  bond  accompanies  this    Bpet  ilication;)  and,  further. 

that  said  lot  so  purchased  l>v  laid  McConnel  from  said  Fogusii  - 

immediately  south  of  and    adjoining  a  tract  ol    land    through  which 

Northern  Cross  railroad  is  now  permanently  located;  and  which  said 
tract  of  land  was  condemned  ami  the  same  purchased  by  said  RfcConneJ 

for  the  use  of  the  State  ol  [Uinoifl  for  railroad  purpost  »,  to  «r„  !•  :  erec- 
tion thereon  of  a  depot,  engineer's  office,  and  other  needful  buildings,  as 
appendages  to  >aiil  Northern  CroSS  railroad,  and  construction  th 

said  Northern  Gross  railroad;  and  which  said  purchase  of  lot  number 
seven  (7)  of  said  Fogui  was.  mule  by  mid  McConnel  for  his  own  private 

use  and  benefit}  and  alter  said  McConnel    had  been  appoint  mi*- 

■ioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  before  laid  Northern  Cross 
railroad  had  been  permanently   located  through  said  town       J 

ville,  and  the  same  publicly  made  known;  all  ol'whu  h  a<  I  doing> 
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on  the  part  of  saidMcConne!  in  purchasing  said  lot  number  seven  (7)  as 
aforesaid  were  in  direct  violation  of  the  47th  section  of  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish ami  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement."  And 
which  additional  specification  to  the  first  charge  preferred  by  me  against 
said  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner  aforesaid,  can  be  substantiated  by 
one  witness,  to  wit,  S.  C.  Fogus,  and  the  purchase  bond  of  said  property, 
herewith  submitted,  and  map  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville  also  submitted. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  21st  day  of  January,  1839,  at  Vandalia. 

A.  BROCKENBROUGH,  [seal.] 

Accuser  of  M.  McConnel. 

We  also  present  the  answer  of  Mr.  Brockenbrough  to  an  interrog- 
atory propounded  to  him  by  Mr.  McConnel,  as  evincing  his  object  in 
bringing  forward  the  charges. 

Answer  of  A.  Brockenbrough:  "I  believed  Mr.  McConnel  had  been 
guilty  of  numerous  derelictions  of  duty,  as  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works,  and  felt  that  my  own  interests  had  been  sacrificed  by  his 
misconduct;  and  I  never  would  have  complained  against  him  had  he  not 
have  been  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  the  office  of  Commissioner,  of 
which  I  was  convinced  he  had  provod  himself  unworthy/' 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  much  of  military  form  and  precision  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  charges  and  specifications  are  presented.  This 
probably  was  unnecessary;  but,  as  the  charges  are  presented  in  that  shape, 
we  proceed  to  give  our  attention  to  them  as  they  are  presented. 

In  relation  to  the  first  charge  which  accuses  the  Commissioner  of  the 
first  judicial  circuit  with  having  entered  into  a  contingent  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  property,  in  Mcredosia,  of  James  E.  and  Daniel  Waldo,  the 
following  facts  were  presented  to  the  committee:  A  bond  Was  produced 
purporting  to  be  executed  by  Mr.  McConnel  to  the  Waldos,  dated  the 
5th  January,  1837;  in  which  he  agreed  that,  if  they  would  buy  out  Jo- 
seph Duncan:s  interest,  or  part  of  it,  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  §2.3,000, 
he  would  take  at  least  one-third  of  the  purchase  at  cost.  There  is  also 
a  proviso  in  the  bond  permitting  Duncan  to  except  a  number  of  lots 
which  he  intended  to  donate  to  Illinois  college.  (See  copy  of  bond  in 
the  report.)  This  bond,  it  was  admitted,  was  executed  by  Mr.  McCon- 
nel. A  question  arose,  however,  as  to  the  time  it  was  executed.  The 
dale  of  the  bond  is  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  internal  improvement  law, 
or  the  election  of  Commissioners.  James  E.  Waldo  testified  that  it  was 
executed  on  the  2lst  of  April,  1837;  that  it  was  written  by  him,  and  was 
ante-dated  because,  in  a  contract  which  he  and  D.  Waldo  had  made  a 
short  time  previous  with  Mr.  McConnel  for  the  purchase  of  some  lots  in 
Meredosia,  he  had  been  requested  by  Mr.  McConnel  to  date  it  at  that 
time  in  January,  to  avoid  the  provision  of  the  47th  section  of  the  inter- 
nal improvement  law;  and  that  it  was  signed  by  Mr.  McConnel  after  a 
deliberate  examination  of  it,  and  some  days  after  the  trade  had  been 
first  made.  The  consent  of  Mr.  Waldo  to  aid  the  Commissioner  to  evade 
the  penal  provisions  of  law,  and  his  participation  in  that  act,  we  do  not 
consider  very  creditable  to  him  as  a  citizen;  yet,  after  a  lull  and  patient 
examination  of  all  the  testimony,  we  are  satisfied  that  his  statement  in 
this  matter  is  materially  correct.     Waldo  is  proved,  by  the  testimony  of 
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Mr;  Thompson,  to  have  been  in  Meredosia  on  the  5th  of  January.  (,o\. 
Duncan  also  testifies  that  Km  int<  ntion  to  donate  the  Nvt->  to  lllin 
lege  was  not  made  public  in  January,  nor  did  he  i  ver  mention  it  t<»  Mc- 
Connel  or  to  Waldo  until  he  made  the  purchase  o(  bin   in  March  01 
April,  1837.    Of  course,  then,  Mr.  McConnel  rnit 

so  as  to  have  put  it  into  tin- contract  with  Waldo,  if  it  bad  been  mad 
January.     Besides  this,  Mr.  McConnel  did  not  attempt  to  bring  forwa/d 
anj  evidence  to  -how  that  he  had  madeanj  contract  with  the  Waldos  in 
January, or  had  even  seen  thorn  during  that  month. 

The  property  purchased  consist!  d  of  a  large  numb*  roflots  situated  in 
the  upper  pari,  of  the  town  of  Meredosia.     The  Northern  Ci 
as  first  located  in  that  town  in  the  spring  of  1837, commenced  at  the  m> 
per  part  of  the  town,  at  a  point  designated  by  Mr.  M<  Connel  a  d  i 
rd  through  or  adjoining  some  of  the  lots  purchased  of  Duncan.      'I  hese 
facts  are  proven  by  January,  Pollock,  Bucklin,   and  others.     'I 'Ik-    load 
continued  to  be  located  as  first   marked  out.     During  that  year  it  was 
staked  out,  und  woi'k  done  on  it   by   the  contractors,  ami  the  same  paid 
for  by  the  Commissioner.     There   seemed  to  be  dissatisfaction  with  the 
location,  however,  by  the  contractors,  and,  at  their  solicitation,  the  Com- 
missioner authorized  them  to  tell  the  chief  engineer  to  locate  it  where  he 
thought  best.     lie  accordingly  changed  the  line  so  as  to  strike  the  Illi- 
nois river  much  lower  down.     This  last  line  was   worked  on,  and  the 
road  is  completed  on  this  location.     By  the  alteration  of  the  road,  no  part 
of  the  Wildo  purchase  touchea  or  adjoined  the  railroad,  though  some  of 
it  is  within  a  few  feet  of  the  road;  but  the  greater  portion  OJ  (I  Was  situ- 
ated further  up  the  river.     rVith  ibis  last  location  the  Commissioner  •■■ 
dissatisfied,  and  repeatedly  evinced  that  dissatisfaction  toothers.     I 
reason,  as  stated  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  was  that  he  considered   the 
tipper  landing  as  the  best  for  steamboats. 

If  the  first  located  line  had  continued  to  remain  the  permanent  loca- 
tion, there  is  not  a  doubt  in  our  minds  that  it  would  have  been  a  dii 

violation  of  the  forty-Seventh   section  of  the    internal    improvement 

which  prohibits  Commissioners  from  purchasing  town  propertj  situated 

on  the   immediate  line  of  the  road.      As  to  the    <  fleet  in  a  l<  g  ..[  of 

view,  which  the  subsequent  change  in  the  location  may    have   made, 
do  not  reel  it.  incumbi  ntupon  us  to  give  an  opinion.     But  the  fact  oi  the 

contract  with  the  Waldos  having  been  made  before  the  road  was  I 

the  design  and  object  of  that  pun  hase,  ami  the  ante-dating  o\   the  bond, 

evince,  t->  our  minds,  COnclusil  e  e\  idem  e  of  a   disposition  on  the  part  of 

the  Commissioner  to  evade  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  internal  im- 
provement act.  if  he  has  not  in  reality  violated  its  ver}  1  iu  pur- 
pose of  private  pecuniar?  advantage. 

The  second  specification  of  the  first  charge  and  an  additional 
nected  with  the  same  subject,  and  which  relate  t  i  a  [  in  h  -  by 

.Mr.  McConnel  of  J.  E.   and  I).  Waldo,  o  I  four  lots    in  (  re 

not  Investigated,  because  the  bus  were  shown  not  to  be  adj  ining  to  and 
on  the  immediate  line  of  the  railroad. 

One  of  the  charges  also  in  relation  to  the  railroad  iron,  and  impr 
commissions  charged  ih en  on  by  the  bouse  of  M.  Connel, i  I 

was  stricken  out  by  the  committee,  because,  in  th  easa 

matter  whichsofelj  concerned  the  contractors  and  the  coram 
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and  one  in  which  the  State  had  no  interest.  There  is  another  charge 
on  the  same  subject  which  was  not  examined,  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  the  witnesses  at  the  time  the  committee  were  prepared  to  go  into  that 
investigation.  Several  affidavits  however  were  procured  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Connel  from  James  Dunlap  and  H.  Van  Syckel,  which  appear  to  exon- 
erate him  from  any  thing  improper  in  the  transaction.  Not  having  heard 
all  the  testimony,  however,  which  was  referred  to  to  sustain  the  charge, 
we  do  not  give  any  opinion  of  the  correctness  or  falsity  of  the  charge. 

As  it  regards  the  charge  about  the  location  of  the  Naples  branch,  so 
as  to  make  it  on  a  route  longer  than  the  one  recommended  by  the  chief 
engineer,  and  more  costly  than  the  one  recommended,  by  $  18,000,  we 
would  state  that  it  is  decidedly  our  opinion  that  the  Commissioner  acted 
improperly  in  selecting  the  longest  location  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
principal  engineer.  It  is  true  there  are  some  contradictory  statements 
and  calculations;  for  instance,  the  one  made  by  the  appraisers,  who  assess 
the  damages  for  the  right  of  way  for  a  road  of  two  and  a  half  miles,  and 
over  smooth  and  unimproved  prairie  (the  owners  of  which  land  they  do 
not  know)  at  $5,000;  whilst  it  is  stated  by  the  engineer  that  the  right  of 
way  ought  not  to  cost  any  thing,  "as  the  line  intersects  no  town  lots,  and 
passes  through  no  enclosed  grounds."  There  is  also  another  item  in  the 
amount  of  expense  which  the  Commissioner  calculated  would  ensue  if 
the  short  route  was  adopted;  that  is — "pay  for  work  done  upon  the  old 
route"  by  the  Naples  Railroad  Company,  "and  lose  it,"  $16,000.  This 
sum  appears  quite  large  when  we  contrast  the  fact  that  this  same  work 
was  afterwards  estimated  by  the  engineers  of  the  State,  when  the  Com- 
missioner ordered  the  road  to  be  located  on  that  line,  at  less  than  $3,000. 
There  is  still  another  item  of  $2,850  estimated  for  right  of  way  over  un- 
improved land  belonging  in  part  to  the  owners  and  controllers  of  the  Na- 
ples Railroad  Company,  which  might  appear  to  be  large,  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  it  was  shown  to  us  that  this  same  land  was  owned  joint- 
ly by  the  owners  of  this  railroad  and  the  Commissioner,  who  was  of 
course  well  qualified  to  judge  of  the  disadvantages  to  which  the  land  was 
subjected  by  the  Northern    Cross  railroad  passing  over  it. 

We  would  refer  to  the  correspondence  between  the  Commissioner  and 
the  chief  engineer  on  this  subject,  as  giving  all  the  testimony  necessary 
to  sustain  our  opinion.  It  does  appear  to  us  that  there  is  evidently 
evinced  an  overweening  disposition  to  favor  the  Naples  Railroad  Com- 
pany, from  some  cause  or  other,  rather  than  to  protect  exclusively  the 
interest  of  the  State.  * 

The  third  charge  is  the  violation  of  the  fiftieth  section  of  the  internal 
improvement  act,  in  not  obtaining  the  relinquishment  of  the  right  ot  way 
of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company  before  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad  was  located  down  Wolf  run.  This  section  of  the  law  is 
very  vague  in  its  provisions.  Its  intention  and  meaning  doubtless  were 
to  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  obtain  releases 
from  all  incorporated  companies  who  might  claim  damages  of  the  State 
for  interfering  with  their  right  of  way.  As  this  company  had  the  right 
of  constructing  their  road  down  Wolf  run  by  their  charter,  it  does  seem 
to  us  to  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  have  obtained  the 
relinquishment  of  the  company  before  any  work  was  done  on  the  route 
down  Wolf  run.     His  neglect  to  do  this  has  enabled  this  company  to 
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claim  of  the  State  the  construction  of  the  lateral  branch  to  Naples,  or 
heavy  damages  for  constructing  the  Northern    I  lilroad  over  the 

Wolf  run  route. 

Another  lengthy  charge  connected  with  Ihu  branch  of  the  investiga- 
tion is,  improper  conduct  in  locating  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  down 
Wolf  run,  which,  it  is  alleged  in  the  charge,  was  to  the  pn judh  e  of  the 
Stale,  and  to  the  personal  advantage  of  the  Commissioner.  Tl>. 
no  evidence  adduced  before  the  committee  showing  that  Mr.  IfcCoB- 
nel  had  attempted  to  influence  the  engineers  in  the  survey  of  the  route, 
or  in  the  location  line  recommended  by  them.  There  are  some  facts 
which  were  elicited  during  the  investigation  to  which  it  may  be  proper 
to  allude. 

The  distance  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia,  by  the  travelled  route, 
is  twenty  miles;  and  the  distance  from  Jacksonville  to  Naples,  by  the 
travelled  road,  is  about  twenty-two  miles;  the  distance  between  .Na- 
ples and  Meredosia  about  six  miles.  The  length  of  the  Northern  Cross 
road  on  the  located  line  down  Wolf  run,  between  Jacksonville  and 
Meredosia,  is  above  twenty-four  miles;  and  the  distance  from  the  same 
place  to  Naples,  by  the  same  road  and  the  lateral  branch,  is  about 
twenty-two  miles.  If  the  road  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia  had  been 
located  on  either  of  the  shorter  routes  it  would  not  have  passed  within 
live  miles  of  Naples.  As  it  is,  it  now  runs  within  two  ami  a  third  miles 
of  that  place.  There  was  evidence  before  the  committee  from  th< 
port  of  the  engineers  that  the  Wolf  ran  was  the  cheapest  route  at  the 
grade  at  which  they  were  directed  to  locate  the  road.  The  grade  to 
which  that  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  road  In  tween  Jacksonville  and 
Meredosia  is  located,  is  forty  feet  to  the  mile.  In  answer  to  a  question 
propounded  to  Mr.  Bocklin,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  district,  be  states 
that,  if  the  grade  had  been  raised  to  titty  feet  to  the  mile,  it  would  h 
saved  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  State,  and  have  shortened 
the  distance  three  miles  between  those  placet.  This  lonte  would  not 
have  gone  down  Wolf  run,  or  been  within  five  miles  of  Naples.  Why 
it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  raise  the  grade  to  fifty  feet  to  the  i. 
we  are  not  Informed,  rhe  grade  fixed  for  the  location  of  road-  by  the 
Board  6f  Public  Works  at  their  firs!  meeting  was  thirty  fe<  t  to  tin-  mile. 
This  grade  was  varied  from  in  the  location,  and  in  some  instances  l.  was 
changed  to  seventy-five  feet  to  the  mile,  at  in  the  lVkin  and  Tremont 
road,  and  on  the  Northern  Cross  road  immediately  opposite  to  \1 
dosia.    It  does  appear  to  us  thai  the  grade  should  have  U-<  i  to 

save  the  large  sum  of  $100,000,  as  the  road  would  still  be  useful  for 
locomotives. 

It  is  here  perhaps  proper  to  state  that  the  Commissioner  admitted  he 
owned  an  interest  in  a  warehouse  and  part  of  i  1. 1  in  Naples,  in  which 
the  firm  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.  were  doing  business;  but  it  was 

not  shown  that  he  had  any  Other  property  in  that  place.  The  Preeidl  nt 
of  the  Naples  Railroad  Company  also  testified  that  Mr.  McConnel  did  not 
own  any  interest  whatever  in  said  railroad.  The  only  interest  *  in.  h  the 
Commissioner  was  shown  to  possess,  was  an  andivfded  i  ightfi  pad  ofa  tract 

of  land  on  which  Morgan  city  was  laid  out,  and  which  consisted  of  four 
or  five  thousand  aero;  of  land.     This  tract  is  owned  by  4         i  ai     I    - 
lie,  the  owners  of  the  Naples  railroad,  and  Mr.  McCouuel,  and  per: 
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others,  and  is  situated  in  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  and  contiguous  thereto; 
and  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  as  now  located  passes  through  it,  and 
near  it,  for  above  two  miles.  It  was  in  evidence  that  Mr.  McConnel 
purchased  this  interest  in  1S36,  before  he  was  elected  Commissioner; 
and  that  he  sold  the  same,  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  1838,  to  Charles 
Collins. 

The  reason  offered  for  constructing  the  lateral  branch  to  Naples  on 
the  route  of  the  road  begun  by  the  Naples  Railroad  Companj,  was  be- 
cause of  the  large  amount  of  damages  claimed  by  said  company  of  the 
State  for  occupying  their  right  of  way  down  Wolf  run.  It  appeared  in 
evidence  that  the  two  owners  and  controllers  of  that  company,  Messrs. 
Collins  and  Leslie,  were  contractors  on  the  Northern  Cross  road  between 
Jacksonville  and  Meredosia,  and  that,  soon  after  the  contract  was  let  out 
in  July,  1^37,  they  commenced  work  on  said  road  in  Wolf  run.  Sub- 
sequently, they  sold  out  their  contract  after  a  large  amount  of  work 
was  done  on  that  part  of  the  road,  and  then  they  claimed  damages  of  the 
State  for  constructing  the  Northern  Cross  road  over  the  very  ground 
which  they  themselves  had  worked.  This  appears  to  us  as  evincing 
rather  a  disposition  to  make  a  profit  out  of  the  State,  which  should  have 
been  wholly  discountenanced  by  the  Commissioner. 

As  to  the  charge  that  the  Commissioner  had  paid  the  engineers  for 
thei'- claims  on  the  State  in  promissory  notes  instead  of  cash,  we  refer  to 
the  testimony  of  Mr.  Bucklin  and  Mr.  Von  Horn,  who  substantiate  the 
fact  of  payment  being  made  to  ihem  in  promissory  notes  instead  of  cash. 
It  is  not  shown  that  the  State  lost  anj  thing  by  this  transaction;  but  the 
practise  we  feel  constrained  to  say  is  pernicious,  and  if  persisted  in,  or 
practised  to  a  large  extent,  will  tend  to  make  engineers  and  contractors 
claim  greater  sums  from  the  State  for  their  services  than  they  would  do 
if  they  were  paid  in  cash.  There  is  nothing  imperative  in  the  internal 
improvement  act  on  this  subject,  and  it  cannot  therefore  be  considered 
a  violation  of  law,  but  it  is  a  precedent  which  we  think  should  not  be 
allowed  or  countenanced  in  those  entrusted  with  the  disbursement  of 
large  amounts  of  public  money. 

Another  charge  is,  that  the  Commissioner  offered  to  give  to  Daniel 
Waldo  the  construction  of  a  depot  oppbsite  to  Meredosia  on  the  Nor- 
thern Cross  road,  if  he  would  give  up  the  bond  executed  to  the  Waldos 
for  the  purchase  of  the  property  mentioned  in  the  first  charge.  For  the 
proof  on  this  point,  we  refer  to  the  evidence  of  Daniel  Waldo,  who  fully 
sustains  this  charge  of  the  oiler,  although  the  contract  was  never  exe- 
cuted. Daniel  Waldo  says  it  was  because  we  could  not  get  the  con- 
tract from  li is  brother  James;  and  Mr.  McConnel,  in  a  letter  on  file,  writ- 
ten some  time  after  the  first  conversation  on  that  subject,  says  he  did  not 
then  want  the  depot  erected,  as  the  engineers  reported  it  would  not  be 
wanted  immediately. 

The  charge  of  presenting  double  vouchers  to  the  Board  of  Fund  Com- 
missioners was  not  examined,  as  Col.  Mather  (the  principal  witness  re- 
lied on  to  sustain  the  charge)  was  not  in  Vandalia  at  the  time  the  com- 
mittee were  prepared  to  investigate  that  subject. 

One  other  charge  is  about  (he  purchase  of  a  small  steamboat  from 
Charles  Collins  to  survey  the  Illinois  river.  There  are  different  state- 
ments as  to  the  probable  value  of  the  boat.  One  of  the  witnesses  thought 


J 'J'.  I 

the  hull  to  be  worth  not  more  than  two  hundred   dollars,  hut  he  did  not 
know  what  the  engine  w.is  worth.    Two  other  witn  »||ini 

and  Mr.  Leslie) prove  that  the  boat  was  well  worth  the  sum  « 
to  have  been  paid  for  it — .$*2,.'><><),  and  that  it  was  well  suit-  d 
for  which  it  was  designed.     The  contract  for  it  was  a  conditional  ope 
and  tht-  purch  i  lo  be  valid,  provided  Collins  put  in  on  the 

boat,  and  fitted  it  up  in  six  or  seven  days,  so  that  it  would  b< 
by  the  engineers.     This  is  proven  by  Mr.  Leslie.     Collins  I;.. 
the  boat  in  readiness,  and  the Commissioner  refused  to  recen 
It  is  proved  also,  by  both  Collins  and  Leslie,  thai  Collins  never  did  re- 
ceive any  money  on  the  contract. 

The  only  thing  which  appears  improper  iu  this  transai  tion,  so  far  as 
proof  was  before  us,  is  tin-:  that,  aule-  time  ol  miking  the  contra  t  with 
Collins,  the  Commissioner  took  a  receipt  from  him  for  S  <v  the 

amount  of  the  ho.it.     Although  this  amount  u  as  nei  or  paid  ov<  r, 
found,  6n  the  abstract  of  payments  on  tile  in  ihe  office  of  the  Fund 
missionera,  made   by   Mr.  McConnel  during  the  month  ol    v        mber, 
1838,  an  entry  to  this  effect: 

"To  amount  paid  Charles  Collins  for  small  steamboat,  $2,5  ".*" 

At  the  foot  of  the  abstract  for  that  month  is  a  certifi  .  and 

signed  by  the  Commissioner,  that  the  foregoing  | 

account  Of  the  money  paid  out  by  him  during  the  month 
1838.     The  Commissioner  was  accordingly  credited   with  this  amount 
and  it  remained  uncorrected  until  some  time  in  December,  1838  i 

the  Commissioner,  in  making  out  his  abstract,  charged  himself  wit  ii 
amount  of  $.4,500,  and  withdrew  the  receipt  signed  :.\  Collins  for  the 
amount  of  the  boat  A>  the  contract  was  made  about  the  l'J 
ber,  and  was  to  have  beca  fulfilled  in  six  or  seven  .  id  as  then 
no  money  paid  on  it,  it  doc-  appear  to  us  to  have  been  highly  improper 
to  have  chargi  .1  tin-  State  with  it,  and  thus  enable  himsell  to  retain  this 
amount  in  his  bands  for  inontlis  which  he  had  never  paid 

The  last  charge  on  which  we  have  to  report  i-.  that  of  the  pun 
oi  a  lot  in  Jacksonville,  of  S.  C.  Foeus,  on  the   imm  t  the 

Northern  Cross  railroad;  which  pure  has  •  made  prior  to 

the  location  ol    aid  road  being  publicly  made  known. 

The  Commissioner  had  a  piece  i<(  ground  <  ondemm  d  for  rail 
m  Jacksonville,  being  nearly  Bquare,  and  containing  about  an 
<  In  this  he  bad  erected  a  railroad  office,  a  stable  or  engiue-h  >use.      The 
Northern  Ci   ss  road  is  located  through  this  lot,  and  a  depot  i-  pro 
to  be  erected  on  it.     The  lot  purchased  by  Mr.  x'  I  i,.i  r, . 

joins  this  railroad  lot,  a-  was  proved  i-\  Gov.  human,  Mr.  Bu<  i 

Mr.  Fbgus.     It  was  purchased  a  few  days  before  the  I 

was  made  public;   and  PogUS  testified  Uiat,  il  he  had  known  (h 
U      ■■■  h    re   il  Was,  he    would    not  have  taken    fa    | 

tain. ,:  for  the  land.     It  does  appear  to  m  I 

tained,  and  that  the  Commissionci  has  been  guilt)   of  an     ntin  \i  .       a 

of  the  provisions  of  the  forty-seventh  section  of  the  inter;,  J  irn| 

act  in  making  this  purchase. 

We  have  thus  gone  through  with  the   «  bai  n  i   oaade  against  l 

missioner    f  the  first  circuit,  and    now  leave  the  factl    VM     'pinions  liere 

presented  to  the  Legislature  for  its  consideration. 
9 
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The  committee  w as  also  requested  by  John  Murray  to  inquire  whether 
the  Commissioner  of  the  second  judicial  circuit,  Gov.  Kinney,  had  not 
violated  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  internal  improvement  act,  in 
changing  the  location  of  the  Great  Western  mail  route  in  Belleville,  and 
at  other  points. 

It  was  admitted  that  the  location  of  the  road  had  been  changed  in 
Belleville,  and  at  various  other  points;  and  we  are  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Commissioner  had  not  the  right  to  make  the  changes,  if  he  was 
satisfied;  from  the  report  of  competent  engineers,  that  the  road  might  be 
changed  with  advantage  to  the  interest  of  the  State,  and  with  conveni- 
ence to  the  public,  in  relation  to  the  change  made  in  Belleville,  it  ap- 
pears, from  papers  presented  to  the  committee,  that  it  was  called  for  by 
a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  town,  and  was  of  public  utility. 

The  question  was  incidentally  raised  on  this  investigation,  whether  a 
Commissioner  had  the  right  to  change  the  location  of  a  road  to  a  more 
costly  one,  when  private  citizens  agreed  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of 
cost  between  the  two  locations. 

It  appears  to  us  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  improper  to  sanction 
such  a  practice,  as  it  must  necessarily  have  a  tendency  to  make  private 
citizens  bid  against  each  other  for  the  location  of  routes,  and  will  also 
leave  a  discretionary  power  of  changing  and  altering  routes  to  suit  pri- 
vate views  rather  than  public  convenience,  with  which  it  would  be  alto- 
gether improper  to  entrust  any  public  officer. 

The  charges  made  against  Gov.  Kinney  did  not  imply  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  corruption,  but  he  was  exonerated  of  that  by  the  person 
requesting  the  inquiry,  who  thought  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law  had 
been  violated  by  an  improper  interpretation. 

Charges  were  also  brought  forward,  by  a  letter  from  E.  Harkness, 
against  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  road,  and  the 
Commissioner  present  at  the  letiings  of  said  road  made  on  the  17th  day 
of  April.  1838,  for  improper  conduct  in  not  giving. the  work  to  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder. 

Another  charge  was  presented  to  the  committee,  from  James  Oakey 
and  Egbert  Dewey,  against  A.  R.  Parker,  resident  engineer  on  the 
Quincy  and  Mercdosia  railroad,  for  "incompetency" — ''neglect  of  duty" — 
"blindly  yielding  the  unwarrantable  demands  of  individuals  for  work 
under  contract,  without  regard  to  rights  and  interest  of  the  State" — 
"making  false  returns  of  bills  of  expenses" — and  "a  course  of  conduct 
to  assistant  engineers  insulting  and  dishonorable." 

These  several  charges  did  not  reach  the  committee  until  at  a  late  pe- 
riod of  l he  session,  and  consequently  no  proceedings  were  had  on  them. 

We  have  thus  alluded  to  the  various  charges  presented  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee. 

There  are  many  facts  and  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  the  result  of 
the  investigation,  to  which  reference  might  be  made  with  advantage, 
were  it  not  that  the  variety  of  the  charges  presented  before  us  has  drawn 
this  report  to  a  much  greater  length  than  we  anticipated. 

In  concluding  our  report,  after  the  most  arduous  and  perplexing  in- 
vestigation ever  before  made  in  this  State,  we  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
mark that,  although  the  State  has  been  run  to  some  expense  in  sending 
for  witnesses  required  by  the  person  bringing  the    charges,  and  by  the 


party  accused;  yet  we  cannot  but  hope  and  believe  that  it  will  have  a 
Ealutary  effect  upon  public  officers  hereafter,  who  will  thus  sec  that  th<  ir 
official  conduct  will  be  investigated,  and  improprieties  or  corruption  ex- 
posed, although  the  investigation  may  cost  the  State  some  money,  and 
the  members  of  the  committee  much  labor  and  responsibility.  We  tru-t, 
however,  that  an  occasion  lorsuch  an  investigation  may  not  again  occur 
lor  an  indefinite  scries  of  years. 

All  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

O.  H.  BROWNING, 
W.  W.  ROMAN, 
JOHN  J.  HARDIN. 


